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2019.03.31 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Today |s the Day to Be Saved!]

‘| assure you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke
23:43 NLT, second edition).

When the criminal hanging next to Jesus on the cross asked Jesus to
remember him, Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me
in paradise” (Luke 23:43 NLT, second edition). With his response,
Jesus was also giving us four characteristics of salvation that we can
trust and believe in.

First, he said “today.” That means salvation is immediate. The moment
you ask Jesus Christ to save you, it is done. When you die, you either
go straight into the presence of God or you go straight into separation
from God.

Second, salvation is certain. He said, “Today you will.”

Not “You might,” not “I hope.” Not “Let me think about it.” When God
says, “You will,” you will. When you accept Christ, you can be certain
of your salvation.

Third, salvation is a relationship. He said, “You will be with me.”

Salvation is not a religion. It’s not rules or regulations or rituals.
Salvation is a relationship. That relationship doesn’t begin when you
get to Heaven. It begins here on Earth. Jesus Christ wants to be your
best friend, and he wants to talk to you all the time. God made you for
a relationship with him!

Fourth, Jesus said, “Today you will be with me in paradise.” Heaven is
a real place, and it is forever.

There were two criminals crucified with Jesus, one on either side. Jesus
gave them the choice of salvation, and he gives you the same choice.
He’s not going to force you to love him. He’s not going to force you to
trust him, and he’s not going to force you to accept Heaven. There are
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two responses. One of those criminals rejected Jesus, and the other
turned to him in faith. You can make the same choice.

Romans 10:13 says, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will
be saved. “If you’re ready to call on the name of the Lord and you
acknowledge these truths about salvation, then settle this issue of your
eternal destiny once and for all.

“This is the hour to receive God’s favor; today is the day to be
saved!” (2 Corinthians 6:2b TEV)

Talk It Over
e What is the proof in your life that you are assured of your
salvation?

e How should the reality of Heaven and Hell change the way we
share the Gospel with others?

e Ask God to lead you to someone who is calling on the name of
the Lord that you can help lead to salvation or disciple. Who is
God bringing to your mind?
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2019.04.01 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Have You Ever Gone Thirsty to Benefit
Someone Else?]

“After this, Jesus knew that everything had been done. So that
the Scripture would come true, he said, ‘Il am thirsty.” There was
a jar full of vinegar there, so the soldiers soaked a sponge in it,
put the sponge on a branch of a hyssop plant, and lifted it to
Jesus’ mouth” (John 19:28-29 NCV).

The Bible says that as Jesus hung on the cross, he “knew that
everything had been done. So that the Scripture would come true, he
said, ‘I am thirsty.” There was a jar full of vinegar there, so the soldiers
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a branch of a hyssop plant, and
lifted it to Jesus’ mouth” (John 19:28-29 NCV).

When Jesus said, “I’m thirsty,” it shows how much he really loves you
and me.

Jesus was willing to suffer and thirst for you so that you can go to
Heaven. This is called redemptive suffering — when you suffer not for
your own sins but on behalf of other people. Jesus had done nothing
wrong. He was perfect, yet they killed him. Why? He died for the
redemption of others. He was thirsty for our benefit.

Have you ever gone thirsty for anybody else’s benefit? Romans
5:8 says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us” (NIV).

Back in 1987, my brother Jim was sitting in a plane on the tarmac at the
Detroit airport, waiting to take off. He was looking out the window,
watching the plane in front of his, which happened to be Northwest 225.
My brother watched as the plane took off and then 20 seconds later
crashed and killed 155 people.

Only one person on that plane survived the crash — a 4-year-old girl
named Cecilia from Tempe, Ariz. They couldn’t figure out why she
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lived when everybody else died until they asked her what happened.
When the plane began to decline and everybody realized they were
going to crash, Cecilia’s mother took off her seatbelt, turned around,
and got in front of her child. She surrounded her with her arms and legs
and body, smothering her in her love, protecting her little girl. The
mother gave her life for another.

That’s exactly what redemption is. It’s what Jesus did for you! He went
through Hell on the cross so you don’t have to go through Hell for
eternity. He covered you and protected you from the punishment, the
flames, and the pain.

God demonstrated his love for us by thirsting and dying on the cross.

Talk It Over

e Why do you think Jesus had to fulfill Old Testament Scripture
by saying “I am thirsty”?

e When you think of redemptive suffering, what adjectives come
to mind to describe God?
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2019.04.02 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Love in Action: Meeting the Needs of
Others]

“The time is surely coming ... when | will send a famine on the
land — not a famine of bread or water but of hearing the words
of the Lord. People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from
border to border searching for the word of the Lord, but they will
not find it. Beautiful girls and strong young men will grow faint in
that day, thirsting for the Lord’s word” (Amos 8:11-13 NLT,
second edition).

The Bible says inJohn 19:28-29, “After this, Jesus knew that
everything had been done. So that the Scripture would come true, he
said, ‘I am thirsty.” There was a jar full of vinegar there, so the soldiers
soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a branch of a hyssop plant, and
lifted it to Jesus’ mouth” (NCV).

The phrase “I thirst” was the life verse and the theme of Mother Teresa,
who founded the Order of the Missionaries of Charity and Mother
Teresa’s Home for the Dying. In every Home for the Dying around the
world, where they take in the poorest of the poor, there is a picture of
Jesus hanging on the cross and underneath the words “I thirst,” because
Mother Teresa said that is our duty — to quench the thirst of Christ by
helping those in need.

We cannot help Jesus on the cross. That’s long past. Can you imagine
being that soldier who gave Jesus the drink? What a privilege! We can’t
do that. But we can help those around us.

The aim of our existence is to satiate the thirst of Jesus on the cross for
every soul, and it is shown by our love in action.

Love in action is when we meet the needs of other people in their thirst

— physical, emotional, or spiritual — out of love for Christ, who was
thirsty for us.
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There are people all around you who are spiritually thirsty, but nobody
ever uses that term. Here are some synonyms for spiritual thirst:
boredom, unhappiness, dissatisfaction, stress, and desperation.

People who are spiritually thirsty have a need for meaning, purpose,
and significance. They want to hear a word from God. They want to
know what to do with their lives.

“The time is surely coming ... when I will send a famine on the land —
not a famine of bread or water but of hearing the words of the Lord.
People will stagger from sea to sea and wander from border to border
searching for the word of the Lord, but they will not find it. Beautiful
girls and strong young men will grow faint in that day, thirsting for
the Lord’s word” (Amos 8:11-13 NLT, second edition).

Is that not a perfect description of our society today? People look good
on the outside, but they’re empty on the inside. They’re depressed,
discouraged, defeated, in despair, unsatisfied, hopping from thing to
thing, looking for what’s going to give them fulfillment and quench
their thirst.

What is your responsibility as a believer to these people, to the world?

The only way you can serve God is by serving people and helping
others in his name. Help quench their thirst by sharing with them what
God has done to make them whole.

Talk It Over

e Who are the people around you who are spiritually thirsty?

e Why is it important to consider how someone may be suffering
internally even when it looks like they have it all together on
the outside?

e How does it serve God to serve others?
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2019.04.03 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [How to Satisfy Your Spiritual Thirst]

“Anyone who drinks this water will soon become thirsty again.
But those who drink the water | give will never be thirsty again. It
becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them
eternal life” (John 4:13-14 NLT, second edition).

If you feel unsatisfied with your life and you want to live a fulfilled,
meaningful life, you need to stop looking for satisfaction somewhere
besides Jesus.

We’re always looking around, trying to find something to make our
lives happy and significant. We think, “If I could just wear this kind of
clothes, then I'll be cool. If I could just have plastic surgery and
get this fixed, then life would be grand. If | could just get this job, I’ll
be satisfied.”

The Bible says in Jeremiah 2:13, “My people have done two evils:
They have turned away from me, the spring of living water. And they
have dug their own wells, which are broken wells that cannot hold
water” (NCV).

Not only have we rejected God and not looked to him to meet all our
needs and satisfy our lives. We’re also trying to meet our needs on our
own. These wells we’ve dug called a career or good looks or a golf
game aren’t going to hold water.

In John 4:13-14, Jesus says, “Anyone who drinks this water will soon
become thirsty again. But those who drink the water I give will never
be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving
them eternal life” (NLT, second edition).

Sin is addictive. It only makes you thirstier! If you don’t believe that,
ask anybody who’s looked at pornography — once is not enough. If
you are addicted to prescription medication, one pill is not enough. If
you have a problem with anger, you’re not going to get angry just once.
Sin creates greater thirst for satisfaction.
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But Jesus offers living water that will permanently satisfy your thirst.

If you feel unsatisfied with your life, that’s called spiritual thirst. And
the only one who can quench that thirst is the one who said, “I thirst.”
Jesus thirsted on the cross so you don’t have to thirst. He paid for what
you don’t have to pay for. He became thirsty so you never have to be
thirsty again.

Talk It Over

e What should the “fresh, bubbling spring” of Jesus look like in
someone’s life?

o In what ways have you relied on yourself to provide the meaning that is
only found in Jesus?

e Who in your life needs to hear about the living water Jesus offers?
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2019.04.04 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [Who Can You Trust?]

“For the word of the Lord holds true, and we can trust everything
he does” (Psalm 33:4 NLT, second edition).

One of the great questions of life is, “Who are you going to trust?” The
way you answer that question will determine whether you’re happy or
miserable, whether you succeed or fail, whether you make something
of your life or you waste your life.

Who always has your best interest in mind? Who will help you make
decisions important to your life? Should you trust popular opinion?
That may not be a good idea since it constantly changes. Should you
trust celebrities who set the latest trends? Trends change, and fads fade.
Should you make critical life decisions based on what you read on
social media? Just because it's online doesn't mean it's truly trustworthy
or reliable.

What about trusting yourself? The truth is, our emotions can lie to us.
The Bible says, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9 KJV). When we live by our
emotions, we can be easily manipulated by other people and by our
changing moods.

If you’re going to entrust your life and your future to someone or
something, you’d better choose someone who has your best interest at
heart, knows everything, is perfect, and will never lie to you. That kind
of limits your options — to God.

No one is ever going to always tell you the truth. They’re going to shade
it. They’re going to filter it. They’re going to make it sound nice. They
won’t tell you what you need to hear. But what you need to hear is the
truth, because it is the truth that sets you free. Lies about yourself,
others, the world, and how life really is only keep you in bondage.

To be set free, you must have the truth. As I’ve said many times, the
truth will set you free, but first it makes you miserable. We don’t like
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the truth. We don’t want to hear that most of the problems in our lives
were brought on by poor decisions. We don’t want to hear that it’s our
own stubbornness and ego and insecurity that cause the stress in our
lives, but it’s true.

Psalm 33:4 says, “For the word of the Lord holds true, and we can trust
everything he does” (NLT, second edition).

God said it, and that settles it — whether or not you believe it. God isn’t
waiting on your opinion to figure out what’s right and what’s wrong. If
God says it, it’s true.

You can trust God.

Talk It Over

o What will you trust God for today?

e Why is it often easier to believe the lies we hear from other people or
the media instead of trusting in God’s truth?

e Do you accept all of God’s Word as truth? Why or why not?
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2019.04.05 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [Why Should | Trust God with My Pain?]

‘I am suffering here in prison. But | am not ashamed of it, for |
know the one in whom | trust, and | am sure that he is able to
guard what | have entrusted to him until the day of his return” (2
Timothy 1:12 NLT, second edition).

When you’ve got something that is very precious to you, whether it’s
rare, expensive, or an heirloom, and you don’t want it to be stolen,
broken, or burned up, you take it to the bank and entrust it to the
protection of a safety deposit box.

Even more than a locked box in your bank, whatever you entrust to God,
he’s going to take care of. You can count on it. He has a track record.
Other people may not have a consistent track record of taking care of
things for you. But whatever you entrust to God, he will take care of.

So, what do you need to entrust to God today? I’ll tell you what it is —
it’s whatever you’re worrying about. Whatever you’re worrying about,
you need to entrust it to the safety deposit box of God’s love.

Worry is practical atheism, because it’s acting like you don’t have a
Father in Heaven who loves you and who can be trusted, like you’re a
spiritual orphan. Worry is unbelief; it’s saying you don’t believe the
6,000 promises God made in the Bible.

The most difficult time for you to put stuff in God’s safety deposit box
is when you’re in pain. When you are suffering, you don’t want to trust
even God. You want to pull it back and hold it to yourself.

Paul knew this, but he also knew that when you’re in pain, that’s when
you need to trust God the most. He said, “I am suffering here in prison.
But | am not ashamed of it, for | know the one in whom 1 trust, and |
am sure that he is able to guard what | have entrusted to him until the
day of his return” (2 Timothy 1:12NLT, second edition).
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I talk to people sometimes who say, “I’'m afraid to give my life to
Jesus Christ because I’m afraid I won’t be able to keep the commitment.”

Let me just be honest with you: You can’t keep your commitment. You
will mess up! Fortunately your salvation isn’t based on your keeping
the commitment. It’s based on Christ keeping his promise and taking
care of what you’ve committed to him.

Talk It Over

e What does worry do to your life?

e Why do you think it’s sometimes easier to hold onto your pain
than release it to God?

e What do you need to entrust to God today?
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2019.04.06 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [How Big Are God’s Hands?]

‘I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish .... My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29 NIV).

When | was growing up, one of the things that impressed me about my
dad was his big hands. | have big hands now, but my dad had huge
hands! When he would do carpentry, the hammer just looked so small
in his hands.

My heavenly Father has really big hands. He’s got the whole world in
his hands!

How big are God’s hands?

God’s hands are big enough to bless you. Jesus often touched people in
order to bless them. He would lay his hands on people and bless them.,
He does the same for you. Isaiah 62:3 says, “The Lord will hold you in
his hand for all to see — a splendid crown in the hand of God” (NLT,
second edition).

God’s hands are scarred to never forget you. In Heaven, the only scars
will be on Jesus. Do you think God can forget you? He has a constant
reminder in his nail-scarred hands. The Bible says, “Can a mother
forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion for the child she
has borne? Though she may forget, | will not forget you! See, | have
engraved you on the palms of my hands”(lsaiah 49:15-16a NIV).

God’s hands are strong enough to keep you eternally secure. John
10:28-29 says, “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish ....
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand” (NIV).
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Once you put your life in God’s hands, nobody can snatch you out. You
may wonder, “Can’t you just jump out?” How big do you think God’s
hands are? You’re never going to get to the edge of his hands. Every
aspect of your life is in his hands.

When my kids were little, | used to stand at the edge of the pool in the
water and say, “Trust me. Jump to me.” They were always afraid. Is he
strong enough to catch me? Are his hands slippery? What happens if he
doesn’t catch me? But finally they would get up enough faith to jump
into my arms, and of course I would catch them. Then they’d want to
do it a hundred more times!

Your Father is waiting for you to jump today. He’s saying, “Trust me.
I can be trusted. I'm working behind the scenes. And I can handle
anything you give me.” Don’t you want God’s hand to be on your life?
Don’t you want your life to be in God’s hands? You can trust him with
your life and your future.

Talk It Over

e What big problem or circumstance in your life have you been
reluctant to hand over to God?

o How have you seen God provide for you and take care of you in the
past?

e Is it comforting or frustrating to you that God works “behind the
scenes”? Why?
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