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2019.04.07 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [How to Show Love to a Demanding or
Selfish Person]

“‘Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and
endures through every circumstance” (1 Corinthians 13:7 NLT,
second edition).

Love can be absolutely exhausting. Don’t let anyone fool you. The kind
of love that really makes a difference in this world will zap everything
out of you.

Sometimes you just don’t feel like you have any more love to give.
Maybe you’re in a people-intensive job, such as teacher, salesman, or
waitress, and you come home and think, “I just can’t face another need,
another problem, or another heartache.” So you just shut down.

Or you need to show love to a particular person who is demanding,
selfish, and never returns your love. And you just think to yourself, “I’'m
done. No more.”

While that’s perfectly natural and perfectly human, it’s not the standard

of love God calls us to in the Bible. The Bible says, “Love never gives
up, never loses faiths always hopeful, and endures through every
circumstancé (1 Corinthians ~ 13:7 NLT, second  edition).
Love never gives up.

How can you have that kind of persistent love for another person? You
get refueled.

When my kids were young, | remember taking the family to a nearby
air show. It was so impressive to see how they would hook up a tanker
to a jet in flight to refuel. I’ll never forget that.

But, can you imagine someone flying a jet saying, “I don't need to
refuel!” The jet would crash and burn. In a long distance flight, a jet has
to refuel.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+13:7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+13:7

To give the kind of persistent love that God wants you to give, you have
to refuel your love tank. Look around at society, and you’ll see it’s
littered with debris from relationships that have crashed and burned
because people didn't refuel their love.

How do you refuel your love tank? You start by letting God love
you. “We love because he first loved’ (& John 4:19 NIV). When
you’re worn out, tired, and can’t imagine showing love to anyone else,
remember that God loved you so much that he sent his Son to die for
you.

Now that’s real fuel. That’s what keeps you going when you want to
quit.

Talk It Over

T  What do you need to do this week so you can refuel and love
others well?

1 What are the characteristics of God’s love that you can
exemplify?

T Who have you lost faith in or given up on? How can you show
love to that person today?



http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:19
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2019.04.08 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [God Wants to Give You Freedom]

“‘So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John
8:36 NIV).

The world defines freedom as a life without any restraint: "I can do
anything I want to do and say anything | want to say without anybody
telling me what to do.” Everybody else may get burned by you, but you
get to do it your own way. The world says you can have your freedom,
but only by being totally selfish.

Yet, the Bible says the only way to true freedom is through Jesus: “So
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36 NIV).

Real freedom is freedom from fear, where you’re truly free from guilt,
worry, bitterness, and death. You’re free to quit pretending because
you’re free to be yourself.

How do you get rid of those kinds of fears? By letting God love you!
The apostle John teaches that “there is no fear in love. But perfect love
drives out fear” (1 John 4:18a).

When you realize how much God loves you, you’ll begin to live in true
freedom. In fact, you worship God when you recognize that “God is
love.” It is an act of worship to agree that he is a loving, caring,
generous God and that we can “rely on the love God has for us” (1 John
4:16a).

Talk It Over

T If you struggle to believe God loves you, why do you think
you have unbelief in this area of faith?

1 How has God shown his love to you?

T In what ways does realizing God’s great love for you help you
love others well?


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8:36
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8:36
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8:36
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:16
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2019.04.09 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [The Width of God’s Love]

“And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people

should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love is.
May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the
fullness of life and power that comes from God” (Ephesians 3:18-
19 NLT, second edition).

The width of God’s love extends across the entire world and includes
everyone he has created: “TheLord is righteous in all his ways and
faithful in all he does (Psalm 145:17 NIV).

God never made a person that he didn’t love. He made you and he loves
you — and God doesn’t make junk! He loves you unconditionally. He
loves you very, very much.

Everybody matters to God. In fact, we see in the life of Jesus that he
even loves the unlovely and those who may feel unlovable. Do you
want to know the secret of self-esteem? Here it is: If you want
confidence, then understand how much you matter to God. If God loves
you, who cares what anybody else thinks?

Because God loves you, there’s no need to prove your self-worth. We
don’t have to wear certain kinds of clothes to make us feel like we’re
OK or drive a certain kind of car to prop up our faltering egos. We don’t
need status symbols anymore.

God loves you!

Talk It Over

1 There’s no place you can be where God’s love isn’t. How does
that change the way you love others?

1 If God is everywhere, why do so many people struggle with
loneliness?


https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+3:18-19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+3:18-19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+145:17
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/

T In what ways have you been trying to prove your worth to God
and to others? How does the truth of this devotional change the
way you view yourself?

10
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2019.04.10 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [The Length of God’s Love]

“I know that your love will last for all time, that your faithfulness
is as permanent as the sky” (Psalm 89:2 TEV).

There’s a limit to human love. It wears out. It dries up.

That’s why you have to have God’s love in all your relationships if they
are going to last. God’s love never wears out. God’s love is patient,
persistent, and persevering.

Isn’t it good news to know that God never gives up on you? No matter
what you do, his love never gives up. It’s wide enough to include
everybody, and it’s long enough to last forever.

God will never love you any more than he does right now. But he also
will never love you any less than he does right now.

He loves you on your good days. He loves you on your bad days. His
love is not conditioned by your response. God is love, and his love is
given freely. It cannot be earned, and it is not deserved.

Accept his love and worship him, knowing that his love is long enough

to last for all time: “And may you have the power to understand, as all
God’' s people should, how wide,
love is. May you experience the lafeChrist, though it is too great to
understand fully (Ephesians 3:18-19a NLT, second edition).

Talk It Over

1 How do you make God’s love the center of your relationships?

1 What is your response to God's love?

1 What can you do to make God love you more? What can you do to make
God love you less?

13
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2019.04.11 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [The Height of God’s Love]

“For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39 NIV).

There is no place that you can go where God’s love isn’t. You’ll never
be separated from God’s love.

Nothing — no circumstance, no situation — can separate you, because
God’s love is everywhere: “Neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus our Lord(Romans 8:39 NIV).

If you want an antidote for loneliness, here it is: You will never be
separated from God’s love. The fact is, we do lose loved ones. Even if
you’re married, one of you is going to die first, and you will grieve over
that.

But if you’re a Christian, God is with you always and forever. You can
look to his love for you whenever you feel lonely. I’m not talking about
religion. I’m talking about a relationship with Jesus Christ. His love
lasts forever, and his love is everywhere.

Talk It Over

1 God’s love is high enough to overlook your mistakes. Have you
accepted his offer to forgive you and help you start over?

1 How do you tune into God's love in difficult circumstances or when
you feel lonely?

1 What is the difference between religion and relationship?

16
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https://www.christianity.com/jesus/
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2019.04.12 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [God’s Love Is Deep Enough]

“The Lord reached down from above and took hold of me; he
pulled me out of the deep waters” (Psalm 18:16 TEV)

There are times when we all think, “I’m going under for the last time!
I’'m about to sink!” But no matter how deep you are, God’s love is
deeper than your problem.

Corrie ten Boom and Betsy ten Boom were Christians who lived in the
Netherlands during World War Il. They hid Jews in their home to
protect them from the Nazis. When they were discovered, not only were
the Jews taken to the concentration camp, but Corrie and Betsy were
taken as well, and they spent the rest of the war there.

After watching one atrocity after another, Corrie told Betsy, “This place
is the pit of Hell!” Betsy replied, “There is no pit so deep that God’s
love is not deeper.”

In the last few months, you may have hit bottom financially and thought,
“I am going broke!” Or, maybe you’ve hit bottom emotionally, or your
marriage has hit bottom, or you’re having health problems. You’re
frustrated and can't help but think, “I’m going under.”

Where is God when you hit bottom? He’s right there underneath you.
He is“your refuge, and his everlasting arms are under
you’ (Deuteronomy 33:27a NLT, second edition).

Drop into his arms of love. Let him catch you and support you when
you have nowhere else to go.

Talk It Over

1 God's love is deep enough to handle anything. What pain or
hurt or problem do you need to hand over to him today?

19


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+18:16
https://www.christianity.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=de+33:27

9 How should an eternal perspective — God's everlasting arms
under you — change your attitude toward your problems?
1 What does it mean to surrender and let God support you?
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2019.04.13 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [We Love Because God Loves Us]

“We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19 NIV).

We were created in God’s image to do two things on Earth: learn to
love God and learn to love other people. Life is all about love.

But love started with God. He loved us first, and that gives us the ability
to love others (1 John 4:19). The only reason you can love God or love
anybody else is because God first loved you. And he showed that love
by sending Jesus Christ to Earth to die for you. He showed that love by
creating you. He showed that love by everything you have in life. It’s
all a gift of God’s love!

In order to love others and to become great lovers, we first need to
understand and feel how much God loves us. We don’t want to just talk
about love, read about love, or discuss love. We need to experience the
love of God.

We need to reach a day when we finally, fully understand how God
loves us completely and unconditionally. We need to become secure in
the truth that we cannot make God stop loving us.

Once we’re secure inside God’s unconditional love, we’ll start cutting
people a lot of slack. We won’t be as angry as we were before.

Talk It Over

Think about the following:
1 Who needs more patience from you?
1 Who needs more time from you?
1 Who do you need to forgive?
1 Who needs your mercy and grace?
What will you do about these things this week?
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