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2019.04.21 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [We Know God’s Truth Through Creation]

“But the basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your eyes and
there it is!” (Romans 1:19 MSG).

About 35 years ago, | was at a camp in the mountains. Alone in a room,
I prayed, “God, if there is a God, I'm open. If you’re real, I want to
know you’re real. And, Jesus Christ, if you can change my life, if there
is a purpose for my life, I want to know it.”

You know what happened? I didn’t get goose bumps. I didn’t cry. No
bright lights shone down — nothing like that.

Yet, still, it was the turning point in my life, because | was no longer
biasing myself against God. | wanted to know the truth, even if it was
inconvenient.

Truth can be discovered, but first we have to have an attitude of
openness that says, “I want the truth more than anything else.” Once
you choose that attitude, you can discover the truth. How?

First, through creation.

We learn a lot about God and a lot about truth just by looking at nature.
This is why science is so important — it helps us understand God and
his universe.

For instance, by knowing that there are 60,000 varieties of beetles, we
learn God likes variety. By seeing a volcano, a tidal wave, or an
earthquake, we learn God is powerful. From the delicately balanced
ecosystem, we can observe God is incredibly organized.

The Bible says, “The basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your
eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God
has created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as
such can’t see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of his divine
being. So nobody has a good excuse” (Romans 1:19-20 MSG).
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God will also lead us to the truth through conscience, through careful
consideration, through God’s commandments, and through Jesus Christ.
We’ll talk more about it in the next few days.

Talk It Over

e Why is God’s truth often inconvenient?

e What do you need to change about your attitude so that you can
earnestly seek truth?

e How have you seen aspects of God’s character revealed in
creation?
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2019.04.22 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [We Know God" s Truth Through Conscience]

“Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that
they know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without
having heard it” (Romans 2:14 NLT, second edition).

God leads us to discover his truth not only through creation but also
through our conscience.

Some things are hard wired in us by God; we know they are always
right or always wrong, no matter what anybody else says. Our
conscience tells us this. The Bible says, “Even Gentiles, who do not
have God’s written law, show that they know his law when they
instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. They demonstrate
that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and
thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right” (Romans
2:14-15, NLT, second edition).

Say we take a random sample of 1 million people from around the
planet and put them on a corner in New York City. We say, “Here’s a
92-year-old blind lady with a walker. She needs to cross the street. Tell
me which of these three options is morally right: One, you can let her
try to cross on her own. Two, you can help her cross the street. Three,
you can push her into oncoming traffic.”

The apostle Paul says, even non-Christians have been wired to know
the right thing to do (see Romans 2:14-16). Regardless of whether or
not we follow it, every one of us knows what is right because God has
given us a conscience.

We are also led to the truth through careful consideration, through
God’s commandments, and through Jesus Christ, which we’ll explore
as the week continues.

So when you feel like you’ve lost everything, stop focusing on what’s
lost and start focusing on what’s left: God and his love for you.
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Talk It Over

o How does it make you feel to do the opposite of what your
conscience tells you is right?

« If your conscience leads you to discover truth, how can you
find out more about God’s truth?

o How does following your conscience make you more like
Christ?




2019 04.22 (B—) 1%
BB [BROBHEAEE]

CRBERBENINBABIRERMTRELNS TR ER
% BeMEaceRis -, (BB 214)

HANMEREERS - MEREBRLSIEFHFIFRMNEIE -

BLUSEMARBEAERPIOP ; HPIEERBIASRHE - BLS
FERIIFDHEEY - HPIVR O SIHKIFIE—5 - ISR« TRB
BIEINEABIREAR TR LS » MRBERE B
CLE2BECHERE - ERBEBRENINAZRZEMPILE - i
BIFZOEIFREE » WEMPINESEBRE @ sibARE U
BRIk, (FEHST 2:14-15)

ERERFRPINE R IRZ BB IRER 100 B AP M R OmB0—
B 3R : "B 92 BB ALL  BEITE b
TREHBE - SHIME=([EEBPH—EEER LSRN : —
IREIDGEMEFN BCERBE - — @ {REIMUEBUERKIS - = » {R9]
DU SN E M ARBIERR © |

[EIERTESR - BUEEIFEEBHE » MR IERMERNS (ES
g 214-16) - HRESBBE - BEAZIEH ERERD
KRBT 3 FHPIRD -

WF?@%E%/%FE&M“ e A EBFESMRSIHEIE
FAPIREE —BHEIEIRER -



Foa 8

s RIREEBECHRLITS @ RS0 ?

o WRMIRNERDSIGIRBINAIR » IREEREE D ith SRS EIE
Ue ?
o BERDWIFRIREEEE "

BIZ25C




2019.04.23 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [We Know God’s Truth Through Careful
Consideration]

“Carefully consider the path for your feet, and all your ways will
be established” (Proverbs 4:26 HCSB).

When you tell God, “I want the truth more than anything else,” he will
reveal his truth to you in a variety of ways, such as through creation or
your conscience and also through careful consideration.

In other words, truth is knowable. You can test it. You can experiment
with it. You can prove it.

If I want to go to San Francisco and | follow a map that takes me to San
Francisco, and the next week | follow the same map to San Francisco
again, eventually I figure out that the map is true.

The same is true of the Bible: If you follow its map again and again,
you’ll find it to be true. It always takes you where it says it’s going to
take you. You may not always like where it takes you, but it always
takes you where it says it’s going to take you.

Often people say, “Why won’t God just write it in the sky?” Why would
God do that? He gave you a brain. But most people never slow down
long enough for such careful consideration. Most people just drift
through life.

The Bible tells us, “Carefully consider the path for your feet, and all
your ways will be established” (Proverbs 4:26 HCSB).

Spend some time in careful consideration and thoughtful observation,
and ask yourself: “Am I on a true path?”
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Talk It Over
How does the pace of your life affect your ability to carefully

consider or examine truth?
e Why is it important that you can test the truth?
How can you use the Bible as part of your careful consideration?
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2019.04.24 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Having the Courage to Stand Up for God]

“Don’t worry about how or what you should speak. For you will
be given what to say at that hour because you are not speaking,
but the Spirit of your Father is speaking through you” (>Matthew
10:19b-20 HCSB)

“Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent” (Acts 18:9b
NIV).

As you search Scripture for God’s truth, it’s important to understand
what the Bible says about three controversial issues. I mention these
three because they are the ones you need the most courage to speak up
about. Why? Because not only will many people disagree with you
about these topics, they will also be very passionate in their argument.

It takes uncommon courage to stand up against that kind of pressure.

There are a lot of parts of the Bible that people don’t have a problem
with, like “You must help the poor.” Nobody disagrees with that. But
there are three areas related to sanctity that some Christians avoid
talking about. They are:

1. The sanctity of life: God has a purpose for every unborn
child. God planned your life before you were born: “You saw me before
I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your book. Every
moment was laid out before a single day had passed” (Psalm
139:16 NLT). We are to speak up for those who can’t speak for
themselves — the unborn, the 70 million Americans who would be here
if they hadn’t been aborted. If I claim to be a Christian, then I must
believe that every life is sacred.

2. The sanctity of sex: Sex is only for marriage. Sex was God’s idea.
It isn’t dirty or wrong; sex is holy. “Marriage should be honored by all,
and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and
all the sexually immoral” (Hebrews 13:4 NIV). God’s instructions
never change: Premarital sex is unacceptable to God. Living together
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without being married is unacceptable to God. Adultery is unacceptable
to God. Pornography and the objectification of women are unacceptable
to God.

3. The sanctity of marriage: One man and one woman for life. That
is God’s intended, original design. A lot of people ask, “Well, what
about all the polygamy in the Bible?” The Bible doesn’t approve
everything it reports in the Bible. So why do we call it a “holy” Bible?
Because it tells the truth, and it is very clear on the issue of
marriage: “At the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and
female,” and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh . .
.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate” (Matthew 19:4-6 NIV).

There are many issues of life where people of goodwill can disagree.
For example, there’s no economic recovery plan in the Bible, and
Christians can disagree on that. But if you call yourself a disciple
of Christ, you need to line yourself up with what God says about the
sanctity of these three things. And you need to have the courage to stand
up for them, even and especially when it’s not the popular or politically
correct thing to do.

Talk It Over

o When was the last time you spoke up for Jesus in a conversation about
one of these three topics? What keeps you from speaking up more often?

e How can you better prepare yourself to have effective conversations
about these topics?

e How do you think a Christian’s worldview should affect how he or she
looks at political candidates?
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2019.04.25 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [We Know God’s Truth Through His
Commandments]

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is
true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects
us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right” (2
Timothy 3:16 NLT, second edition).

If 1 discover truth from the Bible, how do | know the Bible is true?
There’s a world of objective evidence, both external and internal, that
says the Bible is true.

External evidence proves the Bible is a historical book that you can
trust. There are 5,366 copies of the Bible dating from the time it was
written to just 70 years afterward. That fact dispels the urban legend
that the Bible was changed as it passed through generations and
languages.

External evidence also includes many archaeological discoveries. For
example, historians used to say that Solomon couldn’t have had the
horses the Bible says he had because no one had horses at that time. But
then thousands of horse stables were found in an archaeological dig.

There’s also the internal evidence of the Bible itself. In a court of law,
a prosecutor with two or three eyewitness accounts has a good chance
of making his case. The Bible is filled with eyewitness accounts. Moses
was there when the Red Sea split; Joshua was there to watch Jericho
fall; the disciples saw the resurrected Jesus.

The internal evidence of the Bible also includes the fact that it tells one
story with consistency — though it was written over 1,500 years on
three different continents by 40 different authors from every walk of
life. No human being could account for that. It’s an amazing example
of God’s abilities.

The Bible says, “There’s nothing like the written Word of God for
showing you the way to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every
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part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another —
showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes,

training us to live God’s way. Through the Word we are put together
and shaped up for the tasks God has for us” (2 Timothy 3:15-17 MSG).

Talk It Over

o What other external evidence exists to prove the Bible is true?

e Why do you think so many people want to prove that the Bible is not
true?

e In what ways is the Bible useful in your life? Are you getting all of
the instruction and training that it has to offer?
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2019.04.26 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [We Know God’s Truth Through Jesus Christ]

‘Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can
come to the Father except through me’”” (John 14:6 NLT, second
edition).

The Bible says that Jesus was full of grace and truth. Truth is not a
principle. Truth is a person. Truth is Jesus Christ.

One of the clearest and best-known statements by Jesus is this: “Jesus
told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the
Father except through me ™ (John 14:6 NLT, second edition).

Notice Jesus says, “l am the truth.” He doesn’t say truth is a religion, a
ritual, or a set of rules and regulations. He says “I.” Truth is a person.

This is what separates Jesus Christ from every other leader of every
other faith. Other leaders have said, “I’m looking for the truth” or “I’'m
teaching the truth” or “I point to the truth” or “I’'m a prophet of truth.”
Jesus comes and says, “l am the truth.”

A lot of people say, “I think Jesus was just a great teacher.” But he
couldn’t be just that: No great teacher would claim to be God if he
wasn’t. Either Jesus is conning 2.3 billion people who believe a lie or
he was nuts or Jesus is who he said he was.

Everybody’s betting their life on something. I’'m betting my life that
Jesus is who he said he was.

What do you do with the truth once you’ve discovered it? Four things:

1. Believe the truth!

2. Do the truth. Truth is not just an intellectual exercise. It’s
something you obey.

3. Stand for the truth. The Bible tells us our responsibility is to
never oppose the truth but to stand for it at all times.

4. Spread the truth.
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The Bible says, “Let everything you do reflect your love of the truth and
the fact that you are in dead earnest about it” (Titus 2:7b TLB). There’s
a lot in the Bible that I don’t understand, and that makes me
uncomfortable. But the fact is, it is the truth. It is a map that always
takes me where it promises.

Talk It Over

e How are you getting to know Jesus Christ better?

e What are some opportunities you have every day to stand for
the truth?

e Are there some parts of the Bible that you do not believe? Ask
God to help you with your unbelief so that you can believe and
then obey God’s Word.
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2019.04.27 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [How to Have Uncommon Courage]

“Stand up for me against world opinion and I'll stand up for you
before my Father in heaven” (Matthew 10:32 MSG).

In a world full of ideas and beliefs that go against God’s Word, God
wants you to have an uncommon courage and stand up for what you
know is true and right. Everyone else is speaking up and telling you
their worldview every day. Why shouldn’t you stand up for what you
believe?

To stand courageously, you have to know what God says is the truth
and what the world believes. This is called a worldview — the
perspective on which you base your beliefs. Every person uses a
different filter through which they see and understand the world. We
may all be looking at the same event, but we will see it differently
because of our conflicting worldviews.

Your worldview includes how you see God, yourself, others, the past,
the present, the future, money, time, good, and evil. It influences
everything in your life. Every time you make a decision, you access the
worldview database in your mind and decide that, because you
believe this, this is what you’re going to do. Your worldview influences
every choice you make.

Here’s the problem: You are profoundly influenced by the worldviews
of others. Every time you have a conversation, a worldview is being
communicated. You are influenced by the worldviews of your parents,
friends, an advertisement, or a newspaper article. Nothing is fair and
balanced, because everyone has a worldview.

It is absolutely crucial, then, that you base your worldview on God’s
Word, which is the only truth.

One national survey found that 62 percent of Americans claimed they
are “deeply spiritual.” When asked how that spirituality affects their
decision making, 31 percent said they make moral choices based on
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“what feels right and comfortable,” 18 percent on “whatever is best for
me,” 14 percent on “whatever causes the least conflict with others,” and
only 16 percent on “what God’s Word says.”

What does that mean? It means most Christians have a non-Christian
worldview. You may be a Christian and headed for Heaven, but you
can also have a non-Christian worldview because you’ve based it on
what you’ve learned from the world and not from the Word.

Why is it important to stand up and speak the truth? Matthew 10:32-
33 says, “Stand up for me against world opinion and I’ll stand up for
you before my Father in heaven. If you turn tail and run, do you think
I'll cover for you?” (MSG).

God is telling you to make a stand for his truth. Taking that kind of
stand requires an uncommon courage that is only available through the
knowledge and understanding of God’s Word.

Talk It Over

o What worldview do you think people would say you have?

e In what ways did your worldview affect decisions you made today?

e How is your biblical knowledge helping you take a stand for God’s
truth?
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