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2019.09.01 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Celebrate With Your Kids!]

“People ought to enjoy every day of their lives, no matter how
long they live” (Ecclesiastes 11:8a NCV).

Kids need celebration!

That’s just a fancy word for fun. Families ought to have fun! The
home should be a place to play. This is a major fault in many, many
homes where the parents are basically good parents and are watching
out for their kids, but they don’t have enough fun. They’re too busy.
They come home with a “to do” list after work is over. All that stuff
has to be done, and they just don’t have time for fun.

Do you endure your kids or do you enjoy them? Kids need celebration.

“People ought to enjoy every day of their lives, no matter how long
they live” (Ecclesiastes 11:8 NCV).

When my kids were growing up, we had what we liked to call
“Daddy’s Magical Mystery Tours.” Periodically, I shook up the whole
schedule and said, “Forget the routine; we’re going to go have fun.” I
would even wake up the kids in the middle of the night and put them
in the car and do something outrageous — on a school night! So what
if they miss a day of school? They’re going to remember that event.
They’re going to remember when I got them up real early in the
morning and let them eat French toast that | colored green.

Have fun with your kids! Enjoy them! No single day out of routine is
going to make or break their lives. But a single special event that is
crazy and fun will make a memory your kids will never forget.

If you’re not having fun with your kids at home and celebrating, don’t
be surprised when they don’t want to spend time at home. If you don’t
have fun with your kids and really enjoy them, don’t be surprised


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ec+11:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ec+11:8

when they grow up and move out and don’t want to come back very
often.

Don’t just endure your kids. Enjoy them!

Talk It Over
e What is more important to you: your schedule or making sure your
kids have fun?
e Why do we sometimes put our schedule before our kids?
e What can you do this week to have fun with your kids?
e What will you have to give up in order to do that?
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2019.09.02 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Trust Your Kids with Responsibility]

“Whoever can be trusted with a little can also be trusted with a
lot . . . If you cannot be trusted with things that belong to
someone else, who will give you things of your own?” (Luke
16:10a, 12 NCV).

Kids need experiences that stretch them, reveal their talents, and
develop their shape for ministry. They need challenges where they
develop responsibility. One of the most important life skills all of us
have to learn is responsibility.

How do you teach responsibility to your children? There’s only one
way: Give them the opportunity. Trust them with responsibility. Will
they make mistakes? Absolutely. You did, too, when you were
growing up. Will they sometimes be irresponsible? Yes. But if you
hold on to responsibility, you’re actually hurting your children. The
goal of parenting from the moment your kids are born is to move them
from parent control in the early years to self-control in the middle
years to God’s control over their lives.

That means you have to give up control! When we take
responsibility for people, we take it away from people. If you treat
your children as babies and don’t let them grow up, you’ll have to
diaper them the rest of your life. And you’re filling the world with
another codependent person.

Many parents have said, “If [ had it all to do over again, I’d do less for
my children and teach them to do more for themselves.” The only way
we grow is by being given challenges that stretch us, develop us, and
build responsibility in our lives.

The Bible says, “Whoever can be trusted with a little can also be
trusted with a lot . . . If you cannot be trusted with things that belong

to someone else, who will give you things of your own?” (Luke 16:10a,
12 NCV).


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+16:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+16:10
https://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+16:10

Kids respond to responsibility. Having talked to many parents over the
years and seen this in my own life, I believe that it’s far better to err
on the side of giving too much responsibility than not trusting your
kids enough. They’re going to make mistakes either way! Your goal is
to produce a person who walks not just under his own self-control but
also under God’s control.

Talk It Over

e What is the difference between what you trust your kids with and
what you were trusted with at their age?

o What about society keeps us from more easily trusting our kids with
responsibility?

e How do you teach responsibility and God’s sovereignty at the same
time?
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2019.09.03 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Your Kids Need You to Be Their Cheerleader]

“Love patiently accepts all things. It always trusts, always hopes,
and always endures” (1 Corinthians 13:7 NCV).

The world is so negative that the last thing kids need when they come
home is more negativity. Colossians 3:21 says, “Do not nag your
children. If you are too hard to please, they may want to stop
trying” (NCV).

Are you an unpleasable parent? If they get C’s, do you want B’s, only
to want straight A’s when they get B’s? Do you really want your kids
to give up, like the Bible says? Unpleasable parents produce insecure
Kids.

So, how do you raise confident kids? The Bible says in 1 Corinthians
13:7, “Love patiently accepts all things. It always trusts, always hopes,
and always endures” (NCV). If you want to raise confident kids,
you’ve got to build them up more than you tear them down. You’ve
got to give more cheers than you give jeers.

Many parents think, “If I balance it out and give an equal amount of
positive to the negative, it will be okay.” No! You need to give about
10 praises for every negative you give. Why? Because the negative is
what you remember. If you were to get 10 compliments and one
criticism, which one would you go home and remember? If | get 10
cards that say, “That sermon really helped me out a lot” and one that
says, “You’re off the wall!” which one do you think I dwell on the
most?

You’ve got to overemphasize the positive, because you inevitably
have to do the negative.

All children need somebody in their corner, somebody who’s their

cheerleader and believes in them and who says, “I know you can do it.
I believe in you. I think you’re terrific. You’re the best. Go for it! I'm
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behind you. I know you can make it.” Kids need the confidence that
only a parent can give.

Talk It Over
e How do you regularly build your child up? With words? With
actions?

e What are the most common phrases that you use with your child?
How many are positive? How many are negative?
e Who would your children say is their biggest cheerleader?

11
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2019.09.04 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Pray for It Before You Pay for It]

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask
and you will receive, so that your joy will be the fullest possible
joy” (John 16:24 NCV).

Are you in financial need and waiting for God to help?

God has promised to meet your financial needs. He’s just waiting for
you to ask for his help! The Lord never shuts his storehouse until you
shut your mouth.

One of the reasons we see so few miracles in our lives is because we
just don’t ask for them. Instead of living a life based on Christ, we live
a life based on credit. When we have something we need, instead of
stopping and asking God for it, before we even think about asking
God for it, we just use that credit card. We trust credit instead of
Christ.

If you want to see God work in your life, pray for it before you pay for
it. Do you pray about major purchases before you make them? Or do
you just take care of it with your credit card? Every time you use that
credit card before praying about it, you’re short-circuiting a possible
miracle in your life. Before you charge a purchase, why don’t you ask
God about it first?

God is not going to give you everything you pray for, so don’t be
surprised. But there are some things he does want to give you just to
do a miracle in your life. Many people have never had a financial
answer to prayer, because they’ve never prayed specifically.

“Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you
will receive, so that your joy will be the fullest possible joy” (John
16:24 NCV). Do you know why God wants you to learn to ask for
things in prayer? So he can give them, and so you’ll be full of joy.
God is a loving Father. He’s not some ogre sitting in the sky, waiting

14
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to make your life a bummer. He wants to bless your life! You just
have to ask.

Talk It Over
e How do your spending habits and your prayer life intersect?
e What is your family’s policy when it comes to making large

purchases?
e What are some ways your life reflects that you trust God with your

finances?

15
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2019.09.05 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Better to Be Poor and Honest]

“It is better to be poor and honest than to be foolish and tell lies”
(Proverbs 19:1NCV).

God does not bless dishonesty. Proverbs 16:11a says, “The Lord
demands fairness in every business deal” (TLB). That includes wages,
salaries, and taxes. If you want God’s blessing on your finances, you
must be honest about them. The Bible also says, “It is better to be poor
and honest than to be foolish and tell lies” (Proverbs 19:1 NCV).

Why is this an important principle? When you’re going through a
season of financial stress, the temptation is enormous to toss out your
integrity and to cheat in order to make ends meet. It may mean you
shade the truth on a sale or exaggerate or deflate the value of
something. It may mean you claim a false deduction on your taxes.
You always lose in the long run when you lose your integrity. And
that’s what you are taking to Heaven — your character, not your
money. You always lose when you give up your integrity.

The Bible says in Proverbs 10:22, “The blessing of the Lord brings
wealth, without painful toil for it” (NIV). Profit that is made
dishonestly brings trouble with it. Why? If you rip off people, other
people are going to rip you off. If you cheat — including the
government — you’re going to get cheated in life. What you sow, you
will reap.

This decision to be honest in your finances is not something you make
once for all. It’s a daily decision. You’re going to be tempted to lie.
Sometimes honesty costs you. Have you learned that? Sometimes it
costs to tell the truth on a form.

But God says that if you’re faithful to him in this, you’ll never have to
worry about your financial needs.

18
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Talk It Over
e Where in the financial details of your life can you choose to honor
God today?
e How have you seen God bless your hard but honest decisions about
money?
e Why is doing the honest thing with your finances often the more
difficult choice?

19
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2019.09.06 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Hope in God, Not Your Bank Account]

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain,
but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment” (1 Timothy 6:17 NIV).

The only thing in all of creation that worries is a human being. Plants
don’t worry. Animals don’t worry. Only human beings act as if we
don’t have a heavenly Father. When you worry about your finances,
you’re basically saying, “I think God is a liar. I don’t really think he
will meet my needs.” But God will, if you meet the conditions.

When I was a kid, I’d go to my dad and say, “Dad, I need some
money.” Not once when I was growing up did I ever wonder, “Where
is he going to get it?” It’s kind of an unwritten rule about money:
Dads and moms make it, and kids spend it. Kids never wonder,
“Where are my parents going to get this money?” I never worried
about it.

Worry is really a form of atheism. Every time you worry, you’re
basically saying, “I don’t believe there’s a God who is going to take
care of me.” If you’re a Christian and you worry, you’re acting like an
orphan. You’re acting like you don’t have a heavenly Father who has
already promised over and over again in Scripture, “I will meet your
needs if you will obey me and do what I tell you to do.” Trust forces
you to live by faith.

Worry is a warning light. Every time we worry about our finances, it’s
a warning that we doubt God loves us and will take care of us. We

always get into trouble when we doubt God’s love. Always.

Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything you need” (NLT).

22
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As long as you love anything more than God, that thing is going to be
a source of anxiety. There was one thing meant for first place in your
life, and it’s not your family. Anything you put first in your life
besides God will create anxiety, because that thing can always be lost.

Your bank account is not your security, no matter how big it gets.
The Bible says in 1 Timothy 6:17, “Command those who are rich in
this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment” (NIV).

Put your hope in God, because he will assume responsibility for your
needs if you’ll trust him.

Talk It Over

e [s there anything that you love more than God? Is your answer
obvious to everyone else by the way you live?

23


https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ti+6:17

2019.09.06 GBHR) EfZ
BB . [W2ETF® » MmIERITIKRP,]

TMRBIIBLESESROA » TRBE AR BFEETNH
M RRBEREBOBEEMERNW - ; REKAE 617)

PTERSZYPIHE—SESNEANLE - BYABES - 312
EE - REABMTHEEIFIRERR—1& - EIREEECH
IR - IRIRA LR ER . T HEBAMREHRST - HELH
RRBATHRRENFR - L BEUWRIRTGSTORY » S
MEIREVER -

BSREREXTORE  HEEHRBEE RN 88 BER
—LEEE o EHRABIED - HERIRE : " HhBEMNREE
%7 EBME—EMRTEBNAMIIRR . SBIHHERE &
FTEEE o« S PUERBIB : "THRIGRMREFEER? L B
AL

BERER L2 —BHE®HE - ®RINELDL » IRIERE LRLEESR

"HANEEE S RERTL o L WRIRE—EESREMIRELD
TRIVE—@BIN5E - IRNKIBFVEIRRE B ERIEP—EX
—BHEFHENRA © TIIRIRFERRIE TN S SFARZINEY
B ABRMEIRNFR - 4 E58BIRBELMS °

ERE—RBIENE - ZERLBCHIBHINRE @ FfiriSiRER
TPEFPIIIARERTLAT o IRESOVER - FfIREB/\BIS -

FEAEE 6:335% : TRFIZRISKIBHVEIAIMEEYS & SELLRIBESR
DOFSIRIF S © |

RBREEASYLHES » BESYUSNAERIVRER © £
IRBETEP » RE—MHERFNSBEENERE—{I * BAEIRY

24



ZKE © FRIGLLIN  IRAEPESUNE IS SELELERE
RAREREBEGRE -

AEREBBEZVE  RITIRPARIRNRZEZRE - REXRIS
6:17 5% : "RBEIILLSEERHA » F12EF @ BARME5E
HENEY ; REGEIEESMicRMZ260E s - 2L -
RRIREIE5EM » MREIRNER DRESHE -

HonR 8

o IREEEBLEMBINSIE Y IREENHINESHEMEE AR
RirEE&nLns?

TEIZB5C

25



2019.09.07 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [Hold Your Blessings with an Open Hand]

“There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment;
for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can take
nothing out of it” (1 Timothy 6:6-7NRSV).

God is more interested in your character than your comfort. He’s not
going to give you things if you haven’t learned the principle of
contentment first.

Contentment is not a lack of ambition. It’s not a lack of goals.
Contentment means your happiness doesn’t depend on your
circumstances.

How do you eliminate discontent? You eliminate the cause:
comparing. We compare everything in this country — lawns, cars,
husbands and wives, clothes, the education of our kids (we even put
“My Kid Was Student of the Month” on car bumpers).

Whenever you compare, you’re going to become discontent. You’ve
got to learn to stop comparing yourself to others.

Paul says in Philippians 4:12a, “I know what it is to be in need, and I
know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation” (NIV). Contentment does not
come naturally; it is something we have to learn. If we do this, God
promises to meet all our financial needs.

The Bible says, “There is great gain in godliness combined with
contentment; for we brought nothing into the world, so that we can
take nothing out of it” (1 Timothy 6:6-7NRSV).

One of the greatest secrets in learning to be content is to realize that
you don’t really own anything. It’s all on loan to you for about 80
years! You didn’t bring a single thing into this world, and you’re not
going to carry anything out of it, either. You just get to use it while
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you’re here on earth. The Bible calls that stewardship. You are the
manager or steward of what God allows you to have while you’re
here, but it’s not really yours. When you understand that you’re just a
manager of the blessings God allows in your life and you hold them
with an open hand, you won’t be uptight about losing them.

So what if you lose things? God can turn off one faucet and turn on
another just as easily. Learn to be content, because things don’t last.
God is more interested in your character than your comfort.

Talk 1t Over
e Practically speaking, what does it mean to hold God’s blessings
with an open hand?
e Make it a goal today to be conscious of the ways you compare
yourself to others. What can you do differently when you're
tempted to compare?
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