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2019.05.05 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Why Should We Show Mercy?]

“Be mercaduyqur ubBdt h@ukeG38NIWer ci

No characteristic describes God more fully than mercy It’s the first trait
that God uses to describe himself in Scripture. It’s also an important
characteristic for any serious follower of Jesus to develop. Ifit’s such a
core part of who God is, it’s got to be essential for us.

But what should motivate us to show mercy to people in our lives?
1. God is merciful.

Jesus said, “Be merciful, just as your Father is mercifijLuke
6:36 NIV).

Before you judge others for their sins and failures, remember how many
times God has forgiven you. When it seems inconvenient to help
somebody in need, stop and remember how God has comforted you
when you were hurting. When you think about those people who try
your patience, stop and remember how patient God has been with you.
And when you feel like getting even with somebody who has been
unkind or unfair to you, stop and remember how kind God was to you
when you were his enemy (see Romans 5:10).

2. | need mercy everyday.

I can’t expect to be perfect from now until the time I die, so I'm going

to need more mercy. The Bible says, “No mercy will be shown to those
who show no mercy to oth&dames 2:13a GW). I need God’s
forgiveness, kindness, patience, and help every day of my life. God says
you get what you give. Forgiveness and mercy are a two-way street.

3. Mercy makes me happy.

Jesus said, “Happy are those who are merciful to oth&i®/atthew
5:7a GNT). Doing acts of mercy gets me out of myself. It gets my focus
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off of me and onto other people. And that produces happiness. In fact,
a tremendous way to treat depression is through acts of mercy. As you
give your life away, happiness begins to come back to you, and the
clouds of depression begin to lift and blow away.

Talk It Over

T Of the three reasons above on why we should demonstrate
mercy, which is the most persuasive to you? Why?

1 How is God’s mercy toward you more likely to help you
demonstrate mercy to others?
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2019.05.06 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Why You Can’t Forgive Someone Too Much]

“Lord, i f my brother keeps on
times do | hav dMatthew 1f8:@81lb GNTy e hi m?

We all have sources of irritation in our lives — people who repeatedly
hurt us or mistreat us. The last thing we want to do is forgive them.

Peter had a similar concern, so one day he asked Jesus, “Lord, if my
brother keeps on sinning against me, how many times do | have t
forgive him? (Matthew 18:21b GNT) Peter thought he was being
generous when he added, “Seven times?”” Jewish law required that you

only had to forgive a person three times. So Peter says, “I’ll double that

and throw in one more for good measure. How about seven times, Lord?”

But Jesus said, “Not seven times, but sevesgven times(Matthew
18:22b NIV).

In other words, there is no limit. Jesus was saying that if you’re keeping
score, then you’re missing the point. If you’re counting, then it doesn’t
count.

Jesus seems to give an impossible command — to keep forgiving no
matter what. Why is it so important that we do this? Let me give you
three reasons.

1. God has forgiven me.

The Bible says you and | owe a debt to God, and the debt is so big we
can never repay it on our own. But God has chosen, in his mercy, to
forgive us and say, “Let’s start over.” That’s the Good News! God has
forgiven my sins, and now he wants me to forgive other
people. Ephesians 4:32 says, “Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving eeh other, just as i€hrist God forgave you(NIV).
The key to forgiveness is to recognize how much God forgives me
every day. When I feel forgiven, I’'m going to be forgiving.

2. Resentment makes me miserable.
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Resentment is hell on earth. It tortures you — and it’s a self-inflicted
wound. Job 21:23-25 says, “Some people . . . die happy and at ease . . .
Others have no happinesd all; they live and die with bitter
hearts’ (GNT). You need to learn to forgive, because resentment will

ruin your life.

The torture chamber of unforgiveness is self-imposed. When we fail to
forgive, God doesn’t have to lock us up in jail. We do it to ourselves.
We lock ourselves in a jail of anger and anxiety. We rehearse the hurt
over and over, and it gets bigger and bigger and continues to hurt us
long after it has happened. The forgiveness of Jesus Christ is the key
that unlocks the jail. It can set you free. For your own sake, you must
learn to forgive.

3. I will need forgiveness in the future.

Somebody once told John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, “I could
never forgive that person!” Wesley said, “Then I hope you never sin.”
You and I will sin again. We’ll need forgiveness again. But forgiveness
IS a two-way street. Don’t burn the bridge you have to walk across in
order to be forgiven.

Now, forgiveness isn’t an instant restoration of trust. Forgiveness is
instant. Trust must be rebuilt over time. For instance, if a woman’s
husband is abusive, she must forgive him, but that does not mean she
must immediately let him back in the house and carry on in life as
though nothing ever happened.

Forgiveness is instant and unearned, but trust must be earned.

Talk It Over
T How has your ability to continue forgiving someone been most
tested? Why?

T How have you seen a lack of forgiveness impact your life?
T Why is it so important to make a distinction between forgiveness
and trust?
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2019.05.07 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [The Cross Says ‘Let It Go’]

“Be careful that none of you f:
God gives, for if he does there can very easily spring up in him a
bitter spirit which is not only bad in itself but can also poison the

l i ves of nfdebrgws@ax1b Rhillips).

Forgiveness is free. But it’s not cheap. It cost Jesus Christ his life. And
it’s also not easy. Forgiveness can only occur when the offended person
volunteers to assume the debt and not to get even or seek revenge.
That’s what Jesus did for us. That’s what he calls us to do for others.

But how can you release your hurt? The Bible tells us there are three
steps we can take to find freedom from unforgiveness.

Leave it to God.Give up your right to get even. Trying to get even
only escalates the conflict. Instead, let God settle the score.

Heal it with grace. The only way to let go of your hurt is to get ahold

of God’s grace. The Bible says, “Be careful that none of you fails to
respond to the grace which God gives, for if he does there can ver
easily spring up in him a bitter spirit which is not only bad in itself but
can also poison the livesf many others(Hebrews 12:15 Phillips).
Bitterness is contagious.

Nail it to the Cross.The Cross is God’s answer to all your needs. Jesus
died so you could be forgiven. He died so you could be set free from
fear, bitterness, and resentment. There is no psychology, no therapy, no
pill, no self-help seminar that can set you free like the power of the
Cross.

The Bible says, “We know that our old life died with Christ on the cross
so that our sinful selves would have no power over us and we would nc
be slaves to sin(Romans 6:6 NCV). Don’t be a slave any longer to the

sin of unforgiveness. Release your grip on the person who hurt you. Do

it every day if you have to. No matter how often that painful memory
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returns, bring it to God, ask for his grace, and then leave your hurt at
the cross.

Talk It Over

T Why is it tough to give up your right to get even?

T How have you seen yourself or others become slaves to the sin
of unforgiveness?

T What person or people do you need to forgive? Ask God to
give you the grace to do so this week.
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2019.05.08 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Unraveling the Mystery of Heaven]

“No eye has ever seen, no wear
I magined what God has prepa(ted
Corinthians 2:9b NLT, second edition).

My family lived in Northern California when | was a little boy. One
time we took a family vacation to Disneyland in Southern California.
As we were driving, my dad tried to explain to me what Disneyland
would be like. It was a waste of time. You can’t understand Disneyland
unless you experience it.

Some experiences are simply unexplainable.

The same is true about Heaven. We can’t compare Heaven to anything
we’ve experienced on earth. The planet where we now reside is just a
poor — very poor — carbon copy of the place God has prepared for us
in eternity.

The Bible hints at this mystery in 1 Corinthians 2:9b: “No eye has ever
seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imejiwhat God has
prepared for those who love HirNLT, second edition).

Although human words can’t properly explain the divine mysteries of
Heaven, we do know a little about what Heaven will be like.

1. We 61 | be reunited (Mebrdawh 12:2v e r
23). The book of Hebrews tells us that every believer who has ever lived

will be in Heaven with us. That includes every person you’ve ever
known who followed Jesus — and the children who never had the
opportunity to make that decision.

2. We 61 | h @ uke6:35). @he Bibledngentions rewards in
Heaven often. You’ll be rewarded for your good actions — Yyour
generosity, your good character, and your service. God watches
everything. You have to decide where you want to be rewarded: on this
temporary side of eternity or on the side that lasts forever.

14
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3. We 6| | have (Luke $6[dM018)sYioublli woik tini e S

Heaven. Here’s the difference though: You’ll use your God-given
SHAPE to do what you love to do. You’ll be 100 percent fulfilled by
the work you do. I don’t know what your responsibility will be in
Heaven. Luke 16 says that will depend on how you handle your
responsibilities here on earth.

4. Wedl I f i n(tHebrews 4:9-11)i For mddyeohuy, eemal
rest in Heaven sounds really good. After a lifetime of work, we’ll rest
in Heaven like never before. Yes, we’ll work, but our work in Heaven
will be a restful joy, not a burden.

5. Wedl | r e | (Mattbew 25i21). WHire goiugeorcelebrate
in Heaven! We’ll enjoy being with God in Heaven. We’ll enjoy being
with one another in Heaven. We’re going to party for eternity in
Heaven!

Talk It Over

1 Try to explain to someone else the most amazing place you’ve ever
visited. After you do so, ask yourself why it’s so hard to explain Heaven
to others.

Who are you looking forward to being reunited with in Heaven? Why?
If you’re going to work in Heaven but it’ll be something that fits you
perfectly and that you love doing, what kind of work do you think you’1l
do?

=A =4
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2019.05.09 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Living for Heaven’s Sake]

“1f they had wanted t o, t hey ¢
things of this worl d. But they
heaven. And now God is not ashamed to be called their God, for

he has made a heawWebnelvg11:£5+16 TLB)f o r

Heaven changes everything about how you live today. If you’re headed
to Heaven (and after yesterday’s devotional, I hope you are), then that
reality should impact how you live here on earth.

Your value system changes. Instead of living for the here and now,
you’ll live for eternity. You can also live knowing your future is secure.
No matter what happens on earth, you’ll spend an eternity with God in
the most amazing place you’ve ever been.

So how do you live if you know your eternal destination is Heaven?

1. Dondét be di st flearbretlkerslyqu are entgp t
visitors here. Since your real home is in heaven, | beg you to keep awz
from the evil pleasures of this world; thare not for you, for they fight
against your very soulgl Peter 2:11 TLB). You can be distracted by

lots of things — both good and bad. Stay focused on what’s of eternal
significance. Delay gratification, even though everything in society

tries to get you to do just the opposite. Stay focused on what’s ahead.

2. Donobt be di s cThaBibk spys, dS ob ywet rdo
look at thetroubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things
that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, b
the things we cannot see will last forevé Corinthians 4:18 NLT,
second edition). When you live in light of eternity, trouble just doesn’t
bother you as much anymore. You know troubles won’t last forever, so

you simply don’t give up.

3. Focus your energy on what will last:‘Let heaven fill your thoughts;

donb6t spend your ti me wd(Caologsians g
3:2 TLB). Fulfill the purposes of God in your life. Live a life of
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worship. Build relationships with God’s people. Invest your time in
becoming more like Jesus through discipleship. Serve others with
abandon. Tell people about Jesus. Those activities last forever.

You were made for Heaven. If you’ve made Jesus the boss of your life,
you’ll spend eternity there. Let that truth sink in for a moment.

Then, let it change your life.

Talk It Over

1 What temptations distract you from maintaining an eternal point-of-
view?

1 Sometimes even a good thing can distract us from God’s purpose.
What are some examples of those good things that can distract?

1 What short-term troubles are causing you stress right now? How can
focusing on eternity change your perspective on them?

19
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2019.05.10 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Three Responses to People in Need]

“My children, our | ove shoul d
be true | ove, whi c hlJshm8BELGNT).t s el

Probably the most famous story in the Bible about unexpected kindness
Is the Parable of the Good Samaritan. Jesus told this story to show us
what it looks like to love people who are hurting. It’s easy to feel a little
guilty when we read this story. At one time or another, we have all
passed by somebody in need. The needs of people around us, even in
our church or small group, can be so overwhelming that it’s paralyzing.
And we ask the question, “What am I supposed to do?”

In this devotional we’ll discover three answers to that question based
upon the Parable of the Good Samaritan.

Some people keep their distancélLuke 10:30-31). This was the
example the priest gave us in the story. He simply avoided the problem
altogether. He didn’t even want to know what the problem was. This is
what I call the lifestyle of avoidance. We tell ourselves, “Don’t get too
close to people; you may have to help them. You may get your hands
dirty.” That was the priest’s problem: he was too “holy” to be helpful.
He didn’t want to be stained by the stuff of life. When we live a lifestyle
of avoidance, we try to keep all our relationships superficial. If we can
keep everyone at arm’s length, we can pretend we don’t see their pain
and their needs. If we don’t get involved, we can avoid getting hurt or
inconvenienced.

Some people are curious but uninvolvedLuke 10:32). The Levite,
who was the second man to walk by the injured man, demonstrated this
response. The Bible says he “went over and looked at the nigfh.uke
10:32b GNT) before passing him by. In a way, this response is even
worse. In the first attitude we “see” the problem from a distance and
pretend it isn’t there. In this response, we acknowledge the need
through our curiosity, but we don’t do anything to help. When we do
this we’re simply saying, “Sorry, I can’t be bothered. I’ve got more
important things to do.”
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Some people get close enough to cafleuke 10:33-37). Of course,

this is the Good Samaritan. He went above and beyond to help the
inured man at his own expense. The Bible tells us, “Our love should not

be just words and talk; it must be true love, which shows itself in
action” (1 John 3:18 GNT). Mercy takes action where others take off.
Mercy isn’t afraid to get its hands dirty. And Jesus calls every one of

his followers to have the attitude of the Good Samaritan.

Jesus deliberately chose a Samaritan to be the hero in this story, because
the Jews hated the Samaritans. Mercy isn’t just about helping people
you like or helping people who are just like you. Mercy is about helping
people no matter who they are, what they look like, or where they come
from.

Talk It Over

1 Why do you think getting close to someone is connected with caring
for him or her?

1 How do you respond to these three statements:
1. Mercy is about helping people no matter who they are,
what they look like, or where they come from.
2. Mercy takes action where others take off.
3. Mercy isn’t afraid to get its hands dirty.
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2019.05.11 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [Opening Our Eyes to the Needs Around Us]

“Do not | ook out only for your
ot her s(1G@otinthiaris 10:24 NCV).

Few passages in Scripture give us a more complete view of mercy than
Jesus’ Parable of the Good Samaritan. In this memorable parable, we
can learn four specific lessons about how we can demonstrate mercy.
In the next four devotionals we’ll look at each of those important
lessons.

First, we must see the needs of people around uMercy always
begins in the eyes. You have to see the need before you can meet the
need. You can’t care until you are aware. The Bible says, “When [the
Samaritan] saw the man, he felt compassion for’Hioake 10:33b
NLT, second edition).

Just like the Good Samaritan, you have wounded people all around you.
You just don’t see them. They may not have been physically beaten or
bruised, but they have been beaten up by life. They’ve been bruised by
circumstances and the attitudes and opinions of other people.

Why don’t we see these needs? The answer is busyness. We’re just
moving too fast. Being in a hurry is always the death of kindness. The
busier you get, the less loving you will be. But to be sensitive and to
see people’s needs up close, you have to slow down. Slow down long
enough to look people in the eye. Give somebody your undivided
attention. Stop to talk to the person and really listen.

How should we respond to someone who is hurting or who has a need?

The Bible says, “Do not look out only for yourselves. Look out for the
good of others alsb(1 Corinthians 10:24 NCV).
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Talk It Over

1 How can busyness keep you from showing mercy to others?

1 How can you create more “margin” in your life so that you can invest
in the lives of others?

1 What are some needs you see around you? How can you help with
those?
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