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2019.08.11 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [What Does God Think of You?]

“The mountains and hills may crumble, but my love for you will
never end.” (Isaiah 54:10 GNT)

If you don’t feel loved by God, you’re certainly not going to offer
love to anybody else. It is impossible to be loving unless you
understand and remember the way God loves you.

You need to remind yourself every day what God thinks about you —
not what the world thinks or what you think about yourself. That is
what removes your fears.

Let me give you four things God thinks about you to help you
remember why and how to love.

You’re completely accepted.

We spend much of our lives trying to earn acceptance from our
parents, peers, those we respect, those we envy, and even total
strangers. But you need to realize God has already settled this issue of
acceptance: “Jesus ... made us acceptable to God” (Titus 3:7 CEV).
What Jesus did on the cross made you completely acceptable to God
— no matter what you’ve done or will do.

You’re unconditionally loved.

God doesn’t say, “I love you if ...” or “ I love you because ...” He
says, “I love you — period!” You can’t make God stop loving you,
because his love is not based on what you do but on who he is. Isaiah
54:10 says, “The mountains and hills may crumble, but my love for
you will never end” (GNT).

You’re totally forgiven.

Because Jesus died on the cross and gave his life as a payment for
your sins, you are totally forgiven. Romans 8:1 says, “There is no
condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus” (NLT). God
doesn’t rehearse your sins; he releases them.
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You’re considered extremely valuable.

There are two things that create value: who owns something, and what
somebody’s willing to pay for it.

You are a child of God and “have been bought and paid for by Christ”
(1 Corinthians 7:23 TLB). Jesus Christ paid for you with his life.
That’s how valuable you are.

When you remember that you are accepted, loved, forgiven, and
valuable to the Creator of the universe, you will be better equipped to
show that love to others and build deeper relationships.

Talk It Over

e How should the way God thinks of you change the way you think
about yourself?

e What keeps you from completely loving, accepting, and forgiving
the people with whom you have a relationship?

e How do you show others that they are valuable to you?
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2019.08.12 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Love Others the Way God Loves You]

“Love never stops being patient, never stops believing, never
stops hoping, never gives up.” (1 Corinthians 13:7 GW)

The same love that God gives to you, you are to offer to everybody
else that you come in contact with. It’s not an option or a suggestion.
It’s a command: “Now [ am giving you a new commandment: Love
each other. Just as | have loved you, you should love each other”
(John 13:34 NLT).

If you are a follower of Christ, you must love everybody — whether
you like them or not — in the same way that Christ loved you. That
means you are to accept them completely, love them unconditionally,
forgive them totally, and consider them extremely valuable.

Loving others in this way will transform your relationships!

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 13:7, “Love never stops being patient,
never stops believing, never stops hoping, never gives up” (GW).

This is how God loves you. God never stops being patient with you.
God never stops believing in you. God never stops hoping for the best
in your life. God never gives up on you. That’s what God expects you
to do with everybody else.

“Love never stops being patient.” That means love extends grace. You
need to offer grace to others.

“Love never stops believing.” That means it expresses faith. You tell
someone, “Even though we’re having a tough time, [ will never stop
believing in you.”

“Love never stops hoping.” That means love expects the best. Are you
expecting the best in your marriage, or have you settled for less than
the best?



“Love never gives up.” That means love endures the worst. It means
you can look at the other person and say, “You can throw everything
at me, but I’'m going to keep loving you, no matter what.”

Prayer

If you want to start transforming your relationships today, then I invite
you to read this prayer to God: “Dear God, I admit that [ have made a
mess in my relationships. They’re complicated and broken, and I’ve
often settled for less than the best. They need a transformation! I’d
like you to begin by changing me. Deliver me from my fears, because
I can see how they make me distant and defensive and even
demanding. Today and every day from now on, | want to surrender
my heart to you. | want to learn to live my life in your love and be
filled with your love.

“Help me to accept others, just as you’ve accepted me. Help me to
love others unconditionally, just as you have loved me. Help me to
forgive others totally, just as you’ve forgiven me. And help me to
value others as much as you value me. Help me to extend grace to and
express faith in the people around me. Help me to expect the best in
others, and help me to endure the worst when it happens. | ask this in
Jesus’ name. Amen.”
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2019.08.13 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [How to Be Biblically Shrewd with Your
Money]

‘Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by
how much you own.” (Luke 12:15 NLT)

The Bible tells a story in Luke 16:1-13 of a rich man who enlisted
a manager to take care of his property. When the manager was
accused of mishandling his master’s money and was called in to
give an account of his stewardship, the manager devised a plan. He
knew he was going to lose his job and decided to make some
friends who would take care of him when he was fired. So, he
summoned everyone who owed his master money and lowered
their debt; if someone owed 800 gallons of olive oil, he told them
to change their bill to 400 gallons.

When the master heard what he had done, he “had to admire the
dishonest rascal for being so shrewd. And it is true that the

children of this world are more shrewd in dealing with the world
around them than are the children of the light” (Luke 16:8 NLT).

In the parable, Jesus doesn’t praise the manager’s dishonesty, but
he does praise his shrewdness. What is shrewdness? To be shrewd
means you’re smart, strategic, and resourceful. You see a problem
clearly, you know what needs to be done, and then you figure out
how to do it. God wants you to learn how to be biblically shrewd
with your money for the rest of your life.

From the story, we can learn four things that we shouldn’t do with
our money.

1. Don’t waste your money.

Luke 16:1 says, “A report came that the manager was wasting his
employer’s money.” Since everything you have belongs to God
and is a gift from him — including your money — then you have
to be careful not to waste what belongs to your master.
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2. Don’t love your money.

You’ve got to decide if God is going to be number one in your life
or if making a lot of money will be your number one goal in life.
You cannot serve both.

“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the
other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and money” (Luke 16:13).

3. Don’t trust your money.

I don’t care how much money you’ve got — you can always lose
it. The manager learned this pretty quickly in Luke 16:3: “Now
what? My boss has fired me.”

If you want to be secure, the center of your life has to be built
around something that can never be taken from you. And there’s
only one thing that you can never lose: God’s love for you.

4. Don’t expect your money to satisfy.

If you think having more will make you happier, more secure, or
more valuable, you are seriously misguided, because money will
never satisfy: “Whoever loves money will never have enough. And
whoever loves wealth will never be satisfied with his income”
(Ecclesiastes 5:10).

That’s why Jesus says in Luke 12:15, “Guard against every kind of
greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.”

Talk It Over
e What would you do differently with your money if you considered
with every purchase that you were spending someone else’s money?
o If others looked at your life and how you used your money, what
would they say is most important to you?
e How can you be ambitious and satisfied with your income at the
same time?
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2019.08.14 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Where Do You Treasure Most?]

“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them
and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal.
Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot
destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. Wherever your
treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”
(Matthew 6:19-21 NLT)

God is using money to test you. He doesn’t just automatically give his
blessings to anybody; he tests you first to see if you’re responsible. If
he can trust you with material possessions, then he can trust you with
spiritual power. But if you’re not even managing your money well,
why in the world should he give you the stuff that really matters?

God’s favorite tool to test you is your finances. He’s using your
money to test several things.

Money shows what you love most.

If you really want to know what’s important to you, look at your
calendar and your credit card statement, because the way you spend
your time and money tells others what you love the most.

Matthew 6:19-21 says, “Don’t store up treasures here on earth ....
Store your treasures in heaven .... Wherever your treasure is, there the
desires of your heart will also be” (NLT). Wherever you want your
heart to be, put your money in it, and you’ll get interested in it.

Money shows what you really trust most.

Do you trust in your money for security? Or do you trust in God? Do
you trust in your happiness or do you trust in God for your happiness?
Do you trust in money to make you feel good about yourself, or do
you trust in God to make you feel good about yourself? Money is the
acid test of faith.
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The Bible says in Proverbs 11:28, “Those who trust in their riches will
fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf” (NIV).

Money shows if God can trust you.

Money doesn’t just show if you trust God; it also shows if God can
trust you. Luke 16:10-12 says, “If you are faithful in little things, you
will be faithful in large ones. But if you are dishonest in little things,
you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities. And if you are
untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true
riches of heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people’s
things, why should you be trusted with things of your own?”” (NLT)

How you handle money determines how much God can bless your
life. Once you understand that there is a direct connection between
money management and God’s blessing, you will be motivated to get
your finances in order so that God will bless you with spiritual power.

Talk 1t Over
e What would you say is the desire of your heart? Does the way you
spend your money support your answer?
o If you were to lose your job today, what would you do? Do you trust
God to provide for you?
¢ How does the way you manage God’s resources show him that he
can trust you?
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2019.08.15 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Wise Money Managers Look Ahead]

“The wise man looks ahead. The fool attempts to fool himself
and won't face facts.” (Proverbs 14:8 TLB)

Money is a tool to be used for God’s purposes. We’re not to hoard it.
We’re not to stockpile it. We’re not to worship it. We’re to use it! Use
temporary resources — what God has put in your hands — for
permanent good.

In the story of the dishonest but shrewd manager in Luke 16:1-13,
Jesus made him the hero of the story. The manager knew he was
going to be fired, so he decided to make some friends by lowering the
debts owed to his master.

What did Jesus like about this guy? He’s dishonest, but he did three
things right, and they are lessons God wants you to learn and apply to
your finances.

The manager looked ahead.

Most people never look ahead when it comes to their finances. The
average savings in Europe is about 12 percent of income, and in Japan
it’s about 25 percent. The average savings Americans had last year
was minus one percent. We spent one percent more than we made!
We’re not saving anything, and that’s not smart.

Proverbs 14:8 says, “The wise man looks ahead. The fool attempts to
fool himself and won'’t face facts” (TLB).

The manager made a plan.
How do you know if you’ve got a financial plan? It’s real simple: Do
you have a budget? A budget is simply planned spending. A budget is

telling your money where you want it to go rather than wondering
where it went. You’ve got to have a plan.
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The Bible says in Proverbs 16:9, “We should make plans — counting
on God to direct us.”

The manager acted quickly.

Luke 16:4 says, “I know how to ensure that I'll have plenty of friends
who will give me a home when | am fired” (NLT).

The manager didn’t procrastinate; he didn’t delay. He set his plan in
motion. He didn’t say, “Someday I’'m going to get my finances in
order” or “Someday I’m going to start saving for retirement.” *

Jesus is not commending the manager’s dishonesty but his attitude,
which says, “I’'m going to think ahead. I'm going to make a plan. And
I’'m going to invest in relationships that will benefit others and me in
the future.”

That’s smart! And Jesus wants you to do the same when it comes to
your finances. Are you spending your treasure here on Earth or
looking ahead and storing up treasure in Heaven?

Talk It Over

e How can you respond today to God’s offer of grace?
What facts do you need to face up to in your finances?

e How do you need to start planning for the future when it comes to
your finances? What do you want to accomplish in the future with
your money?

e In what ways have you procrastinated when it comes to taking steps
to managing your finances and saving for the future? What can you
do today to move forward in these areas?
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2019.08.16 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Here’s the Best Use of Your Money]

“Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends.
Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, they will
welcome you to an eternal home.” (Luke 16:9 NLT)

The best use of your money is to use it to get people into Heaven.

Luke 16:9 is a problem verse that most people don’t understand. Jesus
says, “Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends.

Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, they will welcome you
to an eternal home” (NLT).

Jesus is saying that, just like the shrewd manager who made friends he
could count on later, you need to use some of your money to make
eternal friends that you will have forever in Heaven and who will
welcome you when you get there.

He’s not saying you can buy your way into Heaven, because you can’t.
Jesus has already paid the price on the cross. He’s not saying you can
purchase your salvation, because you can’t. Salvation is a free gift by
grace.

Jesus is telling you to use your money to build friendships that are
going to go on and on for eternity. When you use your money to help
other people meet Jesus, you make friends for eternity and you gain
rewards for eternity.

One day you’re going to die. Imagine that when you get to Heaven,
there’s a hundred people standing at the entrance, clapping and
cheering and saying, “We’ve been waiting for you! We’re here
because you spent some money to tell us the Good News. We’re your
friends for life ... no, eternity, because we’re in debt to you. If it
weren’t for the way you used your money, we wouldn’t have heard
how to get to Heaven.”
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Are you using any of your money for that kind of thing? Is anybody
going to be in Heaven because of you? Because of the way you used
your money?

When you buy a Bible and you give it to somebody who doesn’t have
one, you’ve stored up treasure in Heaven. When you support a
program that shares the Good News around the world, you have stored
up treasure in Heaven. When you help build a church, you have stored
up treasure in Heaven. That is the highest and best use of your

money.

You can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead by investing
in people who are going to Heaven.

Talk It Over
e What are some of the things you spend money on that do not have an
eternal impact?
e Who are the people God has already placed in your life with whom
you can share the Good News?
e What are some ways you can use your money to invest in eternal
friendships?
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2019.08.17 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [What Stands Between You and Great Faith]

“Everyone assembled here will know that the LORD rescues
his people, but not with sword and spear. This is the LORD’s
battle, and he will give you to us!” (1 Samuel 17:47 NLT)

In the story of David in 1 Samuel, he actually had to fight four other
giants before he got to Goliath. They weren’t physical giants, but they
were giants in his mind.

You are far more likely to have to face those giants than a Goliath, but
they can be just as big and intimidating and can keep you from
becoming who God wants you to be and fulfilling the dream that God
has put in your heart.

The first giant in facing your dream is delay. No dream is fulfilled
instantly. God gives you the dream on one day, but he doesn’t fulfill it
the next day. It may be years before you see the fulfillment of your
life dream. There is always a waiting period.

In David’s case, his dad held him back from the dream. After Samuel
anointed David as king, Jesse told David to get back to tending the
sheep!

When God’s plan contradicts somebody else’s plan, there’s going to
be a delay, and people are going to try to hold you back — sometimes
even the people who love you the most. But God is faithful, and he
will complete his work in you in his time.

The second giant you may face is discouragement. Goliath created a
climate of fear in Israel, and everybody was convinced they were
going to lose the battle.

Who are you listening to who says it can’t be done? Who is putting
down your dreams, saying it won’t ever happen?

Sometimes you just need a fresh voice — a kid from the village with
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fresh eyes who says, “This guy’s nothing. We can take him down.”

The third giant standing in your way is disapproval. In David’s case,
his own brother questioned his motives and disapproved of him going
after Goliath.

When God gives you a dream that other people are afraid of and you
go for it anyway, you will be misjudged, maligned, and misunderstood.
You have to decide what matters more to you — the approval of other
people or the approval of God.

The fourth giant you may have to face is doubt.

There was nobody who was a greater expert on war than King Saul,
and he told David he was crazy for thinking a boy could fight a
warrior like Goliath.

Maybe the expert is saying you can’t do it, either. That’s enough to
make you start doubting yourself.

When I wrote “The Purpose Driven Life,” I got a letter from the editor
(which I framed) that said, “This book will never work. Nobody’s
going to read 40 chapters.” The experts are often wrong.

Talk It Over
e What have you learned about yourself and about God when a dream
has been delayed?
o Who do the voices of discouragement that have kept you down belong
to? Who do you need to listen to instead?
e What are God’s promises that you can use for encouragement when
you start to doubt yourself or your dream?
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