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2019.02.24 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Prepare Your Heart for God’s Word]

Let’s say you’re a gardener. You’ve learned that you can take the
exact same seed and plant it in three different locations and get three
different results. In one spot, you’ll get giant tomatoes. In another,
you’ll get small tomatoes. And in a third, you’ll get nothing. What’s
the difference? It’s not the seed; it’s the soil. The soil must be
prepared for the seed.

The same is true when you hear God’s Word. Your heart has to be
prepared for the Word. If you get up late, have trouble finding a
parking spot, and are irritated as you rush into church, you’re probably
not going to hear God’s voice! You’re not in a receptive mood.

That’s why you can take two people to church, set them side-by-side,
and one will walk out thinking God really spoke to him and the other
won’t get anything out of the service. The heart of one person was
prepared; the other’s heart wasn’t.

The Bible says, “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and
slow to become angry, because human anger does not produce the
righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth
and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted
in you, which can save you”(James 1:19b-21 NIV).

For good reception, this passage teaches you have to have four
attitudes:

e You must be quiet. You can’t hear God if you’re talking.

e You have to be calm. You can’t rush God. If you’re frantic,
you’re not going to hear God. The Bible says, “Be still and know
that I am God.” My translation of that is: “Sit down and shut up.”

e You have to be clean. Before you can meet with God, you need
to take out some emotional and spiritual garbage. You need to get
rid of the stuff that stinks in your life. You get rid of the garbage



by confessing your sin to God and agreeing with him that what
you did was wrong.

e You need to be humble. Be ready to do whatever God tells you
from his Word. A prideful attitude won’t work.

Talk It Over

Why are silence and active listening such difficult things to
practice? What can you do to minimize your distractions so
that you are able to listen well?

What emotional or spiritual garbage is keeping you from
hearing God’s voice today?

What new habits can you adopt to help prepare your family to
hear from God during church, family or individual devotions,
or at any time?
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2019.02.25 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Why Should You Memorize Scripture?]

If you’re serious about being spiritually strong and mature, the
greatest habit you can develop is memorizing Scripture. In fact, the
Bible says in James 1:25 that it’s one of four habits that leads to a
blessed life: “Whoever looks intently into the perfect law . . . and
continues in it — not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it —
they will be blessed in what they do” (James 1:25 NIV).

Read your Bible: “Whoever looks intently ...”

Review the Bible: “...continuesinit ...”

Remember the Bible: ...not forgetting what they have heard ...”
Respond to the Bible: ... but doing it ...”

You don’t want to be a spiritual baby anymore. It’s time to grow up
and live the blessed life you’re meant to live. Hiding God’s Word in
your heart is an important way to start.

You may not think you have a good memory, but you remember
what’s important to you. You remember the phone numbers and dates
that you care about. I’ve heard people say they can’t memorize
anything, but they can quote songs from the 1960s and rattle off the
statistics of their favorite baseball players.

Memory is a skill you can learn. It’s a muscle you can strengthen. In
fact, memorizing Scripture will cause your brain to have a stronger
memory in other areas. | guarantee it. Study after study has shown this.

Why is it important to memorize Scripture?

¢ You’ll always have God’s Word with you. When you’re tempted,
you don’t have a Bible open or by your side. When you’re witnessing
to someone who doesn’t know Jesus, is under stress, needs comfort, or
is in a crisis, there’s usually not a Bible around. You need God’s
Word in your mind so you can remember it and review it right when
you need it.



e You can meditate on Scripture wherever you go. You can’t
review God’s Word unless you remember it. If you’ve memorized
Scripture, you can think about it when you get into bed at night or as
you drive to an appointment. You can think about the Bible because
you’ve memorized it. That’s called meditation. The only promise of
prosperity and success that God gives us in the Bible says that
meditating on his Word is the key (Joshua 1:8).

Start memorizing Scripture today. Pick a verse a week. In a year,
you’ll have memorized 52 verses. In two years, you’ll have
memorized more than 100 verses.

Talk It Over

« What changes do you need to make so that you are regularly
reading and studying the Bible?

e You already know the ways you learn and memorize best.
What tools, tactics, or people can help you memorize
Scripture?

e How do you respond when God brings Scripture to mind in
certain situations? How should you respond?
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2019.02.26 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [Science Points Us Back to God]

“Praise him, you highest heaven and the water above the sky.
Let them praise the name of the Lord because they were
created by his command. He set them in their places forever
and ever. He made it a law that no one can break” (Psalm
148:4-6 GW).

Someone may have told you at one time that the Bible isn’t
scientifically accurate. That person is wrong. He or she has either
never studied the Bible or never studied science.

God set up the laws of science; he made sure that his Word doesn’t
contradict those laws.

Johannes Kepler, the famous mathematician and astronomer, once
said, “Science is simply thinking God’s thoughts after him.” In other
words, God established the laws of physics, and then we discover
them.

The Bible wasn’t meant to be a scientific textbook. You don’t study
the Bible to build a rocket. And the Bible doesn’t use scientific
language. But the Bible never gives bad science! Not once during the
1,600 years in which the Bible was written does it give bad science. In
fact, it’s always ahead of science.

For example:

¢ For thousands of years, people believed that the earth was flat. But
God said 2,600 years ago in Isaiah 40:22 that God is enthroned above
the sphere of the earth.

e For thousands of years, people believed something held the earth up.
Hindus believed huge elephants did it. The Greeks believed Atlas did
it. The Egyptians believed five columns held the earth up. The Bible
never says that anything is holding the planet up.

e For thousands of years, people believed that the number of stars
were finite. But Jeremiah 33:22 says the number of stars can’t be
counted.
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In 1861 a very famous book came out called “Fifty-one
Incontrovertible Proofs that the Bible is Scientifically Inaccurate.”
Today, you can’t find a single scientist on the planet who would agree
with any one of those “incontrovertible facts.” They’ve all been
disproved by science.

The Bible says, “Praise him, you highest heaven and the water above
the sky. Let them praise the name of the Lord because they were
created by his command. He set them in their places forever and ever.
He made it a law that no one can break” (Psalm 146:4-6 GW).

You can’t say that the second law of thermodynamics works today but
not tomorrow. It always works because it is true and made by God.

Talk It Over

e What truths from the Bible confirm what you see all around
you in nature? Take time to search for those truths today.

e How do you respond when someone says the Bible is
scientifically inaccurate? How do you think God wants you to
respond?

e Why do you think it’s important to be able to argue that the
Bible is scientifically accurate?

11
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2019.02.27 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [More Than 300 Biblical Prophecies Point
to Jesus]

“‘No prophecy ever originated from humans. Instead, it was
given by the Holy Spirit as humans spoke under God’'s
direction” (2 Peter 1:21 GW).

The Bible is the most read book in history. It’s also the bestselling
book in history and the most translated book in history.

Yet it’s more than that. It’s also God’s Word — God’s very breath.
Second Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness” (NIV).

That means the Bible isn’t just a good idea. It is God’s Word to us.
One of the reasons | can know that the Bible is true and trustworthy is
that it has thousands and thousands of prophecies that have come true
and will come true in history. Every one of the Bible’s prophecies has
either come true exactly as God predicted or will come true sometime
in the future.

The Bible contains more than 300 prophecies about Jesus alone — all
written a thousand years before he was born. The Bible prophesied
about when he’d be born, where he’d be born, and how he’d be born.
He couldn’t have manipulated his birth to fulfill those prophecies.

It also predicted how he would die. A thousand years before Jesus
died, David described Jesus’ death on the cross in one of the psalms.
He didn’t use the word “crucifixion” because no one knew that word
then. Long before the Romans were even thinking about crucifying
people, David described it.

Only God could have known that.
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What are the odds that I could make 300 predictions about you and
every one of them would come true? It’s so astronomical you couldn’t
write the number down. It takes more faith to believe that the Bible’s
prophecies were a coincidence than to believe that God planned them.

The Bible says, “No prophecy ever originated from humans. Instead,

it was given by the Holy Spirit as humans spoke under God’s
direction” (2 Peter 1:21 GW).

During Bible times, nobody wanted to be a prophet. The law in Israel
was that a prophet of God had to be correct 100 percent of the time. If
you were wrong just once, then you were considered a false prophet
and would have been put to death. A prophet better be right!

And the biblical prophecies were right — every one of them. You can
trust the Bible because what the Bible predicts comes true.

Talk It Over

o Biblical prophecies may seem irrelevant or unimportant in your life.
Why do you think God wants you to study, understand, and care
about them?

e Do you trust that the Bible is true? How does doubt keep you from
hearing what God wants to say to you?

o How is the Bible useful in your life? Do you only use it for
encouragement, or is it also a tool for rebuking, correcting, and
training in your life?

15
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2019.02.28 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [The Whole Bible Guides Us Toward Jesus]

“Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] explained
to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself”
(Luke 24:27 NIV).

Only God could have put the Bible together. It contains 66 books
written over 1,600 years by 40 authors — and it has one theme.

Having a single unified theme is one of the reasons we know that the
Bible is God’s Word. From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible is all
about God redeeming humanity. Jesus is its star.

The fact that the Bible has only one theme is nothing short of a
miracle. It’d be one thing if one person wrote the Bible. The Koran
was written by one person, Mohammed. The Analects of Confucius
were written by Confucius. The writings of Buddha were written by
Buddha. You’d expect them to be uniform.

The Bible, on the other hand, was written by 40 different people, at
every age and in every stage of life, on three continents. And they all
wrote the same story: Jesus’ story. Prophets and poets, princes and
kings, and sailors and soldiers all had the same story. Some were
written in homes, others in prisons, and others on ships. You couldn’t
have put together a more diverse group of authors.

Yet the story is the same.

Imagine if 1 gave 50 people each a piece of paper, and I told them to
tear their pieces of paper into different shapes — but I never said how
I’m going to use them. What’s the likelihood I’d be able to take those
pieces of paper and make a map of the United States out of them?
Those odds would be astronomically low. If I did that, most people
would think it was a trick.

That’s the miracle of how the Bible was put together.
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We tend to think that the New Testament is about Jesus and the Old
Testament is about Israel. But that’s not true. The Bible says in Luke
24:27, “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, [Jesus] explained
to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (NIV).
The New Testament wasn’t even written then.

The pictures, the metaphors, the analogies, and the illusions — from
beginning to end — are about God’s plan to redeem people and build
a family for eternity. It all began with Jesus. You can see him in every
book.

That’s a miracle.

Talk It Over

e How does your appreciation for the Bible reflect an understanding of
the miracle of its cohesiveness?

o If you had to sum up the Bible in one sentence in your own words,
what would you say?

e What are some ways you can make the Bible more personal to you?
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2019.03.01 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [If Jesus Trusted the Bible, Then You Can,
Too]

“For truly | tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished”
(Matthew 5:18 NIV).

You may have heard someone say, “I trust Jesus, but not the other
guys who wrote the Bible.” There’s a problem with that logic.

Jesus trusted the Bible — every word of it! He taught that the Bible
was a unique book, above all the others.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:18, “For truly | tell you, until heaven and
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen,
will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is
accomplished” (NIV).

Jesus says the Bible will last until the end of time. It will accomplish
what God wants to accomplish in this world. In John 10:35a Jesus
said, “We know that Scripture is always true” (NIRV). Jesus
proclaimed the truth of the Bible. And when Jesus talks about the
truthfulness of the Bible, we need to listen.

When Jesus talked about the Bible with people, he would often base
his argument about the truth of the Bible on a single sentence or even
a single word from the Bible. He believed every single sentence, every
single word of Scripture. So if I trust Jesus, why wouldn’t I trust the
Bible?

When Jesus talks about the Bible, he doesn’t just talk about it as
poetry and history, either. He saw the Bible as something that changes
lives. In Luke 11:28 Jesus said, “Blessed rather are those who hear
the word of God and obey it” (NIV). Jesus doesn’t just want us to read
the Bible. That’s what you do with poetry and history. Jesus wants us
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to obey the Bible. That’s what you do with anything the Creator of the
universe writes.

When Jesus talked about the Bible, he talked about it as if the people
and events in it were real. He talked about all the prophets being real.
He talked about Daniel being real. Jesus believed in Noah and
everything that happened with the flood. He believed in Adam and
Eve. He believed in the tragedy of Sodom and Gomorrah. He believed
that Jonah was swallowed by a large fish.

Jesus believed in some of the most disputed stories in the Bible,
particularly Noah, Adam and Eve, Sodom and Gomorrah, and Jonah.
People who think that the Bible is mostly good stories that didn’t
really happen always point to those four stories.

If Jesus really believed in Jonah, then I should, too. I don’t know how
God created a fish that could swallow a guy, but he did.

| trust in the Bible because Jesus trusted in it.

Talk It Over

e s the Bible personal to you? What is the evidence of this in
your life?

e Do you have trouble believing some parts of the Bible? Why?

e What do you think God wants to accomplish in your life
through his Word?
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2019.03.02 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [The Bible Always Survives and Always Will]

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass
away” (Matthew 24:35 NIV).

The Bible is the most despised, derided, denied, disputed, dissected,
and debated book in all of history. This Bible has been under attack
for centuries, for everything you can imagine.

Yet the Bible is still the most read, most published, and most
translated book in the world. And, most importantly, it’s still changing
the lives of those who apply what it teaches.

One of the reasons | believe the Bible is God’s Word is that it has
survived so many attacks throughout history.

Despite all the attacks, today the Bible is the greatest single source of
culture. It’s the greatest single source for music, art, and architecture.
If you take the Bible out of culture, you would destroy most of the
major music, artwork, and architecture of the past 2,000 years. Even
much of our English language comes from the King James Bible.

The Bible has flourished in spite of unrelenting attacks during the past
2,000 years. Jesus said in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never pass away” (NIV). The only item on
the planet that will last is the Word of God. Everything else will burn
up, because truth is eternal.

Voltaire, the famous French philosopher, was a brilliant atheist. He
wrote a number of tracts deriding the Bible. He once made a very bold
statement: “One hundred years from today the Bible will be a
forgotten book.”

Today, everyone has forgotten that quote — not the Bible! After

Voltaire died, for nearly 100 years, his homestead was used as the
book depository for the French Bible Society. They sold Bibles out of
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his house! It’s now a museum. People have forgotten Voltaire.
Nobody forgets the Bible.

No matter what attacks come the Bible’s way, it always survives —
and it always will. You can depend on that.

Talk It Over

o How has the Bible affected your life? What difference has it made in
your life

o Does your perspective on life reflect the knowledge that this earth
will one day pass away? How would your life change if you focused
your life on the one thing that will never pass away?

e Ask God for the courage to stand up to those who oppose God’s
Word with grace, gentleness, and wisdom.
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