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2019.05.12 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Open Your Ears and Sympathize]

“He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others.
When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same
comfort God has given us” (2 Corinthians 1:4 NLT, second
edition).

Jesus gives us a great model for demonstrating mercy in the story of the
Good Samaritan. We can draw out at least four steps toward showing
mercy from the Good Samaritan’s actions. In yesterday’s devotional we
learned that we must see other people’s needs.

But we can’t stop there. We must also sympathize with people’s
pain. The Bible says in Luke 10:33 says that when the Samaritan saw
the wounded man, he had compassion on him.

You see pain with your eyes, but you sympathize with your ears.
Sometimes the greatest way to serve someone is just by listening.
Behind every need is a story. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan, the
priest saw the man and his obvious need, but he had no clue about this
man’s journey. He could have assumed that the man brought this
trouble on himself or that he shouldn’t have been so careless. He could
have thought up all kinds of stories or excuses to not help the man in
need, because he didn’t stop long enough to discover the truth.

But the Bible says in Galatians 6:2,“Stoop down and reach out to those
who are oppressed. Share their burdens, and so complete Christ’s
law” (MSG).What is Christ’s law? Love God and love your neighbor.

You may have never thought about this, but God has allowed certain
struggles in your life so you can sympathize with and serve the people
around you. The Bible says, “He comforts us in all our troubles so that
we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give
them the same comfort God has given us” (2 Corinthians 1:4 NLT,
second edition).


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+1:4
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=lu+10:33
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ga+6:2
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=2co+1:4

Think of those times in your life when the Lord has comforted you. To
whom can you pass on that blessing?

Talk It Over
e How do you think God can use your struggles to help someone
else?

e What does it mean to share one another’s burdens?
e How do you serve others when you listen? Why might this
practice be considered countercultural today?
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2019.05.13 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [When You See a Need, Act Now]

“Never walk away from someone who deserves help; your hand
Is God’s hand for that person. Don't tell your neighbor, ‘Maybe

some other time’ or ‘“Try me tomorrow’ when the money’s right
there in your pocket” (Proverbs 3:27-28 MSG).

The last few days we’ve been looking at what the Parable of the Good
Samaritan can teach us about demonstrating mercy to those who are
hurting. We’ve seen that we mustsee the needs around
us and sympathize with people’s pain.

The Good Samaritan also teaches us we must seize the moment.

Don’t wait, don’t delay, and don’t procrastinate. Do what you can at
that moment. Love is not so much something you feel as it is something
you do. The Samaritan took action. He stooped down and got on the
injured man’s level. He didn’t act superior. He used what he had: wine
to disinfect and oil to soothe the wounds. It was the best medication of
the day. The Samaritan probably used his own clothes to bandage this
guy’s wounds. After all, he’s not a doctor. He didn’t have a medicine
cabinet with him. He just served. He did the best he could with what he
had.

The Bible tells us in Proverbs 3:27-28, “Never walk away from
someone who deserves help; your hand is God’s hand for that person.
Don’t tell your neighbor, ‘Maybe some other time’ or ‘Try me
tomorrow’ when the money’s right there in your pocket” (MSG). Don’t
wait for better conditions. When God calls you to minister to somebody,
do it now. When you see a need, meet it now.

To seize the moment, you must be willing to take a risk, though. You
must be willing to be interrupted. To be a servant you must move
against your fears. Imagine the fears the Samaritan may have faced:
“What if the robbers are still in the area? What if this is all a trap? What
if he rejects my help? What if I can’t really help him?” We often don’t


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+3:27-28
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/the-good-samaritan-bible-story.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/the-good-samaritan-bible-story.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+3:27-28

want to get involved with other people’s pain and brokenness because,
quite frankly, it reminds us of our own. But mercy moves in spite of
fear.

Mercy touches the untouchable and loves the unlovable.

Talk It Over
e Why do we sometimes delay helping other people who are in
need?

e What is the risk involved in helping another person?
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2019.05.14 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Care Enough to Spend Whatever It Takes]

“Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your light will
shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will
be as bright as noon. The Lord will guide you continually, giving
you water when you are dry and restoring your strength. You will
be like a well-watered garden, like an ever-flowing spring” (Isaiah
58:10-11 NLT, second edition).

Demonstrating mercy begins with seeing the need, sympathizing with
others’ pain, and taking action. The Good Samaritan modeled all of
that behavior when he reached out to care for the injured man. But
there’s a critical fourth step to showing mercy that he also demonstrated.

You have to spend whatever it takes.

There’s always a cost to kindness and a sacrifice in service. Showing
mercy usually requires a sacrifice of time, energy, money, or even your
reputation. For example, the Samaritan took the injured man to a hotel.
He likely had to walk a great distance, because he put the man on his
donkey. He took care of him through the night, he provided for his
needs, and then he even paid the bill — all at his own personal expense.
He didn’t just call the authorities. He did all he could to help. And what
did he have to gain from his service? Nothing. He just did it out of love.
And that’s the kind of service and ministry God wants from us.

Mercy will cost you, too. It’ll cost you time, money, or potentially
relationships. Mercy that doesn’t cost much isn’t worth much.

But God promises that when you help hurting people by giving what
you have, he will bless you in return. The Bible says, “Feed the hungry,
and help those in trouble. Then your light will shine out from the
darkness, and the darkness around you will be as bright as noon. The
Lord will guide you continually, giving you water when you are dry
and restoring your strength. You will be like a well-watered garden, like
an ever-flowing spring” (Isaiah 58:10-11NLT, second edition).
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+58:10-11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+58:10-11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/the-good-samaritan-bible-story.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+58:10-11

In other words, whatever cost you pay to demonstrate mercy, it’ll be
worth it.

You can count on that.

Talk It Over

o Talk about an example of someone who demonstrated
compassion and what it cost that person.

e When you consider helping someone, what is the cost to
yourself that most concerns you?

11
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2019.05.15 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Look Behind the Behavior of Those Who
Frustrate You]

“When a fool is annoyed, he quickly lets it be known. Smart
people will ignore an insult” (Proverbs 12:16 GNT).

We all have people in our lives that drive us nuts. I call them EGRs,
which stands for Extra Grace Required. But have you ever thought that
God puts them in your life to be heavenly sandpaper. They may irritate
us, but God uses them to take off our rough edges and shape our
character.

Some EGRs are minor irritations. They may drive too slow in the fast
lane. Some of them may be more challenging. They sit in the backseat
and tell you how to drive.

Other EGRs may be just plain mean. They never say “thank you.” They
can be rude and negative, demanding, demeaning, and disapproving.
You just cannot make them happy, no matter how hard you try.
Whatever you do, it’s not good enough.

So what do you do with people like that? How can you show them
mercy when you’d rather show them the door? Over the next six
devotionals, I'l1l share six steps to demonstrating mercy to the EGRs in
your life.

First, look behind their behavior. When you’re dealing with people who
are offensive and irritating, you need to look past their behavior to their
pain. When people are hurting others, it’s because they’re hurting on
the inside. Hurt people hurt people. They’re full of fear and insecurity.
They may have a painful past, or be dealing with some pressure that
you don’t know about.

You need to ask yourself why they are acting the way they are. Why

are they being short with you? Did they have a fight with their husband
or wife today? Is everything okay with their kids? Are they in financial

14


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+12:16

trouble? Is something going on with their health? What’s the thorn in
their foot that’s causing them to be mean to everybody else around
them?

You look past the behavior and look at the pain and try to understand.

The Bible says, “When a fool is annoyed, he quickly lets it be known.
Smart people will ignore an insult” (Proverbs 12:16 GNT). Why do
wise people ignore an insult? Because they look behind the behavior to
the pain. When you understand a person’s pain, it helps you respond
with patience.

Talk It Over

e How do you respond to the Extra Grace Required people in your life?

e What have you discovered when you looked behind someone’s
behavior?

e How does your own pain influence your behavior?

15
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2019.05.16 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [A Tender Heart and a Tough Hide]

‘A person’s wisdom Yyields patience; it is to one’s glory to
overlook an offense” (Proverbs 19:11 NIV).

In yesterday’s devotional, I wrote that we need to look at the pain
behind the behavior of people who need extra grace. We learned that
hurt people hurt people.

We can’t stop there, though. We must also refuse to be offended. Your
emotional and spiritual maturity is largely measured by how you treat
people who mistreat you. Do you try to get even when somebody does
you wrong? If they hit you, do you hit back? If they insult you, do you
insult back? If you do, then you are no better than they are.

The Bible says, “Watch your words and hold your tongue; you’ll save
yourself a lot of grief” (Proverbs 21:23 MSG). When it comes to
personal relationships, God says, “Don’t be so easily offended. Learn
to get over it.”

You need to pray, “God, give me a tender heart and a tough hide.” Most
of us are just the opposite. We’re thin-skinned and tough-hearted. When
somebody looks cross-eyed at you on the freeway, somebody cuts you
off, or somebody is rude to you, don’t let it bother you. Don’t get upset
about it. You know that person is just having a tough day. You need to
get thicker skin.

The Bible says, “A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory
to overlook an offense” (Proverbs 19:11 NIV). When you understand
people’s background and their current condition, it’s easier to show
mercy.

Your wisdom gives you patience to overlook their offense.

18
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Talk It Over

e How does understanding a person’s back-story help you not take
offense as easily?

e What does the Bible mean when it says, “A person’s wisdom yields
patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense” (Proverbs
19:11 NIV).

19


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+19:11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+19:11

2019.05.16 (GBrO) EZ
BB [AFIMI]

FBEFRSER  BRRBEORE - 5 (K3 1911 BKER
EX - TE)

EFXNEER YR "HFRRIINRIZTE S HREIAKBS
BITR N IEERE - HMEE  SEENABESHIA -

§*ﬁﬁ T‘*%JEK?%JL HFIBDBAREILRPTENE - FHiPIBVIEHE -

BN EBRFRABEREGBLERTECHA -
S%A%ﬁﬁ’\ IREEHELT ? EHHITEIR  IREGEE?
WRMPIESIR  IRBEREMKE ? 5B 1ﬂ’\?ﬂe7ftl:%1FﬁE
95 e

BiESHAM : "EX0S 0 RBEER - 4 (BRS 21:23) #®E
ABREESR - IR ETAT . T A RESME - REBRMR | |

IRIESZ SIS « "I - BpIRAROIFAD ~ INEOVEE) - 4 I
PIASERBABR - FHFIGEE  DIBE c- BARESEAR -
PREIR ~ BIENIREVESS ~ HRES - AZFESED - FBREI
458 - 2A0E ' BARBSKES AR  IRAEFTRE S °

BRICSHI . TEBENEZER  ROSLOEE - 4 (RS
19:11) EIRPEBRIANERANERIBER B8ESZH/SLIEIR

BEMAMD - FBALBMZHER -

20



Hon 8

o HAB—EABEERNNS  WYEBMMRNBES AR ?
o ERiEER : "BBENEZHER - BEARMHRE- L (BS 1911)
RRERERE?

BIZE5C

21



2019.05.17 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Cut People Some Slack]

“Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s
faults because of your love” (Ephesians 4:2b TLB).

Everybody has bad days. Kay knows that | have two touchy times every
week. I'm touchy on Saturday afternoon because I'm focused on the
message [ am about to preach. And the other time I’'m touchy is Monday
morning, because I’'m drained from preaching all weekend and talking
to people between services. So Kay makes allowances for that. She cuts
me some slack.

That’s a key part of how you deal with EGRs (people with Extra Grace
Required). In the last few devotionals, I’ve mentioned that in dealing
with EGRs we need to look behind the behavior and refuse to be
offended. But we also must deal with them like Kay deals with me when
I’m in a touchy mood: We have to cut them some slack.

The Bible says, “Be patient with each other, making allowance for each
other’s faults because of your love” (Ephesians 4:2b TLB).

Not everyone who bugs you or hurts you realizes what they’re doing.
Oftentimes they’re responding to their own hidden pain, and they don’t
even know that they’re hurting all these people around them.

So what do you do? When | have a hard time overlooking an offense, |
remember the great gift of God’s forgiveness. I remember a verse
like Colossians 3:13:“Make allowance for each other’s faults, and
forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so
you must forgive others” (NLT, second edition).

Talk It Over

e Can you think of a time when you’ve annoyed or frustrated someone
but you were completely unaware of it at the time? What’s one lesson
you learned from that experience?

22
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e Why do we struggle with cutting one another slack for relatively
minor annoyances?
e Who needs some extra slack from you this week?

23
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2019.05.18 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [Hold Your Tongue About EGRs]

“You will keep your friends if you forgive them, but you will lose
your friends if you keep talking about what they did
wrong” (Proverbs 17:9 CEV).

If you don’t have trouble with my first three suggestions for how to deal
with those frustrating Extra Grace Required people (EGRS) in your life
(look behind their behavior, refuse to be offended, and cut them some
slack), the fourth will likely be the toughest.

You must refuse to gossip about them.

When somebody angers you or does something that frustrates you, it’s
really tempting to call someone else or send a text and say, “You won’t
believe what they just did!” It may feel good to do that. But it’s
unloving.

The Bible says we must love people who offend us. Gossiping about
them is anything but loving. Proverbs 17:9 says, “You will keep your
friends if you forgive them, but you will lose your friends if you keep
talking about what they did wrong” (CEV). If you gossip about that
other person, you’re just adding fuel to the fire of any frustrations you
feel.

What is gossip? One definition of gossip is “sharing information with
somebody who is not part of the problem or part of the solution.” The
person might not have had anything to do with it, but you bring them
into it so you can feel better about yourself.

Let’s just be honest about it. Gossip, in its essence, iS a form of
retaliation. You’re trying to get back at the person who offended you

by talking about them behind their back.

God hates it.

26
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In Romans 1:29, God puts gossip in the same category as murder.
Gossip is incredibly destructive. It’s destructive to churches. It is
destructive to families. It’s destructive to businesses. And gossip just
perpetuates the pain.

That’s why God says we should “encourage one another and build each
other up”, looking for “whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable” in
others (1 Thessalonians 5:11 Philippians 4:8 NIV).

Talk It Over

o Why is it sometimes tempting to gossip?

o When you realize that God puts gossip in the same category as murder,
how does that change your thoughts about it?

e How does this verse contrast with gossip: “Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing (1
Thessalonians 5:11 NIV).
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