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2019.11.10 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [When You Pray for Relief, Worship First]

‘King Jehoshaphat went and stood before [the people] and
prayed aloud” (2 Chronicles 20:5-6 GNT).

Life includes times when you feel like you’re in an impossible
situation, when you feel like you’re being attacked from all sides.
That’s what happened to Israel’s King Jehoshaphat, who prayed to
God when he faced armies from three different nations. To get
through those times, you need to learn how to model your prayers
after Jehoshaphat’s so that you can get relief.

Jehoshaphat did three things in 2 Chronicles 20 that you can do, too:

Refocus on God. Even with your problem looming before you, shift
your focus to God’s character and promises. Jehoshaphat prayed,
“God, you’re bigger than all the nations. You are bigger than anything
I will ever face.” Your problems may be too big for you to handle, but
they will never be too big for God. Change your perspective by
shifting your focus.

Remember God’s faithfulness in the past. Jehoshaphat recalled all the
ways God had worked in Israel’s past. Remembering God’s
faithfulness in the past will help you trust him for the future. You need
to recall the times God has worked powerfully in your life.

Request God’s help. Jehoshaphat essentially prayed, “My problems
aren’t too hard for you, God. You’ve helped us in the past. Please do it
again!” God loves you, and he cares about your problems.

Jehoshaphat’s prayer is built around three questions: “Are you not
God?” “Did you not help us in the past?”” and “Will you not do it
again?”



When you are overwhelmed, you need God’s help. But it’s important
to understand that your Father isn’t a vending machine who gives you
whatever you want just because you’ve deposited a few prayers. God
wants your worship first. You worship when you focus on him and
thank him for his faithfulness. Then you pray and ask for his help.

Jehoshaphat was faithful to worship the Lord and ask him for help,
and God delivered him from his enemies. God will do the same for
you.

Talk It Over
e How does remembering that God is bigger than your problems
change your perspective on a difficult situation you’re facing?
o What does it mean to pray expectantly? How do the three questions
about God help you pray this way?
e What is a healthy, Christlike response if God doesn’t answer your
prayers for relief when or how you thought he would?
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2019.11.11 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [The Only Place to Find Hope]

May God, the source of hope, fill you with joy and peace
through your faith in him. Then you will overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 GW).

In 1927 an American submarine collided with a Coast Guard vessel
off the coast of Provincetown, Mass., and began to sink. The Coast
Guard and Navy sent divers to assess the damage and begin a rescue
operation. As the divers got close to the submarine, they heard a sailor
tapping on the hull in Morse code. He asked, “Is there hope?”’

That’s a fundamental question of life. It’s asked every day by
countless people in countless ways: when sitting in the doctor’s office
awaiting test results, when a couple puts months and months into
counseling and gets nowhere, when dealing with a tax accountant in
bankruptcy court, or when a family hears their child is missing.

You can survive 40 days without food, three days without water, and
eight minutes without air. But you can’t last a single second without
hope. It’s an essential part of life. When hope is gone, life is over.

People everywhere are looking for hope in all the wrong places. They
look for it in their relationships, in self-help books, in religion, and in
self-righteousness.

But there is only one place to find real hope. The Bible says real hope
is found by turning to God: “May God, the source of hope, fill you
with joy and peace through your faith in him. Then you will overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13 GW).

You need that kind of hope. And it’s only available through a
relationship with Jesus Christ. When you trust in him, the Holy Spirit
works in you to fill you with hope that God is in control, he loves you,
and he is working for your good.



That kind of hope will lift you from despair and give you room to
breathe.

Talk It Over
e  When in the past have you had the most difficulty recognizing God’s
presence?
e If you’ve become a follower of Jesus, how has his hope changed
your life?

e Who in your life is in the midst of despair and needs you to remind
or tell them where hope is found?
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2019.11.12 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [God Is Working It Out for Good]

‘We know that God causes everything to work together for the

good of those who love God and are called according to his
purpose for them” (Romans 8:28 NLT).

Life often brings moments that are difficult to swallow, like a
sickness, a job loss, or the death of a friend or family member. Those
pills are bitter going down, and we often choke on them.

Rest assured, God is up to something good in your life, even if you
can’t see it. To hold on to hope in the midst of tough times, you’ll
need to grab ahold of this truth.

The Bible says it this way: “We know that God causes everything to
work together for the good of those who love God and are called
according to his purpose for them” (Romans 8:28 NLT).

The Bible isn’t saying that every event in your life will be good. You
and I both know that’s just not true. But it does mean that when you
put your whole life together, every piece of it works together for good.
It’s like making a cake. You may not like the taste of each ingredient,
but when it’s all put together, it comes out tasting good. God wants to
bake an amazingly tasty cake with your life, and he wants to use even
the distasteful and bitter elements to do it.

God also doesn’t say that everything works together like we want it to
or that every story will have a happy ending. Not every business
decision will make a million dollars. Not every couple that gets
married lives happily ever after. Not every child will become captain
of the football team.

Instead, this verse reminds us that we can have absolute confidence

that the Master Designer of the universe causes everything to work
together for the good of those who love God.
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Hope isn’t the same as optimism. It isn’t the belief that something bad
will turn out well. It’s the absolute confidence that every part of your
life ultimately makes sense, regardless of how it turns out this side of
eternity.

From our vantage point, life looks like a mess at times. But God’s
view from heaven isn’t the same as ours.

You can’t even imagine the good that God has in store for your future.
You can trust him with your present circumstances and your future,
because he is always working for your good.

Talk It Over

e Do you believe that God can use the bad experiences of your life for
good? If so, how is that revealed in the way you talk with others
about what you are experiencing?

e In which experience from your life do you have the most difficult
time seeing the good that God will bring?

e How is Jesus’ death on the cross an example of God working out
good in a bad situation?
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2019.11.13 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Ask God for Help with Your Finances]

*You can be sure that God will take care of everything you

need, his generosity exceeding even yours in the glory that
pours from Jesus” (Philippians 4:19 The Message).

Philippians 4:19 is an amazing and all-encompassing promise
regarding provision. Note these two words: “God will.” It doesn’t say,
“He might meet your needs.” It says, “He will take care of your needs.
It’s written as a fact. God is staking his character and his reputation on
it.

2

Then the verse says, “God will take care of everything.” It doesn’t say,
“God will meet some of your needs.” It says he’s got them all covered.

Now, it doesn’t say, “God will meet all your greeds.” There’s a big
difference between needs and wants. If you’re a parent, do you give
your kids everything they want? I hope not. You don’t do that because
you love them—and your heavenly Father loves you. He’s not going
to give you everything you want, because if he did, you’d be spoiled
to death.

He won’t give you everything you want, but he will give you what
you need.

Then why do you have financial needs? Did God fail? Did he lie? Did
he exaggerate?

No! With every promise, there is a premise; there are conditions and
requirements. When God makes a promise, he says, “I’ll do my part,
and you do your part.” God’s financial principles are clearly laid out
for us in his Word. The Bible discusses many aspects of financial
health, including principles of saving, spending, giving, investing, and
stewardship. God has given you everything you need for financial
stability.
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But first, you need to ask for his help. Jesus says, “Ask, using my name,
and you will receive, and you will have abundant joy” (John 16:24
NLT).

Many people depend more on their credit card than on Jesus Christ.
Here’s a good rule: Before you pay for it, pray for it. Give God a
chance to provide before you go out and charge it. Ask him for
wisdom to make a good financial decision.

Why does God want you to ask? So he can give. Why does he want to
give? So you can receive.

Why does he want you to receive? So you’ll be full of joy.

There is great joy in being obedient to God’s Word when it comes to
your finances. God will take care of you. Just ask him!

Talk It Over
o What area of your finances do you have a hard time surrendering to
God, and why?
e How is it a testimony to others when you are joyfully responsible
with your finances?
e What big purchase are you considering? How can you pursue God’s
wisdom today for that purchase?
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2019.11.14 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Money Is Not Your Biggest Problem]

“Your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. Seek the
Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will
give you everything you need” (Matthew 6:32-33 NLT).

Every time we worry about money, we’re acting like we don’t believe
in God. It’s a way of saying, “It all depends on me.” That’s just not in
the Bible.

Worry is a warning light that we doubt the love of God. Yet the Bible
says God “provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his
covenant forever” (Psalm 111:5 NIV).

And the book of Romans tells us that God sent his Son, Jesus Christ,
to die on the cross for you to pay for your salvation. If God loves you
enough to send his own Son to die for you, surely he loves you
enough to take care of your bills.

God solved your biggest problem when he saved you, so any other
problem is minor in comparison. The bottom line is really this: Do
you believe that God will do what he says he will do—that he will
provide for you?

Are you willing to ask God for the things you need, rather than going
out and charging for them?

Are you willing to learn to be content?

Are you willing to worship with your tithe as God has commanded
and believe that he’s going to take care of your needs?

Are you willing to live with integrity and be honest in your finances?

Are you willing to trust Jesus Christ completely with every area of
your life?
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If you’re serious about being set free from financial fears, you must
choose to do what God has clearly told you to do. He’s laid it out in
his Word. He said, “I will do this, the promise, if you will obey the

premise.”

Make the choice today to be a faithful steward of the money and
resources you have so that God can use you for his purposes.

Talk It Over

o If you more deeply trusted God to take care of every need you have,
how would it change the specific ways you manage your finances?

e Are you content with what you have right now? Why or why not?

e Spend some time confessing the ways you have sought to control
your money and pursued your own purposes with your money. Ask
God for forgiveness and for help in growing as a faithful, obedient
disciple.
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2019.11.15 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Treat Your Treasures as a Trust]

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; | will put you in charge of many things. Come
and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21 NIV).

We never really own anything during our brief time on earth. God just
loans it to us while we’re here. The Bible says, “The world and all
that is in it belong to the Lord; the earth and all who live on it are
his” (Psalm 24:1 GNT).

The first job God gave humans was to manage and take care of God’s
“stuff” on earth. This role has never been rescinded. It is a part of our
purpose today. Everything we enjoy is to be treated as a trust that God
has placed in our hands.

Years ago, a couple let my wife and me use their beautiful, beachfront
home in Hawaii for a vacation. We were told, “Use it just like it’s
yours,” so we did! We swam in the pool, ate the food in the
refrigerator, used the bath towels and dishes, and even jumped on the
beds in fun!

But we knew all along that it wasn’t really ours, so we took special
care of everything. We enjoyed the benefits of using the home without
owning it. We were responsible stewards of the gift we had been
given.

Jesus often referred to life as a trust and told many stories to illustrate
our responsibility toward God. In the story of the talents, a
businessman evaluates each servant’s responsibility and rewards them
accordingly. He says, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21 NIV).

At the end of your life on earth, you will be evaluated and rewarded
according to how well you handled what God entrusted to you. That
means everything you do—even simple daily chores—has eternal
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implications. If you treat everything as a trust, God promises three
rewards in eternity.

First, you will be given God’s affirmation: He will say, “Good job!
Well done!” Next, you will receive a promotion and be given greater
responsibility in eternity: “I will put you in charge of many things.”
Then you will be honored with a celebration: “Come and share your
Master’s happiness.”

There will be no greater joy, and it is available to every faithful
steward of God’s gifts.

Talk 1t Over
e Besides money, what has God entrusted to you that he wants you
to steward responsibly?
e In what ways do you work daily to faithfully manage these
responsibilities? How can you continue growing in these areas?
e Have you ever thought about having responsibilities in heaven?
Why would you want more responsibilities in eternity?
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2019.11.16 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [Don’t Give Up When Times Get Tough]

“That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying,
our spirits are being renewed every day. For our present
troubles are quite small and won't last very long. Yet they
produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last
forever! So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now;
rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the
things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot
see will last forever” (2 Corinthians 4:16-18 NLT).

Why do bad things happen to good people? Why do we have to
suffer? Why is life so difficult sometimes?

As difficult as it is to understand, God can use your pain for his
purpose. Don’t be surprised if he is using tough times in your life to
test your faithfulness.

Faithful people keep on keeping on when other people choose to give
up. Faithful people are diligent and determined. They are persistent.

They change their perspective and focus on God’s promises in his
Word.

In 2 Corinthians 4, Paul says you need to get the right perspective
when you’re going through a problem. If you want to persist, don’t
look at the temporary problem. Look at the long-term reward. Don’t
look at the temporary pain; look at the long-term gain. Don’t look at it
with the short-term view, “What’s happening to me right now?”
Instead, look at the character that you are building because you
haven’t given up. You’re hanging in there.

God is more interested in what you are becoming than what you
accomplish.

If you are facing difficult times right now, | challenge you to write this
verse on a 3x5 card and memorize it: “So let’s not get tired of doing
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what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if
we don’t give up” (Galatians 6:9 NLT).

| pray it will encourage you to keep going. God is working in you and
for you, at just the right time and in just the right ways. You will be
rewarded for your faithfulness!

Talk 1t Over
e What is the long-term gain for those who are faithful to God and
his Word?

e Are you encouraged knowing that God is still working in your
suffering? Why or why not?

e What are some other promises from the Bible that can help you
persist in tough times?
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