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2019.11.24 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [To Reduce Your Fear of Failure, Redefine It]

“No matter how often honest people fall, they always get up
again.” (Proverbs 24:16a TEV)

Never forget this truth: Failure probably won’t kill you.

We vastly exaggerate the effects of failure. We blow the prospects of
failing all out of proportion. Failing is not the end of the world. The
fear of failure is far more damaging than failure.

Proverbs 24:16 says, “No matter how often honest people fall, they
always get up again” (TEV). Even good guys stumble. They make
mistakes, blow it, and stub their toes.

“No matter how often honest people fall, they always get up again.”
(Proverbs 24:16a TEV)

Successful people are not people who never fail. They’re people who
get up again and keep going. Successful people just don’t know how
to quit.

Ever heard of these famous failures?

» George Washington lost two-thirds of all the battles he fought. But
he won the Revolutionary War and later became the first U.S.
president.

* Napoleon graduated 42nd in a class of 43. Then he went out and
conquered Europe!

* In 21 years Babe Ruth hit 714 home runs, but he struck out 1,330
times. He struck out nearly twice as often as he hit a home run.

* The famous novelist John Creasey received 753 rejection slips
before he published 564 books.

* Rowland Hussey Macy failed seven times at retailing before starting
Macy’s department store.

Great people are simply ordinary people who have an extraordinary
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amount of determination. They just keep on going. They realize
they’re never a failure until they quit.

That’s how you reduce your fear of failure. You redefine it.

You don’t fail by not reaching a specific goal. Instead, failure is not
having a goal. Failure is refusing to get back up again once you fall.
It’s refusing to try.

On the first day of kindergarten, | got in the wrong line and then into
the wrong classroom. Can you imagine me going home to my mom
and dad and saying, “I'm a failure at education! This school thing just
doesn't work™? Of course not.

You keep going. If at first you don’t succeed, it’s no big deal. You’re
never a failure until you give up.

Talk It Over
e Who is someone you admire because of how he or she has dealt with
failure? What makes that person admirable?
e What’s the greatest failure you’ve ever endured? What did that
failure teach you?
e What helps you and motivates you to keep going when you face
possible failure?
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2019.11.25 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [God’s Grace Covers Your Guilt]

“So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1 NLT, second edition)

Guilt is basic to the human existence. Since no one is perfect, we all
are tempted by guilt over our past mistakes. Sin brings guilt.

That means our need for grace is as basic to our lives as the existence
of guilt.

God doesn’t want you to walk around feeling guilty. That’s why God
sent Jesus to the cross to die for all of your sins.

The Bible says, “By the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our
sins are forgiven. How great is the grace of God which he gave to us
in such large measure!” (Ephesians 1:7-8a TEV)

This is the most basic truth of Christianity: Jesus Christ has already
paid for your sins. You only need to accept it. Because Jesus died for
us, we’re free from condemnation, worry, and death. Even if there
were no eternity, it would be worth it to become a follower of Jesus in
order to escape the guilt.

Romans 8:1 says, “So now there is no condemnation for those who
belong to Christ Jesus” (NLT, second edition). “No condemnation”
means God doesn’t judge you for all you’ve done wrong if you’ve
trusted Christ because Jesus took that judgment upon himself on the
cross. God doesn’t have to judge you because Jesus was judged. He
doesn’t have to condemn you because Jesus took your condemnation.

That means you don’t need the guilt. Notice that it doesn’t say that
after you become a Christian, you won’t sin. You’ll still sin. You’ll
still make mistakes. You’ll still fail and look stupid. But Jesus has
paid the price for those failures.



You are free from guilt!

Talk It Over

e How has guilt impacted your life?

e Why do you think you’re tempted to feel guilt for past sin even
though Jesus has paid the consequences already?

e How would the freedom from guilt change the lives of many
Christians?
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2019.11.26 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Spiritual Growth Happens By Grace, Not
Good Works]

“Your spiritual strength comes as a gift from God, not from
ceremonial rules.” (Hebrews 13:9b TLB)

God loves you just the way you are, but he loves you too much to let
you stay that way. That’s one of the most comforting truths about God
that we can rest our spiritual growth upon.

God’s grace doesn’t just save us from the consequences of our sin. It
then begins to mold us into the image of Jesus.

Some accept the grace of God when he saves them, but then they try
to grow in the Christian life through their own strength. The Bible
says that is impossible: “Your spiritual strength comes as a gift from
God, not from ceremonial rules” (Hebrews 13:9b TLB).

God's grace helps you to become the person you really want to be —
the person God wants you to be. It molds you and reshapes you. The
Bible calls this sanctification. The Bible also says in Jeremiah that
God is the potter and we are the clay. He has us on the potter's wheel.
Unfortunately, as he shapes us, we tend to jump off the potter's wheel
and tell him, “Thanks, Lord, but I think I'll just take care of myself. I
can shape myself into the right thing.”

That’s when we blow our spiritual growth.

One of Christianity’s biggest problems is that often people start with a
focus on a relationship with God but then revert to a list of rules. They
start with being in love with God and then fall back into a religious
syndrome of rituals and regulations.

If that’s not the way to live a Christian life, then what is? The Bible
says, “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to

live your lives in him” (Colossians 2:6 NIV).
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You didn’t become a Christian by promising to do good. You can’t
grow as a Christian by promising to be good either. You live the
Christian life simply by receiving God’s grace and letting it shape
your life.

Are you letting God grow you through grace, or are you simply trying
to be good?

Talk It Over
e What are some of the most significant ways you’ve seen yourself
grow spiritually?
o Do you think most people find it easier to accept the grace of God
for salvation than for sanctification? Why?
e Do you have a passive or an active role in letting God grow you
through grace?
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2019.11.27 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Is Salvation Really Free?]

“All need to be made right with God by his grace, which is a
free gift. They need to be made free from sin through Jesus
Christ.” (Romans 3:24 NCV)

If you were to ask 100 people on the sidewalk, “How do you get to
Heaven?” you’d get a lot of different answers that could be
summarized by the idea that you have to earn your way to Heaven.
You’d hear things like, “Try to be good and do your best” or “Work
really hard at being a moral person” or “Do more good things in life
than you do bad things.” All of these ideas are based on works, not
grace.

But salvation is a gift, and you don’t work for a gift. It’s free! You
can’t earn it, you can’t buy it, and you can’t work for it.

This is the fundamental difference between Christianity and every
other religion. Christianity is the only religion that’s built on grace.
Every other religion is based on works, and you can summarize them
in one word: “do.” There are certain things you have to do in order to
gain God’s approval, to gain bliss, to gain heaven. There are always
rules, regulations, and rituals — something you have to do.

On the other hand, if you were to summarize Christianity in one word,
it’s the word “done.” Jesus Christ has already paid the price for you on
the cross. It’s done!

A guy asked me one time, “Pastor Rick, what can I do to be saved?” |
said, “You’re too late!” (That kind of shocked him.) “You’re about
2,000 years too late! What needed to be done for your salvation has
already been done, and you can’t do anything about it.”

Jesus Christ already did it. He paid for your salvation on the cross, and

it’s now a free gift to you. That’s why when he was hanging on the
cross, he said, “It is finished.” He didn’t say, “I am finished,” because
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he wasn’t. He’s still alive today. The “it” is your salvation. The plan to
provide grace for every person is finished.

Romans 3:24 says, “All need to be made right with God by his grace,
which is a free gift. They need to be made free from sin through Jesus
Christ” (NCV).

You won’t get to Heaven based on what you do. You get to Heaven
based on what has already been done for you by Jesus Christ.

When you really understand grace, you will accept it, because it is the
greatest gift you‘re ever going to be offered.

Talk It Over
e  Why do you think it’s so hard for people to accept a free gift? Why
would they rather work for it?
e What do you think God expects you to do after you’ve accepted his
gift of salvation?
e What effect has the freedom of salvation had on your life?
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2019.11.28 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Who Is God’s Favorite?]

“[The promise] is not only for those who live under the law of
Moses but for anyone who lives with faith like that of
Abraham.” (Romans 4:16 NCV)

God doesn’t play favorites — regardless of your background, your
status, or your sin. It doesn’t matter whether you’ve been a religious
person or a non-religious person or if you have any religious
background at all.

Romans 4:16 says, “/The promise] is not only for those who live
under the law of Moses but for anyone who lives with faith like that of
Abraham” (NCV). Who are these people who live under the Law of
Moses ? The Jews. The Jewish people were given the ways of God
before anyone else.

Have you ever thought about why the Jews were called God's chosen
people? Does God love them more than he loves the rest of us? No.
They were chosen for a purpose — to spread the message that there is
one true God to everybody else. They were kind of like the
missionaries to the rest of us.

Now God has taken that task and given it to the Church, which
includes Jews, Gentiles, and everybody else who puts their faith in
Christ. God says his salvation is available to anybody who opens up
his or her heart in faith: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved” (Romans 10:13 NIV). There are no quotas in Heaven. It
doesn't say only really good people will be saved if they call on the
name of the Lord or really religious people or really smart people.
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

The sad thing is that even though many people know that God offers
his gift of grace, they still try to work their way into Heaven. They
think that something in their lives makes them good enough so they
don't need to receive God's gift of salvation through Christ.
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You may have done some really nifty things in life, but if you think
they're going to get you into Heaven, forget it. The only way any of us
are going to get in is by receiving God's gift of grace, which is
available to every person.

Talk It Over
e What are the efforts you’ve made or the character traits you’ve
nurtured that you believe will help your salvation?
e What do you believe is your part in the Church’s task to spread the
message of salvation to those who have not heard?
e What does it mean to “call on the name of the Lord”?
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2019.11.29 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [How Does Grace Get You Through?]

“My purpose in writing is to encourage you and assure you that
what you are experiencing is truly part of God’s grace for you.
Stand firm in his grace.” (1 Peter 5:12b NLT)

There are many pitfalls in the marathon of life. But regardless of what
you go through, you can count on God’s sustaining grace.

The Bible says in 1 Peter 5:12, “My purpose in writing is to
encourage you and assure you that what you are experiencing is truly
part of God’s grace for you. Stand firm in his grace” (NLT).

There are three things in life that can cause you to stumble, to get cast
off to the side of the race, and to not finish well in life. And in each of
these situations, God’s sustaining grace will get you through.

1. God’s sustaining grace helps you keep standing when you’re
tempted

Temptation is the first thing that causes us to stumble. The Bible says,
“God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you
can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that
you can endure” (1 Corinthians 10:13b).

God says, “I will provide the sustaining grace to always give you a
way of escape.” It may mean turn the channel. It may mean run out
the door. It may mean change the way you’re thinking. But he will
provide a way to escape temptation.

God’s sustaining grace helps you keep standing when you’re tired.

Sometimes you’re not tempted. Sometimes you’re just tired! Life is
often exhausting. It requires a lot of energy, especially when you’re
trying to do the right thing rather than the easy thing. But where do
you get the power to do the right thing when you’re dead tired? “It is
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God who enables us, along with you, to stand firm for Christ. He has
commissioned us, and he has identified us as his own by placing the
Holy Spirit in our hearts” (2 Corinthians 1:21-22a). The key is having
the Holy Spirit in your heart to have the energy to do the things you
can’t do in your own power.

3. God’s sustaining grace gives you the power to keep going when
you’re troubled.

There are some hurts that all the wishing in the world won’t make go
away. There are some things in life that are unplanned, unrelenting,
and undeserved — and they hurt the most.

What do you do in those situations? You first stop doing the “If only”
game and instead focus on Christ and his sustaining power. Isaiah
41:10 says, “Don’t worry, because I am with you. Don’t be afraid,
because | am your God. | will make you strong and will help you; |
will support you with my right hand that saves you” (NCV).

That’s how you get sustaining grace.

Talk It Over
e How have you seen God’s sustaining grace carry you through
difficult times?

e How can you extend God’s sustaining grace to others?
¢ What do you think it means to play the “If only” game? When have
you used this excuse?
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2019.11.30 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [How Do You Get Grace?]

“Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me.
But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:8-9a NIV)

What do you do when you can't fix an unfixable problem? What do
you do when you can't solve an unsolvable riddle? What do you do
when you can't change an unchangeable circumstance? What do you
do when you can't control something that hurts deeply in your life?

You throw yourself on the sustaining grace of God.

How do you get the kind of grace to keep going in spite of
temptations, trials, tension, tiredness, and troubles? You do four
things:

Call out. Cry out for God's help. As long as you pretend to be self-
sufficient, you short-circuit God's power in your life. You need to
admit your inadequacy and say, “God, I can't handle this!” The Bible
says, “God is against the proud, but he gives grace to the humble. So
give yourselves completely to God .... Come near to God, and God
will come near to you” (James 4:6-8a NCV ).

Fill your mind with God's Word. Let God's Word comfort, strengthen,
fill, soothe, and give you the energy to keep going. Get into it every
single day of your life. David prayed, “I lie in the dust; revive me by
your word” (Psalm 119:25 NLT). If the answer were to look within
yourself, you'd already be changed. You need to look to God! He's the
only one with sustaining strength.

Accept support from God's people. The Bible says by helping each
other with our troubles, we obey the law of Christ, which is, “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” God never meant for you to go through
life on your own. He puts weaknesses in our lives so we realize how
much we need each other. You need to accept support from God's
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people.

Hold on to God's promises. There are over 7,000 of them in the Bible
waiting to be claimed. Here's one of them: “He gives strength to the
weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youth grow tired ...
but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:29-31 NIV). Keep your hope in the
Lord and your eyes focused on the hope of Heaven, not just on the
here and now.

The Bible says, “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away
from me. But he said to me, '‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness™ (2 Corinthians 12:8- 9a).

When you’re going through a problem you can’t fix, don’t give up.
Just look up!

Talk It Over
e In what situation do you need God’s sustaining grace?
e Which of God’s promises do you need to claim for that situation?
e  Who are the godly people in your life on whom you can count for
support?
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