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2019.09.22 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Prayer: Ask God Specific Questions]

“ will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; | will
look to see what He will say to me.” (Habakkuk 2:1 NIV)

While you’re waiting for God to speak to you, you need to be ready for
God to give you a mental picture. Habakkuk 2:1 says, “I will stand at
my watch and station myself on the ramparts; | will look to see what he
will say to me” (NIV).

Why does he say “look to see”? Doesn’t it make more sense to say he
will “listen to”” what God says?

God’s voice is often visual. Sometimes God speaks t0 you by putting a
mental picture or image in your mind. Some of you may think, “That’s
kind of weird — God putting a picture in my mind.” If NASA can
receive pictures from Mars, don’t you think God can put a picture in
your mind? Of course He can.

So how do you look for a mental image from God if you’re not a visual
thinker? Here are two ways that help me:

1. Ask God a specific question. James 1:5-6 says, “If you want to know
what God wants you to do, ask Him, and He will gladly tell you, for He
is always ready to give a bountiful supply of wisdom to all who ask Him
.... But when you ask Him, be sure that you really expect Him to tell
you” (TLB). Those verses tell us three truths.

First, God wants you to ask Him for advice. You’re not bothering Him.
He’s interested in every detail of your life, and He’s waiting for you to
ask.

Second, the more specific you are, the better, because it builds your
faith when you ask God for something specific and then He answers.
Don’t be general in your prayers.



Third, God wants you to expect an answer. Don’t pray and ask God for
help unless you expect that He’s going to help you.

2. Look into God’s Word. After you withdraw and as you’re waiting
and watching for the Lord, you need to get into the Bible. I can’t tell
you how many times God has taken a verse and, even after I’ve read a
passage a hundred times, it suddenly pops out at me, and | see
something I’ve never seen before. God uses the Bible to give answers to
your specific questions.

The Bible says, “Open my eyes, so that | may see the wonderful truths in
your law” (Psalm 119:18 TEV). Ask God to show you new truths and
His wisdom as you study his Word and wait on Him to speak.

Talk It Over
e What is something that you asked God for specifically? How did He
respond?

e How do you need God to provide for you today? Do you expect Him
to provide for you?
e Why do you think it is so hard for us to wait on the Lord?
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2019.09.23 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Start Writing Down Your Prayers]

“I will climb my watchtower and wait to see what the LORD will
tell me to say and what answer he will give to my complaint. The
LORD gave me this answer: ‘Write down clearly on tablets what |
reveal to you.” (Habakkuk 2:1-2 TEV)

Because Habakkuk wrote down what the Lord said to him, we have the
book called Habakkuk. Because David wrote down what God spoke to
him, we have the book of Psalms. They asked God a question, God gave
them an answer, and they wrote it down.

If your prayer life is stuck in a rut and you feel like you’re saying the
same prayers over and over, one of the best things you can do is start
writing down your prayers. It makes it more personal, and it helps you
be more serious about your prayers.

This is called the spiritual habit of journaling. It’s a habit that will help
you refresh your prayer life. But don’t make it too complicated! Simply
write down what you’re saying to God, and write down what God’s
saying to you.

After you get your notebook, remember these two practical suggestions
to help make your journaling more effective.

First, put a vertical line down the center of the page. On one side, write
what you say to God. On the other side, write what God says to you. As
you write down what you say to God, don’t expect him to always say
something to you immediately. Sometimes he’ll answer later in the day,
or he may even wake you up in the middle of the night.

Then, on the same sheet of paper, draw a horizontal line, and above the
line, write “Yesterday” and record the events of your day. Underneath
the line, write “Life Lessons.” The next day, look back on the events of
the day before and ask, “What lesson was God trying to teach me



through those events?” God is trying to teach us lessons through the
everyday events of our lives, but we miss them all the time. When you
take time to write them out in this way, it will help you focus on hearing
God’s voice and what he wants you to learn from him.

Journaling is a very powerful habit. It helps you focus your thoughts. It
helps you remember what you said and what God said. It helps you test
the impressions that you get from God.

It also helps you worship as you thank God for speaking to you. “O
Lord, now | have heard your report, and | worship you in awe”
(Habakkuk 3:2 TLB).

Talk It Over

o How does recording the events of your day and lessons you learned
help you test an impression to see whether or not it is from God?

e  Why do you think journaling is called a “spiritual habit”?

e Why do we often miss the lessons God is trying to teach us?
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2019.09.24 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [When God Gives Direction, Mature Believers Will
Confirm]

‘[God’s] intent was that now, through the church, the manifold
wisdom of God should be made known.” (Ephesians 3:10 NIV)

When you think you’ve heard God tell you something, you might ask
yourself, “How do I know if this impression is really from God?

If you want to know if your impression is from God, you need to ask,
“Does my church family confirm it?”

You need the wisdom and advice of godly people in your life to help
you stay on track. God never meant for you to go through life on your
own. That’s why he created the church!

We need each other. Nobody has all the answers. Nobody has it all
together. Nobody knows the right decision every time. That’s why we
need a church family. We need spiritually mature friends to bounce
ideas off of and get feedback from.

Ephesians 3:10 says, “/God’s] intent was that now, through the church,
the manifold wisdom of God should be made known” (NIV).

If God has genuinely spoken to you, then other mature believers will
confirm it. If they don’t confirm it, you have every reason to doubt
whether it’s really from God.

If you feel resistant to even sharing the impression, where do you think
that resistance is coming from? It’s coming from the devil. It means it’s
not from God, because God would not have a problem with you sharing
an idea from him. He wants us to learn from each other, to share with
each other, to get the wise counsel of each other.

I’ve been a pastor for many, many years. I’ve talked to thousands of
people. I have concluded that the two biggest reasons people mess up in
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life are that one, they have no spiritually mature friends, and two, they
don’t listen to them even if they do have them.

The Bible says in Proverbs 11:9, “The wisdom of the righteous can save
you” (GNT). It doesn’t say the wisdom of your best friends. It says the
“wisdom of the righteous” — in other words, people who have been
walking with God longer than you. They’re not perfect, but they are
making an effort to grow, and they’re sincere. What do they save you?
They save you time, money, energy, and they save you from mistakes,
failure, and danger. That’s why you need other, mature believers to help
you know if an impression is from God.

Talk It Over
e Who are the people in your life who you can share your impressions
with and who will give you biblical counsel?
o What keeps you from sharing with other believers about your spiritual
guestions and your relationship with God?
e Would other believers say they can freely share their ideas and
impressions with you? Why or why not?
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2019.09.25 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [God’s Guidance Will Confirm Your Shape]

“We are God'’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians
2:10 NIV)

There are two more ways you can test if an idea or impression is from
God.

First, is it consistent with how God has shaped you?

Before you were born, God planned the contribution he wanted you to
make in this world, and he gave you the shape you need — the spiritual
gifts, heart, abilities, passion, and experience — to be able to complete
that contribution. He shaped and designed you for a specific purpose.

Ephesians 2:10 says, “We are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (NIV).

God’s going to give you impressions that fit your shape. He’s going to
give you impressions to fit how he’s made you. If you’re good at music,
God’s going to give you impressions that lead you to use your gifts in
music. I, on the other hand, am not good at music. So if | get an
impression to go on American Idol, that’s not an idea from the Lord.

If you get an impression that’s entirely contrary to the way God has
shaped you, ignore it. We get those all the time because we compare
ourselves with other people and think, “I’d like to be like them.” But
God shaped you the way he did to make an incredible impact on this
world. His leading will not contradict who he’s made you to be; in fact,
it will confirm your shape and purpose.

Second, you need to ask yourself if your idea concerns your
responsibility.

If it’s not your responsibility, why in the world would God talk to you
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about it? Romans 14:4 says, “Who are you to judge someone else’s
servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will
stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.” When God speaks, it’s
going to be relevant to your life, not someone else’s. Don’t try to listen
for what God wants to say to your husband or your girlfriend or
anybody else. Satan can discredit the Lord with well-meaning Christians
who assume that they know God’s will for somebody else’s life.

Does God ever speak to other people through you? Yes. But he usually
does it without you knowing about it. And, it will usually be as a
confirmation of what he’s already said to them. God will use other
people in your life to confirm what he’s saying to you, and he will use
you to confirm in somebody else’s life what he’s saying to them.

Talk It Over
e What is the idea or impression you believe God has recently given
you? How does it enhance and utilize your shape?
e How has God used other people to speak to you?
e Where do you think the idea to compare yourself with others come
from?
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2019.09.26 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Does Your |dea Agree with the Bible?]

“Anyone who wants to do [God’s] will can test this teaching and
know whether it's from God or whether I’'m making it up.” (John
7:17 MSG)

Jesus said in John 7:17, “Anyone who wants to do [God’s] will can test
this teaching and know whether it’s from God or whether I'm making it
up” (MSG). God doesn’t like it when people put words in his mouth and
say, “God told me to do this,” when he really didn’t. So how do you
know when it’s God talking to you?

First, you have to ask if the idea agrees with the Bible.

God is consistent. He will never contradict what he’s already said in his
Word. God will never tell you to violate a principle that’s in the Bible.
He’ll never tell you to ignore what he’s already said. He’ll never tell you
to deny what he’s already said.

Luke 21:33 says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away” (NIV). That means if it’s true, it has always been true,
and it always will be true. Because truth is not new! Truth has been
around forever. If something was true 4,000 years ago, it was true 50
years ago, and it is still true today. God’s truth stands the test of time.

Trends change. Popular opinion changes. Even science changes. But the
truth of God never changes, so God would never say something and
then change his mind. When God says that you should only have sex
with the person you’re committed to in marriage, then he’s not going to
tell you go have sex with anybody you want to have sex with. God does
not change his mind! That truth should encourage you, because you
never have to wonder what God thinks about something that he has
clearly stated in his Word.

You need to dig into God’s Word and memorize it so that when you get
an idea or an impression, you can say, “That couldn’t be from God
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because the Bible says this.” If you don’t know the Bible, you’ll be
fooled by all kinds of lies from Satan.

The more you know God’s Word, the better you will be able to discern
when God is speaking to you.

Talk It Over
e What is a truth from the Bible that you’ve tried to “adapt” to fit your
circumstances?
e How will you respond if you discover that your impression does not
agree with the Bible?
e What are some ways you can start to memorize and get to know God’s
Word better?
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2019.09.27 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Prayer: God Guides You To Be More Like
Christ]

“The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good
fruit, impartial and sincere.” (James 3:17 NIV)

If you want to recognize God’s voice and figure out whether you have
an impression from him or not, first you need to ask if the idea agrees
with the Bible.

Then, you need to ask, “If I follow through on this impression, will it
make me more like Christ?”

Philippians 2:5 says, “In your lives you must think and act like Christ
Jesus” (NCV). God’s goal is to make us more like Christ, so he would
not give us an impression that would lead us in a direction opposite that
goal.

James 3:17 is a great checklist for helping you to see if something is an
impression from God when it comes to the character qualities of Jesus
Christ: “The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit,
impartial and sincere” (NIV).

If your idea or impression is impure, then it’s obviously not from God.
This may sound pretty simple, but you wouldn’t believe how many
people I meet who are trying to convince themselves that an impure
impression is somehow from God.

Is the impression peace loving? God’s going to give impressions that
promote harmony and not conflict.

Is it considerate? When God gives you an impression, he is concerned
about the impact that impression is going to have on somebody else.

He’s not going to give you impressions that mess up other people’s
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lives.

Is this impression submissive? That’s not a word that we use very much,
but it simply means humble, teachable, and not arrogant. If you’ve
really heard from God, then you’re not going to be afraid to test that
idea by sharing it with others and getting their input.

Is it full of mercy? I’ve met a lot of people who think they have heard
from God and yet they’re the most judgmental, condemning, and
negative people. Those people haven’t heard from God. They’ve heard
from their own prejudices and anger. If you really hear from God, it
makes you full of mercy.

Is it impartial and sincere? An idea from God won’t make you
manipulate and control others.

Checking an impression against these seven character qualities of Jesus
Christ will help you know if your idea is from God and if it will make
you more like Jesus.

Talk It Over

e How do you show God that you want to be more like Jesus?

e What is an idea or impression that you believe God has recently given
you? Does it hold up to these seven qualities of Jesus?

e How does your opinion of an idea change when you think about how it
affects other people?
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2019.09.28 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [God’s Voice Will Bring Peace]

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you
will experience God'’s peace, which exceeds anything we can
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you
live in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT)

The past few days I’ve given you several ways you can test an
impression to know if it’s from God. There are two final questions you
can ask to test your idea.

You need to ask, “Is it convicting or is it condemning?”

A lot of Christians go through life living under condemnation and guilt,
thinking it’s the voice of God. But it’s not. That’s the devil!

Conviction comes from God. Condemnation comes from the devil. The
purpose of conviction is to correct something that’s out of whack in
your life. The purpose of condemnation is just to put you down and
make you feel miserable and guilty and ashamed. The motivation
behind conviction is that God loves you and wants to help you be better.
The motivation behind condemnation is that Satan hates you and wants
to make you miserable. When God speaks to you about an area in your
life for conviction, he’s very specific. Condemnation is general.

God will give you a specific area of your life where something is out of
whack. Then, he gives you the solution. You confess it to God, and the
feeling of conviction leaves instantly. Condemnation, on the other hand,
goes on and on and on.

Romans 8:1 says, “There is no condemnation for those who belong to
Christ Jesus” (NLT). God will never attack your value. If you hear a
voice that says, “You’re hopeless! You’re worthless! You’re unlovable!”
you can know that is not the voice of God.

Finally, you need to ask about your idea or impression, “Do I sense
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God’s peace about it?”

If you get an impression and it makes you feel pressured, overwhelmed,
or confused, you need to question whether that impression is from God.
Because God doesn’t want us to live under pressure. He wants us to
sense his peace.

Satan wants to drive us compulsively. But God desires to draw us
compassionately. Peter Lord used to say, “Ninety percent of what God
says to us is encouragement.” Have you sensed God saying anything
encouraging to you lately? Or is it all about pressure? God has some
encouraging things to say to us.

There is a word for the pressure that comes into our lives that drives us
away from God’s peace: worry. But Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Don ’t
worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what
you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience
God'’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”

These verses tell us that worry is never from God. It only creates
pressure in our lives. Those verses also give us this incredible promise:
Take your worry to God, and leave it there. Listen to his voice. It will
bring peace if you only obey it.

Talk It Over

Take some time to write down these seven questions on a notecard, and put it
somewhere that it is easily accessible so that you can reference it when you
want to know if an impression is from God.
e Does it agree with the Bible? (John 7:17)
Will it make me more like Christ? (James 3:17)
Does my church family confirm it? (Ephesians 3:10)
Is it consistent with how God has shaped me? (Ephesians 2:10)
Does it concern my responsibility? (Romans 14:4)
Is it convicting rather than condemning? (Romans 8:1
Do I sense God’s peace about it? (Philippians 4:6-7)
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