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2019.07.21 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Make the Most of Your Talents]

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms” (1 Peter 4:10 NIV).

God has given you unique abilities, talents, and gifts. At Saddleback
Church, we say they represent a person’s SHAPE: spiritual gifts, heart,
abilities, personality, and experiences. This bundle of talents is the
thing God has given you that makes you who you are and sets you
apart from other people.

If you think your talents are simply for you to make a lot of money,
retire, and die, you’ve missed the point of your life. God gave you
talents to benefit others, not yourself. And God gave other people
talents that benefit you.

We’re all a part of the body of Christ, and each part matters. There are
no insignificant people in the family of God. You are shaped to serve
God, and he is testing you to see how you are going to use the talents
he gave you.

Whether you are a musician or an accountant, a teacher or a cook,
God gave you those abilities to serve others. Today’s verse
says, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various
forms” (1 Peter 4:10 NIV).

You are a manager of the gifts God has given to you. They may be
great or small in your eyes, but they matter to God. “Now it is
required that those who have been given a trust must prove
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2 NIV). When God made you, he made an
investment in you, and he expects a return on that investment.

Are you using what he’s given you for the benefit of others to make
the world a better place? Or are you just using those talents to benefit
yourself?



When God gives you a talent, he expects you to use it. It’s like a
muscle. If you use it, it will grow. If you don’t, you’ll lose it. If you
have a talent but are afraid to use it, or if you get lazy and don’t use it
to benefit others, you’re going to lose it. Like the parable of the 10
talents in Luke 19, if you don’t use what God has given you, he will
take it away and give it to someone else who will.

But if you use your talents wisely, God will give you more. If you use
your time wisely, God will give you more time. If you use your
energy wisely, God will give you more energy. If you use your
influence wisely, God will increase your influence. God will bless
your level of faithfulness.

Talk It Over

e What is your SHAPE? Take some time to write down how God has
given you unique spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality, and
experiences.

e In what ways has God called you to use your SHAPE to serve
others? How have you been obedient?

o How have you seen God use your good use of your time, energy, or
influence to bless you?




2019.07.21 GBB) B8
BE: [ERIRL B

FBEANERBHBARBHILARE » FIHORBBOUBTER -
(1R1871Z 4:10)

M ERIRIBIFEVEE] ~ TR - ERRIBENS - FHfERE
FRE—EAN "t  BERE - AL ~ 880 ~ @MEAIFES:
SEENRBDZEMMEGIHIR  (RIRMABEC @ BIREZRAE

WRIRBRIRO T FRERBCHEDEE  RIAREFIE - R5L
BREE S ANENTFE - WBIGIRIHFEEERA » MARIRECE
o TPRR B L A 4 FH 2 RIEIRZ A o

HFIEEEE RS » BELEERER - MR PIRE
HEESEHA  (RDSER SRS » MEEFRIR » BBIRE
QOIIEATHGIREV A & » EIRIRESLERNZ S5TEN  EEMN2
BIEM » TRECHS S IRIRIBIBABI A & - SKEWENGER : TSARR
PSR BIRILRS - (FERRBIIEER - 5 (18RI 4:10)

IRETMPTBIIRBBNER » BPIEIRIRPIERASE) - B
EEMRER - "FKRERE  EBMERL o 4 (ME]
4:2) SHRISIRET @ FUEHMRN SI9E » HiTEREELH -

1REGIEERTEMHCRE @ St A - BHFEHSEXE 75
EREMELSHEBCTR?

EMHIR—BREBT - THESIRERTE - BRA0EIREVANA - W0
RIRERE BB - WRIRNER - ERBEHE ° WRIR
BZE  BIBERTY @ ERIE  FRERTEAZLD  ABIRE

4



BERET ° WEISINEE 19 &P 10 STIRF IR —1% - T
RO VREVIORIRAER » TRIETEEL RAGRAREREIA °

BURIREZMERIRNT & WBHIRES ; WRIRHBIA
FIREIESE - TEHIRESOVFRE ; WRIREZIMERIREVE T
WBHIRE DI ; WRIREZIMERIRNTE D 210
TREIRZE ] o IBIZIRBHEVIZEBBISELR ©

B
o {REY "IN, BEE? ERIFER NHWPHRIERNEBER
8~ D~ BED ~ {BIEARDHERR -
o TLMIRELIUFBIRERIRGY "M RSBMA ?IREEER ?
o IREWAEGFHERIRSHIGE » BOIFERMISIRG ?

EI2E50




2019.07.22 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [How to Be Generous When You’re
Stretched Thin]

“Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make
friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they will
welcome you to an eternal home .... If you are untrustworthy
about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches
of heaven? .... You cannot serve God and be enslaved to
money” (Luke 16:9-14 NLT).

It’s easy to give your time, energy, or money when you have a lot to
spare. But the true test of generosity comes when you don’t have a
surplus. Do you still give what little you have to help somebody else?
If you do, congratulations! You’ve passed God’s test of generosity.

Why does God test your generosity? Because you were made in his
image, so if you’re going to become like Jesus, you need to learn how
to be generous. If you don’t, you’ll never grow to maturity, and you
will never have the blessing of God on your life.

What if you’re in a recession and things aren’t going well — you’re
out of work or you’re out of money, and you feel like you have no
more time or energy to give. How can you be generous when you’re
stretched thin?

A good example for us is in 2 Corinthians 8. Paul says this about the
churches in Macedonia: “Though they have been going through much
trouble and hard times, they have mixed their wonderful joy with their
deep poverty, and the result has been an overflow of giving to
others” (2 Corinthians 8:2 TLB). Joy and generosity always go
together.

An acid test of how much you trust God is the way you handle your
money, because it shows what’s important to you.



As a pastor, | want you to succeed financially so you can be generous,
help other people, and do good in the world. So here are five
principles to help you thrive.

e Obeying God’s vision will bring God’s provision. When you
say, “God, I’'m going to do what you want me to do regardless of
whether I have the money or resources to do it,” God will provide
everything you need to get it done.

e  When you do all God tells you to do, he does what you can’t
do. Give God whatever you have, however small it may be, and
God will multiply it to do more than you imagined, just like he did
with the five loaves and two fish.

e God gives to generous people. The more generous you are, the
more God will give you.

e Whenever you have a need, you need to sow a seed. Whatever
you need more of, give it away. In order to harvest a crop, you
first have to plant the seeds.

e There is always a delay between sowing and reaping. A harvest
is not automatic. It takes time and patience.

Talk It Over

e What is something God has called you to do but you’ve put it off
because you think you don’t have the time or resources to do it?

e How can you move forward in obedience to show God that you will
do what he says and trust him to provide the resources?
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2019.07.23 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Faithful People Share Their Faith]

“‘Some people brought to him a paralyzed man on a mat.
Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, ‘Be
encouraged, my child! Your sins are forgiven” (Matthew 9:2
NLT).

Faithful people share their faith. Today’s verse comes from the story
in Matthew 9 about the friends of a man who was sick and paralyzed.
They wanted him to be healed, so they brought him to Jesus by
lowering him on his mat through the roof.

Notice that it was not the paralyzed man’s faith that led to the healing;
it was the faith of his friends. When Jesus saw these four friends cared
enough to bring their paralyzed friend, he said, “Those guys have
great faith. They expect me to heal their friend,” and he did.

You have friends who are paralyzed and can’t get to Jesus. They are
paralyzed by fear, guilt, doubt, pain, or maybe even resentment over
being hurt in some church in the past. They are paralyzed, and they
can’t get to Jesus on their own.

God is watching to see if you are going to be faithful enough to bring
them. And if you are, God will honor your faith. He’ll not only heal

your friend; he will also bless you. It’s a blessing of faith.

As long as we keep bringing paralyzed people to Jesus.

Talk It Over
e Who do you know who needs help getting to Jesus? Start praying for
them now.

e What does it mean to bring someone to Jesus? What is your part in
someone’s salvation?

e How does your church show that they want to keep bringing people
to Jesus?
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2019.07.24 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [You Grow as You Help Others Mature]

“The things you have heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to
teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2 NIV).

If you want the special blessing of God on your life, you need to learn
from other believers who are more mature than you, and you need to
mentor believers who are younger than you.

Every Christian needs both a Paul and a Timothy. A Paul is somebody
who’s been a Christian longer than you and is helping to train and
encourage you. That person may only be a month older than you, but
he or she knows a little bit more and can mentor you.

To have a Timothy means there is somebody in your life who hasn’t
been a Christian as long as you, and you are helping build that
person’s faith. You are offering your Timothy encouragement and
discipleship as he or she grows in the Lord.

So you have a Paul and a Timothy in your life. But you are also a Paul
and a Timothy to someone else.

In 2 Timothy, Paul says this to Timothy: “The things you have heard
me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people
who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2 NIV).

There are four generations in that verse. Paul says to Timothy that he
helped mentor him, and now Timothy must find somebody to mentor,
and then that person can find somebody else to mentor.

Don’t be intimidated by the word “mentoring.” Mentoring is as easy
as taking someone to breakfast once a month and asking, “How’s it
going?” You just need to be a friend. Listen to, encourage, and pray
for that person. You don’t have to be the perfect Christian to do this.
You just have to be willing.

13



When you do that, you will receive a blessing from God in your life
that you cannot imagine.

Talk It Over
e To whom in your life can you be a Paul?
e Towhom in your life can you be a Timothy?
o How will you approach these two people this week about a possible
mentoring relationship?
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2019.07.25 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [God Wants You to Really Live]

‘Jesus [said] ... | came so they can have real and eternal life,
more and better life than they ever dreamed of” (John 10:10
The Message).

Jesus did not come to make life perfect for us. Rather, he came to give
us a life connected to him, so that no matter what situation we face,
we are eternally attached to the source of true life.

What would a life connected to Jesus look like? Keep in mind that a
full and abundant life in Christ involves all of you, not just your
spirituality.

How do you think your constant connection with Christ will affect
you mentally or emotionally? For instance, how would a life
connected to Jesus help you with stress and worry?

What does your health have to do with living a full and abundant life?
Why would your physical health be intertwined with your spiritual
health?

To live a full and abundant life, instead of trying harder, trust Jesus
more, believing in faith that he is guiding us to where we need to go.

Talk It Over
e What do you think about this statement: “To live a full and abundant
life, instead of trying harder, trust Jesus more”?
e How have you seen your physical and mental health suffer when you
were not connected to Jesus?
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2019.07.26 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [There Is No Condemnation for Your Mess-ups]

“There is no condemnation now for those who live in union with
Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1 TEV).

God knows that failure is part of life. He doesn’t expect us to be
perfect. He’s not surprised when we mess up. In fact, he sent Jesus to
clean up our mess. He didn’t send him to point an accusing finger.

That means no matter how bad you blow it in life, God will never
condemn you. He is for you, not against you.

This is especially encouraging when you are trying to make changes
in your life or get healthy or overcome a tough circumstance.
Knowing that God is for you, not against you, will change the way
you respond to the times you slip up. It should give you the
confidence to keep moving forward in faith, because God is on your
side. He wants you to have victory through him over your hang-ups
and mess-ups!

God does not expect you to be perfect in life. That’s why he sent his
perfect Son — to cover the sin that you wouldn’t otherwise have been
able to overcome.

You are not a failure to God. The only time you fail is when you
refuse to get up and keep going.

Talk It Over
e What failure do you have a hard time believing God would forgive?
Pray, and ask God to help you trust in his forgiveness and his love
for you.
e What lessons have you learned from the failures in your life? How
have they helped you grow spiritually?
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2019.07.27 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [Help Me Overcome My Unbelief]

“If you can do anything, do it. Have a heart and help
us!’ Jesus said, ‘If? There are no ‘ifs” among believers.
Anything can happen.” No sooner were the words out of his
mouth than the father cried, ‘Then | believe. Help me with my
doubts!” (Mark 9:22-24 The Message)

Is it possible to be filled with faith and doubt at the same time? Yes!
You can have faith that God wants you to do something and still be
scared to death.

But that’s OK, because God lets you begin with the faith you already
have. It may be just a little, but that’s all you need to start.

We have all thought at some point, “Lord, I have some faith. But I
also have some doubts.” That’s where God will meet us and give us
what we need to keep moving and accomplish the work he has given
us to do.

What are some areas of your life where you trust that God is at work?
What are some areas of your life where you’re struggling with doubt,
wondering if God is really helping you?

Your knees may be shaking, but you just have to put one foot in front
of the other. Keep moving forward!

Talk It Over
e What do you believe God wants you to accomplish? What are the
tasks he has given you for today?
e What scares you about your calling? What do you doubt?
e How can Scripture encourage you as you move forward in faith,
despite your fears?
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