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2019.09.08 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Don't Fear in God's Delays]

“Do you remember how the Lord led you through the wilderness
for all those forty years, humbling you and testing you to find out
how you would respond, and whether or not you would really
obey him?”(Deuteronomy 8:2 TLB).

Dreams are never fulfilled immediately. There’s always a waiting
period. The Israelites were brought out of Egypt and then wandered
around for 40 years before they went into the Promised Land, even
though the trip shouldn’t have taken more than a few weeks.
Just like the Israelites, sometimes we are delayed by design. Every
dream has difficulties. God uses delays to get us ready for those
difficulties.

God also uses delays to test us. The Bible says in Deuteronomy
8:2, “Do you remember how the Lord led you through the wilderness
for all those forty years, humbling you and testing you to find out how
you would respond, and whether or not you would really obey
him?” (TLB).

So when your dream is delayed, how should you respond?

Don’t fear!

Embracing fear is the first mistake the Israelites made. Deuteronomy
1:28a says, “Why should we go there? We are afraid. The men we sent
tell us that the people there are stronger and taller than we
are” (GNT). The Israelites had enough faith to move out of Egypt, but
they didn’t have enough faith to move into the Promised Land. They
were afraid.
The problem with fear is that it keeps you in the wilderness. It
prolongs the delay. Many of your dreams have never been fulfilled,
not because of God but because of you, because you wouldn’t step out
in faith.

The antidote to fear is faith, focusing on God’s presence. Realize that
God is with you. He says, “Fear not, for I am with you” (Isaiah



41:10a TLB). He’s with you now, he always has been, and he always
will be.

Maybe you’re in the delay phase right now. You’ve been praying
about something, and it hasn’t happened yet. You may start to think
that God has forgotten you.

God has not forgotten you! It is a delay by design. God knows what
you’re going through. He wants to build your character, and he wants
you to learn to trust in him. You can count on him for his help. Don’t
fear.

Talk It Over
e How has God’s testing of your faith produced spiritual growth in
your life?

e What are your fears about where God may be leading you or what he
may be asking you to do?
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2019.09.09 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Rest, and Trust God’s Timing]

‘Rest in the Lord; wait patiently for him to act. . . . Don’t fret and
worry — it only leads to harm” (Psalm 37:7-8 TLB).

Proverbs 19:2b says, “Impatience will get you into trouble” (GNT).
It’s frustrating when you’re in a hurry and God isn’t. God is never in a
hurry! The Bible says a day is like a thousand years and a thousand
years like a day to God. One of the most useless things to try to do is
to speed up God. When we try to take matters into our own hands and
help God out, we get in trouble.

When you get a dream from God and make the decision to go for it
but then are forced into God’s waiting room, you start trying to figure
out ways of doing God’s dream on your own.

But the Bible says to trust God’s timing: “Rest in the Lord; wait
patiently for him to act. . . . Don't fret and worry — it only leads to
harm” (Psalm 37:7-8 TLB).

Resting can be an act of faith. It means you’re waiting on God. When
Jesus and the disciples were in a boat that was caught in a big storm,
Jesus just kept sleeping through all the ruckus while the disciples
freaked out. When they woke him up to ask, “Why are you sleeping?!”
he responded, “Do you think God is going to let the boat sink with me
in it?” By sleeping through the storm, Jesus was saying that we can
trust God even in the middle of a storm.

When we get into a storm, we tend to lie awake all night and fret
about it. But that means we’re not living by faith. We can’t get any
sleep because we don’t really trust God to work it out. God says,
“Don’t fret. Remember that I’'m always with you, and you can trust
my timing.”

Worry only makes you miserable. So stop worrying, and start trusting



God to work in you and through you while you are in a delay on the
way to your dream.

Talk It Over

e Why does rest so often make us feel guilty?

o What do you think God is trying to teach you while you have been
delayed? What have you learned about yourself and about God in a
delay by design?

e What is one thing you can change about your schedule or your
expectations so that you are not tempted to rush God in this phase of
your faith?
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2019.09.10 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Don’t Settle for Less Than God’s Best]

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9 NIV).

When you go through the delays in life, don’t get discouraged. Don’t
lose heart. Don’t give up!

The Israelites did, and it kept them out of the Promised Land.
Numbers 14:2-4 says, “All the Israelites grumbled against Moses . . .
‘If only we had died in Egypt! ... We should choose a leader and go
back to Egypt” (NIV). They gave up on their dream. They had been
rescued after 400 years of slavery but then wanted to go back because
they were being delayed.

Like the Israelites, some people would rather live in slavery than face
the fear of freedom. They are not willing to push through and work on
the problem until they get it right. They want to give up. They settle
for mediocrity in life.

Don’t settle for less than God’s best for your life. If that means going
through a tunnel of conflict, take the tunnel. In the middle of the
tunnel, it will be dark, and you will want to run back to the light. But
you’ve got to keep going until you come out on the other side into the
light.

Instead of getting discouraged, be persistent and pray.

Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (NIV).

This is the law of the harvest: There is always a delay between sowing
and reaping. You plant in one season, and you reap in another. God
wants to see if you’re going to keep cultivating, planting, and sowing.
If he sees consistency in your life, then the harvest will come. It will
not come immediately, because it proves nothing if he does it
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immediately — no character development or stretching your faith.

Luke 18:1 tells us that we “must always pray and never lose heart”
(Phillips).

Those are the two options you have in life: Pray continually, or lose
heart. You will always be doing one or the other. If you pray
continually, you will not be discouraged. If you don’t pray continually,
you will lose heart. You will get discouraged by the problems you’re
facing in your life — whether it’s at work or at school or in your
family. You’ve got to keep on praying!

What do you pray during the delay phases of life? Pray, “Help me
hold on and not give up.” God will hear you, and he will help. You are
not alone, so you don’t have to get discouraged, even when you are

delayed.

Talk It Over

e What lesson have you learned in your delay? How can you apply
that lesson to the pursuit of your dream?

e What does it mean to pray continually or “always pray”? How is that
possible?

e How has God shown you in the past that he is faithful? Remind
yourself of those experiences when you start to doubt his
faithfulness in your delay.

11l
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2019.09.11 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [In Your Delay, Remember God’s Faithfulness]

“I will bless the Lord and not forget the glorious things he does
for me” (Psalm 103:2 TLB).

When our dream is delayed, it causes us to forget many things. We
tend to forget our dream. We forget what God has done in our lives
and his goodness to us in the past. We forget that God is with us. We
forget God’s power.

The Israelites made this same mistake in the wilderness: “They forgot
the many times [God] showed them his love, and they rebelled against
the Almighty at the Red Sea. But he saved them, as he had promised,
in order to show his great power. . . . But they quickly forgot what he
had done and acted without waiting for his advice” (Psalm 106:7b-8,
13 GNT).

It’s unbelievable how short their memory was! In Egypt, God sent 10
plagues on the Egyptians just to rescue his people, and the children of
Israel forgot it just days later when they were at the Red Sea saying,
“We’re all going to die!” They forgot what God had done. Then God
did a miracle and opened the Red Sea. They walked through to the
other side and immediately forgot that miracle and cried, “We’re
going to die of thirst!” God miraculously provided water. The
Israelites forgot that and complained, “We’re going to die because we
have no food!” They were always forgetting.

But we shouldn’t be too quick to judge them, because we do the exact
same thing. When a delay occurs in our lives, we start acting like
God’s never done anything for us. Has God done things for you in the
past? Sure he has. And you can count on him to do it again tomorrow
and the next day and the day after that.

Instead of forgetting, you need to remember God’s promises. There
are more than 7,000 of them in the Bible. Whenever you have a
problem, find a promise like 2 Timothy 2:13: “Even when we are too
weak to have any faith left, he remains faithful to us and will help
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us . . . and he will always carry out his promises to us” (TLB). The
promises are always greater than the problems you’re facing!

God may not have fulfilled the promise in your life because he’s
waiting on you. He’s waiting on you to learn to not fear, not fret, not
faint, not forget. He wants you to learn that before he delivers you.

God can do things immediately, but he’s working on a larger agenda.
The delays that come in your life do not destroy God’s purpose. They
fulfill God’s purpose in your life.

“I will bless the Lord and not forget the glorious things he does for me”
(Psalm 103:2 TLB).

Talk It Over
e What has God done for you that proves his faithfulness?
e How has God been refining you in the delay of your dream?
e What can you change about your attitude as you spend time in God’s
waiting room?

15
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2019.09.12 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Three Mistakes to Avoid in the Face of
Difficulty]

“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have
overcome the world” (John 16:33b NIV).

In Acts 27, Paul set sail for Rome with other prisoners, and they faced
great difficulties on their journey because the winds were against them.
Paul warned the men on one leg of their voyage that if they set sail,
they would be caught in a major storm and the results would be
disastrous. They decided to sail anyway, making three common
mistakes that we also tend to make that get us into trouble.

1. We listen to bad advice. “[They] followed the advice of the pilot”
(Acts 27:11b NIV). God had already said not to do it, and Paul warned
them not to do it. But because the “expert” said it was okay, they did
it. If God tells you to do one thing and all the experts in the world tell
you to do something else, don’t listen to the experts. Listen to what

God says. °

2. We follow the crowd. “The majority decided that [they] should
sail on” (Acts 27:12b NIV). The majority is often wrong! The
majority of the Israelites wanted to go back to Egypt, and they were
wrong, too. Peer pressure keeps a lot of people from doing what God
wants them to do.

3. We rely on circumstances. “When a gentle south wind began to
blow, they saw their opportunity” (Acts 27:13a NIV). Paul warned the
others that they were heading into a storm, but they sailed anyway.
You should not go through every open door you see. You should not
take advantage of every opportunity given to you. You should not
accept every job that is offered to you. You should not date everybody
that asks you out. Satan can arrange circumstances, too, so you need to
ask God for his direction.

Trouble is a part of life. You will have difficulties! Jesus told us so in
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John 16:33b: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! |
have overcome the world” (NIV).

But knowing how to avoid these three mistakes will help you navigate
through the difficulties you faced on your journey of faith.

Talk It Over
e Why do you think God allows you to experience difficulty on your
journey of faith?
e How have you gotten into trouble because you made one of the three
mistakes discussed in today’s devotional?
o How did God deliver you in that situation?
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2019.09.13 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Every Storm Is a School, Every Trial a Teacher]

“This small and temporary trouble we suffer will bring us a
tremendous and eternal glory, much greater than the trouble” (2
Corinthians 4:17 GNT).

When we go through difficulties in life, the first thing we often try to
do is blame somebody else. But it doesn’t matter where your problem
came from — God still has a purpose for it in your life. Even when
you do stupid things, God can use it. Even when other people hurt you
intentionally, he can use it. Even when the Devil plans bad things for
your life, God can bring good out of it.

God’s purpose is greater than your problems and your pain. He has a
plan! You need to look past the temporary pain and look instead at the
long-term benefit in your life.

Romans 5:3-4 says, “We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems
and trials, for we know that . . . they help us learn to be patient. And
patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God
more each time we use it until finally our hope and faith are strong
and steady” (TLB).

What’s the purpose of your problems and difficulty? God wants you
to learn something. Every storm is a school. Every trial is a teacher.
Every experience is an education. Every difficulty is for your
development.

Most of us are slow learners. If you don’t learn something, God will
bring it up again in your life. It will come back, because God is more
interested in your character than he is in your comfort. He is more
interested in seeing you become more like Christ than he is in making
things easy for you.

Maybe you are facing a major difficulty right now. It may be an
illness or guilt or a financial problem or strain in a relationship. Does

22



God have a word for you while you’re going through your difficulty?
Absolutely. God is saying to you, “Don’t give up. Grow up.” Fulfill
the purpose of your difficulty — becoming more and more the person
he created you to be.

“This small and temporary trouble we suffer will bring us a
tremendous and eternal glory, much greater than the trouble” (2
Corinthians 4:17 GNT).

Talk 1t Over
e How does placing blame affect you spiritually and emotionally?
e What steps can you take to grow spiritually so that you can fulfill
the purpose of your difficulty?
e How might you respond to someone who asks, “Why is this ‘good
person’ experiencing such a hard time?”
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2019.09.14 (Saturday) Devotion

Title: [In Difficult Times, What Happens in You is Most
Important]

“Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless these men
stay with the ship, you cannot be saved’ (Acts 27:31 NIV).

Life is not fair. You will have problems, difficulties, and hurts that
will make you better or bitter. You will either grow up or give up.
Either you’ll become who God wants you to be or your heart will
become hard. You have to decide how you are going to respond to the
tough times in your life. How will you handle it?

When you go through those difficult times, what happens to you is not
nearly as important as what happens in you. That’s what you take into
eternity — not the circumstances but your character.

In Acts 27, we learn three ways you shouldn’t respond in trials:

1. Don’t drift. “The ship was caught by the storm and could not head
into the wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along” (Acts
27:15 NIV). The ship carrying Paul and other prisoners to Rome was
in the middle of the Mediterranean and hadn’t seen the sun for 14 days,
so they couldn’t get any bearings, and they started to drift.

When they face difficulty, some people start drifting through life.
They have no goal, purpose, ambition, or dream for their life. Today,
we call this “coasting.” The problem with coasting is that you’re
headed downhill. Life is not a coast. Life’s tough. Don’t lose your
ambition or your dream just because life gets hard.

2. Don’t discard. “We took such a violent battering from the storm
that the next day they began to throw the cargo overboard” (Acts
27:18 NIV). The men in charge needed to lighten the ship, so they
threw the cargo overboard, then the tackle and the food. They were
discarding things they needed because the storm was so tough.
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When you get in a storm and the stress gets unbearable, you tend to
start abandoning values and relationships you would not let go of in
better times. You say, “I’m giving up on my marriage. I’'m giving up
on my dream to go to college.”

God says, “Stay with the ship!” For example, have you done that in
your marriage? Have you said, “Divorce is not an option for us; we’re
going to make it work™? If you haven’t, you’ll always be tempted to
walk out. If you don’t throw away the key, you’ll never develop the
character God wants you to have. God can change situations and
personalities. He can change you. I’ve learned from personal
experience that it is never God’s will to run from a difficult situation.
God wants you to learn, grow, and develop, and he is there with you
all the time.

3. Don’t despair. “We finally gave up all hope of being saved” (Acts
27:20b NIV). After 14 days in total darkness and after giving up their
cargo, tackle, and food, the passengers finally give up hope. But
they’d forgotten one thing: Even in a storm, God is in control. He
hasn’t left you. You may not feel him, but if you feel far from God,
guess who moved?

God is with you in the storm, and he’ll help you through it. He is
testing you to see if you’ll trust him.

Talk 1t Over
e How do you demonstrate that you trust God when you're in a
storm?

e  What difficult situation have you been waiting on God to change?
e How might God be waiting on you to start changing instead of
changing the situation? How will you respond?
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