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2019.01.06 (Sunday) Devotion
Title: [Four Secrets to Answered Prayer]

Here are four secrets to answered prayer from the life of Nehemiah:

Base your request on God’s character. Pray like you know God will
answer you: “I’m expecting you to answer this prayer because of who

you are. You are a faithful God. You are a great God. You are a loving
God. You are a wonderful God. You can handle this problem, God!”

Confess the sins of which you’re aware. After Nehemiah based his
prayer on who God is, he confessed his sins. It wasn’t Nehemiah’s
fault that Israel went into captivity. He wasn’t even born when it
happened; he was most likely born in captivity. Yet, he’s including
himself in the national sins. He says, “I’ve been a part of the problem.”
Claim the promises of God. Nehemiah prays to the Lord, saying, “I
want you to remember what you told your servant Moses.” Can you
imagine saying “remember” to God? Nehemiah reminds God of a
promise he made to the nation of Israel. In effect, he prays, “God, you
warned through Moses that if we were unfaithful, we would lose the
land of Israel. But you also promised that if we repent, you’d give it
back to us.”

Does God have to be reminded? No. Does he forget what he’s
promised? No. Then why do we do this? Because it helps us
remember what God has promised.

Be very specific in what you ask for. If you want specific answers to
prayer, then make specific requests. If your prayers consist of general
requests, how will you know if they’re answered?

Nehemiah is not hesitant to pray for success. He’s very bold in his
praying. Have you ever prayed, “Lord, make me successful?” If you
haven’t, why haven’t you? What is the alternative — a failure?
Is it OK to ask God to make you successful? It all depends on your
definition of success! | believe a good definition of success is this:
“fulfilling God’s purpose for my life in faith, love, and the power of
the Holy Spirit and expecting the results from God.” That is a worthy
life objective that you should be able to pray for with confidence.



Talk It Over

e Consider this: If you can’t ask God to make you a success at
what you’re doing, you should be doing something else. God
doesn’t want you to waste your life.

e What are the promises of God that you need to claim today?

o Why is it important to be able to recognize answered prayer?
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2019.01.07 (Monday) Devotion
Title: [Your Prayers Have an Impact]

“[God] hears us whenever we ask him; and since we know this is true,
we know also that he gives us what we ask from him” (1 John 5:15
TEV).

Do you ever wonder if prayer really works? You’re praying about
something and Satan whispers to you, “This is a waste of time. Forget
it! Who do you think you are? What do you think you’re doing? God
IS not listening. Don’t waste your time.”

Prayer works because God is in control. The basis of all miracles is
God’s sovereignty. Why does he do one and not another? Because
God is in control. We have to trust his wisdom and his goodness.

Ephesians 3:20 says, “God is able to do far more than we would ever
dare to ask or even dream of—infinitely beyond our highest prayers,
desires, thoughts or /hopes” (TLB).

Prayer can do whatever God can do. His resources are available to
you. Twenty times in the New Testament it says, “Ask.” It’s
encouraging to know that things that are out of my control are not out
of God’s. I may not be able to change a situation, but I can pray, and
God can change it. | know exactly what some of you are thinking right
now: “If I can pray and ask God to change things, and if God is really
in control of everything, why don’t I get everything I pray for?” Good
question. Here are three reasons:

God is not a genie. You don’t just put in a prayer and get whatever
you want. If every prayer were answered, we’d be spoiled brats. Do
you give your children everything they ask for? | hope not. You know
what’s best for them. You can see the bigger picture. If you can see
the bigger picture for your kids, how much bigger is the picture God
can see?

Sometimes Christians pray in conflict. If two Christians are praying
at the Super Bowl for different teams, who’s God going to answer?

6



Obviously, God can’t answer every prayer at the same time. But I
think the real reason is this:

God knows what’s best, and you don’t. If you think you do, that is
very presumptuous. The Bible tells us, “We are sure that [God] hears
us if we ask him for anything that is according to his wi//” (1 John
5:14 TEV). Look at the phrase “according to his will.” The attitude of
your prayer needs to be: “Lord, this is my prayer request, but thy will
be done.” That’s what Jesus prayed in Luke 22:42: “Father, if you are
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be
done” (NIV).

Talk It Over

e Why is it important that God is good and sovereign?

e “Prayer can do whatever God can do.” How do your prayers reflect
what you believe about God’s sovereignty?

e How can you show God that you desire and trust his will and not
your own?
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2019.01.08 (Tuesday) Devotion
Title: [To Bear Fruit, Get Connected]

Right before Jesus goes to the cross, he gives his last minute
instructions to his followers: “Live in me, and | will live in you. A
branch cannot produce any fruit by itself. It has to stay attached to the
vine. In the same way, you cannot produce fruit unless you live in
me” (John 15:4 GW).

Jesus says that being spiritually connected is like being attached to a
vine. You’re not going to have any fruitfulness or productivity in your
life if you’re out there on your own. You’ve got to stay connected.

In plants, a disconnected branch can’t bear fruit. Not only do you lack
support and start to wither and die, but you also don’t have any
productivity in your life if you’re not spiritually connected.

I grow a lot of vegetables and fruit every spring. If I cut off a branch,
those branches aren’t going to produce any tomatoes or anything else.
They’ve got to be connected in order to produce fruit.

What kind of fruit should you produce when you are connected to the
Body of Christ? “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control ” (Galatians 5:22-23a N1V).

I don’t know about you, but I’d like to be more loving. I’d like to be
more joyful. I’d like to be more at peace, no matter what happens to
the economy. I’d like to be more kind to people who are mean to me.
I’d like to be a good person. I want to be faithful, not unfaithful. I
want to keep my promises. I’d like to be gentle with people who are
not very gentle. And I’d like to have more self-control.

That’s called the fruit of the Spirit, and it’s the evidence that you are
spiritually connected. If you are not seeing yourself grow in all these
things, guess what? It means you’re not spiritually connected.

He’s saying this is so important that not only do you need the support
like in a building, and not only do you need the life blood like being in
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a body—he’s saying you’re not going to have any fruitfulness or any
productivity in your life if you’re out there on your own. You’ve got
to stay connected. And the Good News is that God wants you to be
connected! God is for you!

Talk It Over

e What is the evidence in your life that you are bearing fruit?

e In what “fruits” do you need to grow? How are you going to do that?

o What benefits have you witnessed in your life from being connected
to the Body of Christ?
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2019.01.09 (Wednesday) Devotion
Title: [Christianity: A Belong System]

“You will all be joined together, and you will give glory to God the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ accepted you, so you should
accept each other, which will bring glory to God” (Romans 15:6-7
NCV).

There are only two ways to get into a family: You can either be born
into it, or you can be adopted into it. God does both for you! It’s
called being born again, and it’s called being adopted into the family
of God. God does both.

In Roman law, which people followed in the New Testament, you
could disown a child you birthed. But if you adopted a child, you
were forbidden to ever disown them. God says you are not only born
again into his family, but he has adopted you, and there is no way he
could ever disown you. That’s good news!

You may ask, “No matter what I do? Really?” That’s right — no
matter what you do!

Once you’re born, you cannot be unborn. Once you are born again,
you cannot be unborn again. You can grieve the Father, just like we
often do to our earthly parents. The fellowship may be broken, but
no matter what your parents say, everybody knows you are still their
child. In the same way, once you become a child in the family of
God, you’re in!

The Bible says in 1 Timothy 3:15, “/ want you to know how people
who are members of God’s family must live. God’s family is the
church” (GW). We are the family of God. Church is not something
you go to. Church is something you belong to. You’re welded into
the building of the temple of God. You’re grafted into the vine and
the tree of life. You’re born again and adopted into the family of
God. You’re joined into the body of Christ. These are all connection
models.

Most people think that Christianity is a belief system. There are
beliefs that are involved, but it’s more than that. It’s a belong system.
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It means you belong to the family of God. It means you are a part of
the body of Christ.
The Bible says it’s like being born into a family.

Romans 15:6-7 says, “You will all be joined together, and you will
give glory to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ
accepted you, so you should accept each other, which will bring
glory to God” (NCV).

Talk It Over

e What are the benefits to belonging to the family of God?

e What is the evidence in your life that you belong to the family of
God? Do you represent your family well?

e How would you rate yourself on being accepting of others in the
Body of Christ?

15
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2019.01.10 (Thursday) Devotion
Title: [God |s Aware, and He Cares]

“As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has
compassion on those who fear him” (Psalm 103:13 NIV).

God is a caring, loving, compassionate father. He loves you more than
you will ever understand. He loves you more than you can ever
comprehend. God is love, and he made you to love you. He is loving
toward you in everything that he does, and his compassion is his most
outstanding quality. God is a caring father.

The Bible says in Psalm 103:13, “As a father has compassion on his
children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Aim” (NIV).
He cares about everything in your life — compassionately.

Most of the disciples were professional fishermen. One day when they
were out fishing, Jesus got tired and curled up in one end of the boat
and went to sleep. When a storm came up, it shouldn’t have bothered
the disciples. As fishermen, they were used to storms. But this must
have been a big one, because they got scared. The ship was rocking
and rolling, and water was coming into the boat. They were frantic
and woke up Jesus to ask him one of the most important questions in
life: “Lord, don’t you care?”

You and | ask that question of God all the time and in a thousand
ways: “God, did you see that doctor’s report? Don’t you care? Do you
see what a mess my marriage is in? Don’t you care? Do you see how
little money we’ve got in the bank and all the bills we’ve got? Don’t
you care? Do you see how my Kkids are struggling in school? Don’t
you care? You know this fear that grips my mind that I can’t seem to
get rid of. Don’t you care?”

The answer is yes, God cares. In fact, he cares more than you care. He
wants to help more than you want help. He knows what will help you
more than you know what will help you. He is aware, and he cares.

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

18



If you knew and felt how much your heavenly Father cares
compassionately and constantly about you, you’d have to love him
back. If you feel like God is a million miles away, it’s because you
don’t understand the kind of caring Father he really is. That
understanding is the first step to inner peace.

Talk It Over

e What are the things in your life right now that are troubling you?
e Do you believe that God cares about your concerns?
e What does it mean to “cast” your anxiety on God?
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2019.01.11 (Friday) Devotion
Title: [You Can Count on God]

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows” (James 1:17 NIV).

When everything’s changing around you, it’s important to remember
that God is a consistent Father. He will never let you down. He can be
counted on. He is reliable. He is worthy of trust.

James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows” (NIV). God is an unchanging, consistent Father.

Human fathers are often unpredictable. I’ve talked to people who said,
“Growing up, I never knew how my dad was going to treat me. I
never knew if he was going to be silent or violent. I never knew
whether he was going to hug me or slug me. | never knew if he was
going to take me in or reject me.” Inconsistent fathers produce
insecure children.

But God is not moody. Your heavenly Father is consistent. One of the
things you can count on is that God always acts the same toward you.

“If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot disown himself.”
(2 Timothy 2:13)

We know that the world is changing faster than ever before. Alvin
Toffler wrote a book called “Future Shock,” in which he said that in
times of rapid change, people need what he calls islands of stability.
When everything else is up in the air, you need something in your life
that never changes as an anchor for your soul. You need an island of
stability in order to handle the stress.
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There’s only one problem: On this planet, nothing lasts. There’s only
one thing you can count on that is not ever going to change: the
consistent, caring love of your heavenly Father.

“My God is changeless in his love for me” (Psalm 59:10a TLB).You
can count on that.

Talk It Over

e What have you used as an island of stability in your life?

e What are the good and perfect gifts in your life that are
evidence of God’s changeless love for you?

e How does stability reduce stress?

23
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2019.01.12 (Saturday) Devotion
Title: [God is Close]

“The Lord is near to all who call on him” (Psalm 145:18a NI1V).

God is not as far away as the furthest star. He’s as close as your next
heartbeat. He’s right there with you every moment. The Bible says in
Acts 17:27, ‘God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps
reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of
us ”(NIV).

You might feel like God is a million miles away. But your feelings

and reality don’t always match — we all know that’s true. The truth
is, God is with you right now.

Because he is a close Father:

God is never too busy for you. That’s how close he is. That’s the
kind of love that he has. Psalm 145:18 says, “The Lord is near to all

who call on him. "Every time you call, God is near. He thinks about

you a lot more than you think about him. He thought about you
before you were born. He thinks about you every moment of every
day. The truth is that too many times, we get too busy for God. But
he never gets too busy for us.

God loves to meet your needs. He doesn’t do it begrudgingly. He

loves it! Mathew 7:11 says, ‘1f you ... know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give

good gifts to those who ask him!” You can enjoy the fact that God
enjoys giving good gifts to you.
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God is sympathetic to your hurts. Some of you are going through
something tough this week, and you need this verse: “The Lord is
close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit”(Psalm 34:18).

God is close to you, and he understands. Turn to him.

Talk It Over

e What do you need to call on God for today?

e How can you know that God is close to you?

e What changes do you need to make in your life so that you are
not too busy for God?
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