BAEFARGHKE
B %A E 0 EW
Daily Hope

201948 28-5848 (8 173B)

YE & : Rick Warren #8M
BEEEEIB . IR

& H

; I

HHYAFEE R, RARBICEFEI R G ER
IR B AT R & 2E
EX AR H B https://pastorrick.com/devotional/



S 0wl
WR TSI 8T
e Ae g e\ e i
R SR8 A f e




2019.04.28 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Learn How to Clarify Your Worldview]

“Stand up for me against world opinion and I'll stand up for you
before my Father in heaven. If you turn tail and run, do you think
I'll cover for you?” (Matthew 10:32-33 MSG).

To live with uncommon courage and stand up for Christ, you have to
learn how to clarify your worldview — the foundation on which you
base your beliefs. You also have to understand the non-Christian
worldviews that compete for your devotion every day. Here are four
popular worldviews:

Materialism: What matters most is money. Materialists measure
their success by wealth, but you didn’t bring anything into the world,
and you won’t take anything out of it. You were made for more than
things. Luke 12:15b says, “Life does not consist in an abundance of
possessions ”(NIV). The greatest things in life aren’t things.

Hedonism: Whatever feels good is good. For hedonists, pleasure is
their god. Their goal in life is to be comfortable and have fun. But
happiness is not the goal in life; happiness is a by-product of living out
your purpose. Holiness creates happiness. “Those who live only to
satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that
sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest
everlasting life from the Spirit”(Galatians 6:8 NLT).

Individualism: What | want comes first. America was built on
rugged individualism, and today that has evolved into a culture of
narcissism. But God didn’t create you to live for you. If you want to
follow Jesus, you have to put aside your selfish ambition. Romans
2:8 says, “For those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and
follow evil, there will be wrath and anger” (NIV). God opposes self-
centeredness because God is love, and love is never selfish.

Politics as religion: I've spoken at many major, secular conferences,
and I’ve discovered this: Politics is the religion of people who don’t

know God. There is nothing wrong with politics, but it shouldn’t be
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your savior. “Our citizenship 1S in heaven. And we eagerly await a
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ”(Philippians 3:20 NIV). I'm
to be a responsible citizen, but my greater loyalty is to God and not to
government.

What is the result of these worldviews? The crumbling of our culture,
crisis in our schools, corruption in our businesses, chaos in our
government, carnality in our churches, confusion in our families, and
conflicts in our personal lives. Anytime we don’t go by the owner’s
manual, we’re the ones who get hurt. You see, we don’t really break
God’s laws — they break us.

To counter these prevalent worldviews, God is calling Christians to
stand up for his truth “against world opinion.” You can only do that
when you have a solid foundation in God’s Word and the uncommon
courage that comes from a relationship with him.

Talk It Over

e Inwhat specific ways has God asked you to stand against world
opinion? How have you responded?

« What can you do to build a stronger foundation on which to base
your Christian worldview?
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2019.04.29 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [For Uncommon Courage, Open God’s Word]

“So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly
rewarded” (Hebrews 10:35 NIV).

Faced with attacks on a biblical worldview, how do you live with
uncommon courage? There are two things you need to do:

1. You need to accept God’s Word as your authority. WWhy? Because
it is the only source that will never lie to you. If you’re going to be a
man or woman of courage, you need to build your life on the rock that
never changes, not on popular opinion. Build your life on the
understanding that “God said it, I believe it, and that settles it —
whether I understand it or not.” Hebrews 6:18 says, “God has given
both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchangeable
because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to
him for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that
lies before us” (NLT).

You will build your life on either the world or the Word. | say things
all the time that are unpopular. Why? Because | fear displeasing God
more than | do your rejection.

If you don’t know what you believe, you need to figure it out. Your
local church is a great resource and can help you find the material that
will help you get deeper in and more familiar with God’s Word.

2. You need to spend personal time with Jesus. “The leaders saw that
Peter and John were not afraid to speak, and they understood that these
men had no special training or education. So they were amazed. Then
they realized that Peter and John had been with Jesus” (Acts
4:13 NCV). The more time you spend with Jesus, the less you are going
to be intimidated by the opinions of others and the more courage you’re
going to have.

Standing courageously for an unpopular opinion isn’t easy, but the
rewards of standing courageously for the truth will last
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forever. Hebrews 10:35 says, “So do not throw away your confidence;
it will be richly rewarded” (NIV).

Talk It Over
If you want to have an uncommon courage, pray this prayer today:

“God, I want to be a person of courage. I don’t want to back down.
I don’t want other people to control what I say or think. I want to
build my life on a biblical worldview. | make these two
commitments today: First, | accept your Word as my authority. You
say it, | believe it, and that settles it. Second, Lord, | want to spend
time with you every day. | want to get to know you personally. 1
want to be so full of joy and courage that people say, ‘That person’s
been with Jesus.’ I ask you to help me to be fearless for the truth. In
your name [ pray. Amen.”



http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+10:35

2019.04.29 (B—) BB
BE: [FAAERREMK]

TR RPIARTEEBEHON BEHENNNEBREB -
(F1O%EZ 10:35)

BHSBYHRICEFERNNE  (RIIUSEANBNSERME ?
IREZMMHS

1REE2EZHEEERER - REE ? RREERIERAEIRIR
BYME— 2R > WRIRBNA—BBEERBIA & IREREKACNE
BEG ERIIRPIAL » MABERITOER L - 120 "R S
HELE  BIE S —EFBHRESHO 5 BHEREBIIREIAL o
MRS 6:18 58 : "FEEMHFAENNS » HIRANEERG © 15
U PIERERERE P ~ I ERAETNMPIRBRIBEENAIUKED
Bho .

IRBOAESARIIAEB L ERIUARE L » HiREHRAZ
BUMEYSIE - RBHE ? WRBHRAGIER - BSOS

NETIDEECABEER - IRAEHERS © (REBORE2BR
BOIEE - TLEENMRAEIEERMIREEA « BREMEEH
%l o

2 BEPFHEBARDE o TPIREE » HBES - XBEBH
MREIBE[NNE AT - BRI REIEFH . (E
ETE 413 ) - HEH—EEE0EEND - (RIEASHREIA
Y= RPAlHE - IRBRBEEELHER -



ST R—EANZELNERLAS S - BEEURIGERIE
NEBRIKZZE - BIOKRS 10:35 30 : "Ll (RPN EE
SRV, TERDIDERER |

FonR 8
WRIRBHEE—BANNER » SKINEESS

"Rl HBAA—EBEEROA o AR o ARBIASEHI AT
sRPTI8EY - MBARENEFE LEZUBCHAL - HSKIMLEW
IB7%GE : BT 0 RS ROVEIFRIEM © #4757 » IA81E @ ABRLE S °
E 0 EI 0 HBEXREFHIR - HBHREVHAR ° HBITMSLEA]
ER 0 APIRER 0 TAEARSHEREY o o KAREIISEIREMN
RIE - FXHBISS  bIfg  4

Bi2E

ol
(]




2019.04.30 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Convictions Help Us Live Like We Believe]

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1 NRSV).

Dictionaries usually define “conviction” as a fixed or strong belief.
Conviction is really much more than that. Your convictions include
your values, commitments, and motivations.

| like the definition of conviction | once heard from the
great Bible teacher Howard Hendricks: “A belief is something you will
argue about. A conviction is something you will die for!”

Our convictions determine our conduct. They motivate us to take a
stand and to act according to our values.

When you first become a Christian, you often do things simply because
other Christians around you suggest or model them. You may pray, read
the Bible, and attend services because you see the examples of others.

This is fine for a new Christian; little children learn the same way.
However, as you grow, you must eventually develop your own reasons
for doing what you do. Those reasons become convictions.

Biblical convictions are essential for spiritual growth and maturity.
What is ironic today is that people often have strong convictions about
weak issues (football, fashion, etc.) while having weak convictions
about major issues (what is right and what is wrong).

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen” (NRSV).

God is supporting you as you develop convictions that define your faith?
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Talk It Over

Talk about these two statements:

« Biblical convictions are essential for spiritual growth and
maturity.

« They motivate us to take a stand and to act according to our
values.

How have your convictions affected decisions you’ve made? When

have you made a decision that was not based on your convictions?

On what issues do you need to take a stand based on your

convictions?
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2019.05.01 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Don’t Stuff Your Pain, Tell God About It]

“Get up, cry out in the night, even as the night begins. Pour out
your heart like water in prayer to the Lord” (Lamentations 2:19a
NCV).

Think you’ve had a bad day? The biblical character of Job had a Ph.D.
in pain and loss. In the very first chapter of Job, after everything fell
apart in his life, “Job stood up, tore his robe in grief, and shaved his
head. Then he fell to the ground and worshiped” (Job 1:20 GW).

Job expressed his pain to God. When you have a major loss in your life,
the first thing you need to do is tell God exactly how you feel.

This may surprise you, but God can handle your anger and frustration.
He can handle your emotions. Why? Because he gave them to you. You
were made in the image of God, and he is an emotional God.

When your 2-year-old has a temper tantrum and beats on your knees,
you can handle that. In the same way, God is bigger than your emotion,
and 1t’s okay to tell him exactly how you feel. When you prayed for a
promotion but it didn’t happen, when a loved one walks out of your life,
when you get the dreaded call saying, “It’s cancer,” you can tell God,
“I’'m mad. 'm upset. I’'m sick. ’'m frustrated. I’'m ticked off. I doubt.”
God can handle your complaints, your questions, your fear, and your
grief. God’s love for you is bigger than all of your emotions.

My kids know I love them. They know that I’ve been on this planet
longer than they have and that I’ve had more experience than they have.
But my children sometimes question my judgment. Can you believe
that?

I’d rather have an honest, gut-level conversation with them than have
them stuff their frustration and disappointment inside. God is the same
way! He would rather have you wrestle with him in anger than walk
away in detached apathy.
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The right response to unexplained tragedy is not “grin and bear
it.” Lamentations 2:19a says, “Get up, cry out in the night, even as the
night begins. Pour out your heart like water in prayer to the
Lord” (NCV).

Talk It Over

o Who is the first person you usually talk to about your troubles? Why do
you trust that person?

o What have been the physical and emotional effects of keeping your
anger to yourself?

e What can you do to be more honest with God in your prayers (if need
be)?

e God is listening as you pour out your heart to him. How will this truth
change your prayers?
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2019.05.02 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Where Do You Turn for Help?]

“By helping each other with your troubles, you truly obey the law
of Christ” (Galatians 6:2 NCV).

When we go through major disappointments in life, our natural reaction
is to pull back and isolate ourselves. We want to handle it ourselves.
We want to keep our losses and failures and mistakes and crises a secret.
We want to withdraw. This is a terrible idea!

When you go through disappointment or crisis or loss, that’s when you
need your friends the most. You need to accept help from others. God
doesn’t intend for you to handle all the pain and stress in your life by
yourself. We were wired for each other. We need each other. We’re
social beings. The first thing God said in the Garden of Eden is, “It’s
not good for man to be alone.” We’re made to be in relationships.

Job 6:14 says, “When desperate people give up on God Almighty, their
[friends, at least, should stick with them” (MSG).

There will be times in your life when you are in so much pain you will
say, “I don’t even believe in God right now!” You need to have friends
who will come alongside you and say, “That’s okay. We’ll believe God
for you right now.”

There will come a time when you’ll say, “I don’t have any faith right
now. I'm full of doubt.” That’s when you need your friends to step in
and say, “That’s okay. We will have faith for you. We will trust God
for you in this.”

“By helping each other with your troubles, you truly obey the law of
Christ” (Galatians 6:2 NCV). What is the law of Christ? It’s this: Love
your neighbor as yourself. The Bible commands us to help each other.
Every time you help somebody who’s going through pain, you are
fulfilling the law of Christ.
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Trying to handle your trouble yourself will only make you more tired
and stressed out. You need to accept the help of others and let your
friends carry you through it. And know that God is with you all the way.
He is at work in your circumstances, even if you can’t see him working
at this point.

Talk It Over

e Who in your life supports you through your loss and disappointment?
How do you do the same for them?

e What are the things you find the most helpful when you’re in a
difficult situation?

e How can a small group provide the kind of support you need when
you’re in trouble?

e What can we learn about God through the support of our friends who
follow Jesus, t00?
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2019.05.03 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [God, Why Is This Happening to Me?]

“‘We don’t know everything, and our prophecies are not
complete. . . . Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture
in a mirror. Later we will see him face to face. We don’t know
everything, but then we will, just as God completely understand
us” (1 Corinthians 13:9, 12 CEV).

In his pain and despair, Job asked a lot of legitimate questions: “Why
let people go on living in misery? Why give light to those in grief” (Job
3:20 GNT).

This “why” question is human nature, and we all ask it. We have this
misconception that if we understand the reason behind our pain, then it
will make the pain easier.

You don’t need an explanation; you need strength. You don’t need an
explanation; you need a Savior. You don’t need an explanation; you
need comfort and support.

But we always go looking for an explanation! We ask questions like,
“Why did that person walk out of my life? Why did he make a promise
to me and then break it? Why did he hurt me? Why did | lose my job?
Why did she die? Why did I get sick?”

Friends, I’ve been studying the “why” question for years, and I’'m going
to give you my educated answer: I don’t know. And I’'m never going to
know, because I’'m not God. And neither are you! Some things we’re
just never going to understand until we get to the other side of death.
Then it’s all going to become very, very clear. Only God knows. And
if you don’t get his answer right off the bat, you might as well stop
asking “Why?” because you’re simply prolonging the pain.

Proverbs 25:2a says, “It is God’s privilege to conceal things” (TLB).
God is a God of revelation. He reveals himself through nature,
circumstances, and Scripture. The only reason you know anything
about God is because he has chosen to reveal himself.
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But the Bible says God doesn’t just reveal; God also conceals. And
sometimes God intentionally hides his face from us. Why? So we’ll
learn to trust him and to live by faith rather than by our feelings.

God doesn’t owe you an explanation for anything. God doesn’t have to
check in with you first before he does something. God doesn’t have to
get your permission before he allows things to happen in life. God is
God, and we’re not always going to understand why some things
happen.

The Bible says, “We don 't know everything, and our prophecies are not
complete. . . . Now all we can see of God is like a cloudy picture in a
mirror. Later we will see him face to face. We don’t know everything,
but then we will, just as God completely understand us” (1 Corinthians
13:9, 12 CEV).

One day it’s all going to be clear. It’s all going to make sense. You’re
going to be able to say, “So that’s why God allowed that in my life!”
Until then, God wants you to trust him.

Talk It Over

e What are some questions you need to put in the “Ask God When I Get
to Heaven” file?

e How does letting go of your “why” questions increase your faith?

e How can you encourage someone today who has been questioning
God and wondering why God allowed something to happen in his or
her life?

o Talk about this statement: | do not have to understand everything in
order to do what God tells me to do.
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2019.05.04 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [God’s Number One Characteristic]

“The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and abounding in goodness and truth” (Exodus 34:6b NKJV).

God’s number one characteristic in the Bible isn’t his sovereignty,
omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, anger, or justice.

It’s his mercy.

The world wants us to portray God as someone who is completely
focused upon judgment. But God describes himself first and foremost
as a God of mercy.

When God revealed his glory to Moses, he said, “The Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness
and truth” (Exodus 34:6b NKJV).

Mercy is the first characteristic God uses to define himself in the Bible.
It must be the most important.

Quite simply, mercy is love in action. It has two distinct parts.
Webster’s Dictionary defines mercy two ways, as “refraining from
harm or punishment” and as “unexpected kindness.” God wants us to
do both. The forgiving side is refraining from punishment. And the
compassionate side is going the extra mile to help somebody with
unexpected kindness. We need to demonstrate both.

It’s more than just an attitude. It’s a lifestyle.

Talk It Over

e Why do you think the world tends to describe God using characteristics
other than mercy (his justice, his power, etc.)?
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If God’s number one characteristic is mercy, how does that impact our
understanding of how God wants us to live and the people God wants
us to become?

Do you find it easier to demonstrate the forgiving side or the
compassionate side of mercy? Why?
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