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2019.09.29 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [The Holy Spirit Brings God’s Truth to Mind]

“The Holy Spirit ... will be your teacher and will bring to your
minds all that | have said to you.” (John 14:26)

God speaks through ideas from the Holy Spirit. He gives you thoughts.
He gives you suggestions. He puts impressions or notions in your mind.
When the devil talks to you, that is temptation. But when God talks to
you in your mind, we call that inspiration.

Jesus says in John 14:26, “The Holy Spirit ... will be your teacher and
will bring to your minds all that | have said to you” (Phillips).

The Holy Spirit is our teacher and counselor. He’s like a personal
coach! I know people who spend tens of thousands of dollars on a life
coach.

I’ve had a life coach for 30 years as we grew Saddleback Church. His
name is the Holy Spirit. I'm constantly asking God, “What’s next, God?
Holy Spirit, what do you want me to do?”

Notice it says, “bring to your minds.” The Holy Spirit speaks directly to
your mind. He doesn’t speak in an audible voice. I have never in my life
heard God speak in an audible voice. Why would he need to? He
doesn’t need to go through my ears. He goes directly to my mind. “His
Holy Spirit speaks to us deep in our hearts and tells us that we really
are God'’s children.” (Romans 8:16 NLT).

If the Holy Spirit brings God’s truth to mind, that means there’s got to
be something in there to bring out. That’s why you need to get into the
Bible. When you read, study, and fill your mind with God’s Work, you
are storing the truth in your mind, and then the Holy Spirit can bring it
to mind at just the right time.

Sometimes you may read the Bible and say, “I didn’t get anything out of
it today.” You don’t have to get something out of the Bible every time
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you read it. What you’re doing is storing the truth in your mind. Your
mind’s filled with everything else you’ve seen — every billboard, every
commercial, every bad joke, every movie. It’s all in there. You need to
balance it with the truth. Then the Holy Spirit can bring God’s truth to
mind and show you the way you should go.

Talk It Over
e What are some of the ways God speaks to you through the Holy Spirit?
Have you ever sensed his direction through a dream or vision?
e How does your current quiet time habit help you bank God’s truth in
your mind or keep you from it?
e Why do you think people are afraid of the Holy Spirit? Do you want to
hear from God in this way? Why or why not?
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2019.09.30 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Sometimes God Speaks By Saying Nothing]

“If God is silent, what’s that to you? If he turns his face away,
what can you do about it? But whether silent or hidden, he’s there,
ruling.” (Job 34:29 MSG)

Sometimes God speaks by saying nothing. This is extremely frustrating
to us! But God has his reasons when he’s silent. You have to just wait
and trust him. If you run ahead of God saying, “I haven’t heard anything
from God, so I’m just going to go ahead and do this” and you don’t trust
him, you’re going to have all kinds of problems and be filled with
regret.

There are many examples of this in the Bible. One of them was King
Saul, the first king of Israel. He was getting ready to go to battle, and he
went to God and said, “God, what do you want me to do in this battle?”

But Saul hadn’t been right with God for a long time. The Bible says in 1
Samuel 28:6, “Saul prayed to GOD, but GOD didn’t answer — neither
by dream nor by sign nor by prophet” (MSG).

Saul tried to find an answer three different ways, and he still didn’t get
it. So he got impatient. He got desperate, and he turned to the occult —
something he had outlawed in the country. He said, “Go find a spiritual
advisor. Find me a medium, a psychic, a witch, somebody who can
conjure up spirits or do a séance.” He knew it was wrong, and he did it
anyway because he got desperate. And you know what happened? He
lost everything. He lost the battle. He lost his reputation. He lost his life.
He didn’t wait to hear from God, and he suffered great consequences.

So what do you do when God is silent?
First, you remember that God is in control. Job 34:29 says, “If God is
silent, what’s that to you? If he turns his face away, what can you do

about it? But whether silent or hidden, he’s there, ruling.” God may not
share his plan with you, but it doesn’t mean he doesn’t have one. He has
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a plan and purpose for your life. He loves you. He’s a good God. And
he’ll take care of you if you’ll just wait on him.

Second, you trust God. The Bible says in Psalm 50:14, “I want you to
trust me in your times of trouble, so I can rescue you and you can give
me glory” (TLB). God is asking you today, “Will you trust me? Will
you trust me with that financial problem? Will you trust me with that
dream? Will you trust me with that ache in your heart? Will you trust
me with that stress? Will you trust me with that loneliness? Will you
trust me with that desire to get married? Will you trust me with that
health issue? Will you trust me with your dreams and ambitions? Will
you trust me?”’

Talk It Over

Pray this prayer aloud or in your heart: “Dear God, I don’t want to
go through life without hearing from you. | want to learn to listen.
Thank you for the Bible. Help me to read it. Thank you for gifted
teachers. Help me to act on what they teach. Help me to make some
godly friends that I can trust and listen to. | want to be open to the
ideas that you place in my mind. When I’m in pain, help me to learn
from it, not run from it. Most of all, help me to trust you and your
plan when you’re silent. Jesus Christ, I want to get to know you and
love you like you love me. In your name I pray. Amen.”
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2019.10.01 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Do You Want to Hear from God?]

“I will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my guardpost.
There | will wait to see what the LORD says and how he will
answer.” (Habakkuk 2:1 NLT)

Hearing from God starts with a desire. You have to want to hear from
God!

Habakkuk 2:1 says, “l will climb up to my watchtower and stand at my
guardpost. There | will wait to see what the LORD says and how he will
answer” (NLT).

Habakkuk begins with these words: “I will.” In other words, he’s saying
that he is deciding to listen to God. It’s a choice.

You’re never going to hear God unless you want to hear God. It’s just
that simple. God speaks to those who decide in advance that they’re
going to do whatever God tells them to do before he even tells them. He
does not play games. He wants you to desire communication with him
and for you to say, “God, you tell me what to do, and I’ll do it.”

Once you decide you want to hear from God, you have to withdraw to a
quiet place. Habakkuk 2:1 says, “I will climb up to my watchtower,”
which is a Hebrew expression that means to get alone.

You cannot hear God’s voice if you’re surrounded by noise. That’s why
you’ve got to find a quiet place. Would you agree that it’s tough to find
a quiet place in today’s world? How about in your own house? Parents
of preschoolers know what I’m talking about.

Let me give you parents a little encouragement. Susanna Wesley had 18
children, and two of her sons changed history. John Wesley was the
founder of the Methodist church, and Charles Wesley wrote hundreds of
Christian hymns. Both of them attributed their love for God to their
mom’s passionate dedication to the Lord. She prayed every day. How
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do you find time to withdraw and pray every day when you have 18
kids? Sometime in the afternoon, she would sit down in her rocking
chair and pull her long apron up over her head. All the kids knew that if
they disturbed mom when the apron was over her head, they were in for
it!

Jesus gives us some very specific advice in Matthew 6:6: “Find a quiet,
secluded place so you won'’t be tempted to role-play before God. Just be
there as simply and honestly as you can manage. The focus will shift
from you to God, and you will begin to sense his grace” (MSG).

There are two words that will motivate your decision to withdraw and
get away with the Lord: God cares. God cares about what you’re going
through. If you don’t realize that he cares, why would you want to spend
any time with him? Once you realize how much he cares, how much
grace he has to give to you, then you’ll make the decision to withdraw
and be with him.

Talk It Over

e In what ways do you show God that you want to hear from him?
e What is your quiet, secluded place? How does it help you hear from
God?
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2019.10.02 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [What Do You Do While You Wait on the Lord?]

“I will wait to see what the LORD says and how he will answer.”
(Habakkuk 2:1 NLT)

After you withdraw to a quiet place to hear from God, you need to wait
and calm your thoughts and emotions. You have to settle down!

Habakkuk 2:1 says, “I will wait to see what the LORD says and how he
will answer” (NLT). This means stay put and be still until you hear from
God.

Why is that important? Because hurry is the death of prayer. The reason
why you don’t hear God is because you’re in too much of a hurry. “God,
I want to hear from you. But hurry up! I’ve got to make it to my next
appointment.”

God speaks to people who take the time to listen. You must want to hear
from God, withdraw to a quiet place away from distractions, and then
calm yourself and wait.

There are four things you can do while you wait to hear from God.

Relax your body. When your body relaxes, it relaxes your mind. Then
you’re more open and able to hear God better. Psalm 46:10 says, “Be
still, and know that I am God” (NIV).

Wait quietly. Psalm 62:5 says, “Let all that | am wait quietly before
God, for my hope is in him” (NLT). Busyness ramps up the RPMs in
your mind. It gets it going. Have you ever gotten your mind going so
fast you can’t slow it down? Waiting quietly allows your engine to cool
down.

Wait patiently. “Be still in the presence of the LORD, and wait patiently

for him to act” (Psalm 37:7). Inner calm creates the intercom to God. In
other words, it makes the connection. When you get quiet, you can
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focus your mind on God and what he wants to say to you.

Wait expectantly. The Bible says in Psalm 130:5, “I wait expectantly,
trusting God to help, for he has promised” (TLB). God speaks to people
who expect him to speak to them.

God is watching you to see if you’re ready to receive his word. You
need to wait quietly and patiently and in expectation of his answer.

Talk It Over
o What are the distractions that work against you as you try to relax your
body and wait patiently?
o Is there a specific question that you are waiting on God to answer?
How are you waiting expectantly?
e What are some physical and mental exercises you can practice to help
relax your body?
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2019.10.03 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Whose Voice Are You Listening To?]

“Start with GOD — the first step in learning is bowing down to
GOD; only fools thumb their noses at such wisdom and learning.”
(Proverbs 1:7 MSG)

Have you noticed that the moment you establish a goal in your life, you
start hearing people say, “Who do you think you are?” or “It can't be
done” or “Forget about it”?

The antidote to the voices of doubt is to instead listen to the voice of
God. Just imagine all the critics that were in Noah's life. “That guy
Noah thinks God speaks to him, but he's just messing up all of our
property values by building that ark in his front yard.”

The Bible tells us that Noah listened to God. And what did he hear? He
heard God's warning that the world was going to be destroyed. He
believed what he had not yet seen. That's what faith is — being certain
of something we don't see.

So Noah didn’t turn back on the vision God had given him. Instead, he
built the ark.

God is going to give you a goal for your life, and some people may
think it’s pretty crazy. But you’ve got to stay focused on what you know
God has said through his Word, the Bible. Then, you’ve got to go build
your ark!

Talk It Over
e What are ways you’ve allowed fear or criticism to keep you from
reaching your goals?
e What dream would you pursue if you were not afraid of criticism?
e How can you practice listening for God voice?
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2019.10.04 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [To Hear God, Get Near God]

“It is the Lord who gives wisdom; from him come knowledge and
understanding.” (Proverbs 2:6 TEV)

You say, “I want to trust God, but I don't hear him.”

You don't hear God when your mind is filled with a thousand other
distractions. To hear God, you’ve got to get near God. You've got to get
alone with God and be quiet.

The Bible says, “Be still and know that | am God” (Psalm 46:10 NIV).
That means sit down and shut up. That's how you hear God and get near
to God. You have to sit alone and just be quiet with your Bible and say,
“God, is there anything you want to say to me?” You read God’s Word,
and you talk to him about what's on your heart.

And, God says he will give you the wisdom you need to recognize his
voice and follow through on what he says: “It is the Lord who gives
wisdom; from him come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs 2:6
TEV).

Pray this today: “God, I want to listen to you, not the voices of doubt. I
want to get close to you and get to know you better. | want to hear you,
and | promise to then obey you. | want to be one of the people that you

can use and bless in the next 10 years. | want those years to be a decade
of destiny for me and my family.”

Talk It Over
e What do you need to change about the way you meet with the Lord so
that you can be quiet and draw near to him?
e Do you regularly hear from God? How do you normally react to his
voice and what he tells you to do?
e How can you show God that you are ready to obey what he tells you to
do?
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2019.10.05 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [God Always Provides. It’s Your Job To Ask]

‘Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave him up for us

all, won t he also give us everything else ? ”( Romans 8:32 NLT )

When | was a kid, any time | needed something, I’d go talk to my dad.

Sometimes what | needed was expensive, but | remember that not once
as a kid did I worry about where my father was going to get the money

for whatever | needed. That wasn’t my job! It was my dad’s job to figure

out where the money was going to come from. It was my job as a kid to
simply ask.

It’s not your job to figure out how God’s going to provide. It’s your job
to ask.

The Bible says in James 4:2, “You do not have because you do not ask
God” ( NIV ) .

Here’s the second key to stress management: Worry less, and ask more.
Instead of worrying, pray about everything.

Romans 8:32 says, “Since he did not spare even his own Son but gave

him up for us all, won t he also give us everything else ?” ( NLT )

If God solved your biggest problem, everything else is small by
comparison. If God loved you enough to send Jesus to die for your sins,

don’t you think he loves you enough to help you with your finances?

Don’t you think he loves you enough to help you with your health? With
your relationships? With career decisions? With closing a deal? With
your deadline ?
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There’s no area of your life that God is not interested in. He already

knows what you need, but he still wants you to ask him for it. Instead of
worrying, pray about everything.

Talk It Over
o What keeps you from asking God for the things that you need?
e Why do you think God wants you to ask him for what you need when he
already knows all your needs?
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